We Are Here From 

ATOZ 
By Hossam Ganby 







amazon 



Prime 



Shop by 
Department * 



Your Amazon.com Today's Deals Gift Cards Sell Help 
Search 



Gel Ready ior 

Summer >aooflsis 




Hello. Sign in 
Your Account ■» 



Join 
Prime ▼ 



0/ Wish 

pf Cart * List t 



Books ^ 
Books Advanced Search New Releases Best Sellers The New York Times? Best Sellers Children's Books Textbooks Sell Your Books Be*? Books of the Month 



Find "mudim discoveries America" on Amazonxo.uk 



mck to LO OK INSIDE! 




mm 



I ■ 111*11, 



blSCOVEBY,. 
DMw Efl % 



ir* upcn co jn drd view 



H 



SrJT*h mettle lh i 3i>?k 



The Muslim Discovery of America [Paperback] 
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Book Description 
Pubication Date: April 1 V 201 3 

Some so-called authorities claim that Muslims came to America hundreds of years before Columbus anivedintheNew World. Are the claims true? Columbus' 
expedition represents the fast major discovery of the Americas and the first appearance of non-Native Americans The conventional wisdom is that Columbus 
ended tens of thousands of years of near-total isolation for the Native Americans. Since the Americas had been initially populated (probably between 13,000 BC 
and 1 1,000 BC) there had been no engagement with peoples from any other continent, save small ventures by the Norse into Northeastern Canada. Did Muslims 
come to the Americas, possibly as early as the 700s? These researchers argue that Muslims came from Islamic Spain, particularly the port of Delba(Pelos) during 
the rule of Caliph Abdullah Ibn Mohammed (888-91 2). A Muslim historian, Abul-HassanAl-Masudi(c. 895-957), added a map of the world to his book, one that 
contained *a large area in the ocean of darkness and fog" (the Atlantic ocean) which he referred to as the unknown territory (the Americas) This book 
demonstrates that this assertion is important for Muslims because in conjunction with the relevant verses from the Koran and quotes from Mohammed it 
establishes the claim of Muslims that Allah intended America to be Islamic. The book also investigates the lives of selected Muslims in America and 
organizationsfromtheeighteenthcenturyintothetwenty-firstcentury.lt reveals that there was nothing more than a continuation of typical Islamic deception and 
subversive jihad, ft also documents the Ire of the Islamic claim that hundreds of place names in the United States of America and Canada derive from Arabic - 
Islanvc roots, Finally, the bock exooses the rewriting of American history bv Islamic sna sro-islamic media This book <o alarming, informative, interesting and 
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• Robert Spencer 
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Hardcover 
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i Bernard Lewis 

(19) 
Paperback 
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Product Details 

Paperback: 476 pages 

Publisher: Books On Demand (April 1 1 , 201 3) 

Language: English 

ISBN-10: 3848238632 

ISBN-13: 978-3848238637 

Product Dimensions: 8.3 x 5.8 x 1 3 inches 

Shipping Weight: 1.5 pounds ( View shipping rates and policies) 

Average Customer Review: AAA** m (3 customer reviews) 

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: $1,095,431 in Books ( See Top 100 in Books ! 
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• Awesome Poll: Overwhelming Majority of College Students Want Governmenr . Out of 

Their Lives' I Main | SEAL Hero's Mother "Hearts and Mind of Our Enemy Is More 

Valuable (o This Government Than My Son's Blood* (Video) * 

MAY 10.2013 

The Muslim Discovery of America - Review 

In 2001 the great Professor of Near Eastern Studies. Emeritus, at 
Princeton University. Bernard Lewis, wrote the book The Muslim 
Discovery of Europe, which is described as a must-read for anyone 
interested in Middle Eastern history and ultimately Islam's spread to 
Europe. 



. 






is the new 201 3 book by Freder ick 



Willia m Dame that addresses not only the erroneous premise that 
Muslims, not Columbus, discovered America, but the historical 
reasoning behind the promotion of this lie and how America is simply 
the next step in the spread of an Islamic caliphate. 



I highly recommend this book. 

The Muslim Discovery of America is not a 



book you will read in a few hours, but one 
you will want to take time reading and keep 
on your bookshelf for future reference. 




As Pamela Geller of Atlas Shrugs notes in 
her Foreword to The Muslim Discovery of 
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colonization,- •- -t ' ' ^ 

. it is not an ordinary colonization, but ^* ^K. * 
it is a colonization nonetheless, [snip) 

Every citizen must now work to defend America's constitutional 
government and stop the Muslim colonization of America in its 
tracks. Every free citizen must join this fight 

How can citizens fight if they do not know the facts, the history, the 
motivation, the plan, and the playbook of the enemy? This is what 
makes The Muslim Discovery of America an absolute must have 
book, 

it would be impossible for me to include all the important excerpts 
from the book in this short review. However, you will see from the 
chaptejitides the vast amount of information, history, and references 
that Frederick William Dame has packed into 443 pages. 

. calls The Muslim 



Discovery of America a tour de force of exposition. 



Mr. Dame's book arrives at a time when Muslims are 
aggressively trying to extend their influence around the 
world, either blatantly or surreptitiously. After spending an 
evening or two reading "The Muslim Discovery of 
America." the reader will better understand the tactics 
used by those who would not hesitate to "fundamentally 
transform" the American way of life of liberty to a life of 
submission to Shari'ah law. 

It is said that politics figures very little in the book by Bernard Lewis. 
That is not the case with The Muslim Discovery of America. Politics 



is an important part of The Muslim Discovery of America, by Frederick 
William Dame. Islam is a political system. The book highlights 
Islam's Twenty Point Strategy to Undermine Democratic-Republican 
Governments and the Countermeasures that the United States can 
employ. 

Again. I highly recommend this book. The Muslim Discovery of 
America is a resource book, a history book, and a blueprint for what 
Americans can do to save this great nation. 

Or der your. co py toda y, order copies for Father's Day and gifts for 
other family and friends. 
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STORV HIGHLIGHTS 

Scholar Akbar Ahmed and his young team explore Muslim identity in America 

A woman who wears Islamic attire to monitor reactions is surpnsed in Arab* Alabama 

There are 1 .4 billion Muslims in the wofld and 7 million in America, Ahmed estimates 

Understanding Islam in a post-9/1 1 world is more important than ever, scholar says 
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By Jc*3»Cfl Kavitt 
CNN 






ATLANTA, Georgia (CNN) — Hailey Woldl put on the traditional black abaya, expecting the worst. 

The last time she'd worn the Muslim dress that 
with a head scarf, covered everything but her face, 
hands and feet, she was in Miami International 
Airpoft where the stares were many and the 
security check thorough. 

This time, she was in a small town called Arab. 
Arab. Alabama, no less 

"I expected people to say, What is this terrorist 
dang here? We don't want your kind here,* ■ said 
Woidt, a 22-year-old blue-eyed Catholic, recalling 
her anticipation before stepping into a local 
barbecue joint. *l thought I wouldn't even be 
served" 

Instead Woldt's experiment in social anthropology 
opened her own eyes Apart from the initial glances 
reserved for any outsider who might venture 
through a small-town restaurant's doors, her 
experience was a pleasant one. 




Kuriev *n*4l m a ^aAtimfti Mutlim head stoxf. studied how 
people redft la hri garb in Aroti Alabama 
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On her way to the bathroom, Woldt said *One woman's jaw dropped, but then she smiled at me. 
smile just makes you feel so muchbetter" 



. That l-tlle 



This unexpected experience hasjust been one of Woldf s takeaway moments on her current journey. She is 
one in a team of five mostly 20-something Americans, led by an esteemed Muslim scholar, who are 
crisscrossing the nation on an anthropological mission. Their purpose: to discuss American identity. Muslim 
identity, and find out how well this country upholds its ideals in a post-September 1 1 world. 

** Meet the te-vn mcinbcra * 



Don't Miss 

a Blog: Journey into America 

. ifteport.com: From Arab, 
Alabama 

. ifteport.com: See all of the 
team's iftepons 



Leading this six-month charge, which began in the fall, is Akbar Ahmed, 
the Islamic studies chairman at American University in Washington. His 
drive to do this was beyond academic. 



"As a social scientist ... as a Muslim it was almost my moral duty ... to 
be involved in some way in the exercise of talking about, explaining 
debating [and] discussing Islam* explained Ahmed 65, who took a 
years sabbatical to focus his energies. "After 9/1 1, Islam became the 

most talked-about controversial, debated, hated and, really, mystified religion in America. I just couldn't sit it 

out; 

So Ahmed devised the project that's been dubbed Joirney into America. This 'voyage of tfscovery, - a^ he 
called it is an offshoot of a 2006 endeavor that took him, and a few of those traveling with him now 
(including Woldt), into the Muslim world abroad. That initial trip involving visits to mosques, madrassas 
(religious schools) and private homes from Syha to Indonesia became the basis of Ahmed's book "Journey 
into Islam; The Crisis of Glo ba I izati on ." 

He said during the recent Atlanta, Georgia, leg of the journey that although the trip abroad helped answer 
many questions about how Amencans are viewed overseas, it failed to paint a complete picture. 

These questions Americans were asking [about Muslims] could not be answered without Americans looking 
at themselves ... and looking at Muslims in the context of their own culture and society,' the professor 
explained The group needed "to talk to Muslims and examine what they knew about American culture, 
American society and how they actually adjusted or assimilated or integrated - or not — into larger 
American society/ 

To that end the team has hung out with a black Muslim rapper in Buffalo. New York; met with Latino Muslims 
in Miami, Florida; and swapped stories with refugees, dotting the country from places as diverse as Bosnia, 
Afghanistan and Somalia. 16" see photo* itnm their >oumey ■ 

They've withstood the winds at Ellis Island in New York and on the shores of Plymouth Rock in 
Massachusetts, walked the neon -splattered streets of Las Vegas, Nevada, and navigated the country roads 
of the South. 

Along the way, they've weighed in with academics, other religious leaders, law enforcement officials and 
activists. Many of the group's meetings and visits are chronicled in their blog 

Th^ tfV£}cnflflCr of this work became aooarent toFrapkie Wattinvearsaoo, 
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MUSLIMS IN THE AMERICAS BEFORE COLUMBUS 

by 
Dr. Youssef Mroueh 



Books and E-Books 
On Muslim History and Civilization 



• I ntroduction 

• Historic Documents 

• Geographic Explorations 

• Arabic (Islamic) Inscriptions 



Introduction 

Numerous evidence suggests that Muslims from Spain and West Africa arrived in the Americas at least five centuries before 
Columbus. It is recorded, for example that in the mid-tenth century during the rule of the Umayed Caliph Abdul-Rahman III (929-961), 
Muslims of African origin sailed westward from the Spanish port of Delba (Palos) into the "Ocean of darkness an fog/' They returned 
after a long absence with much booty from a "strange and curious land/' It is evident that people of Muslim origin are known to have 
accompanied Columbus and subsequent Spanish explorers to the New World. 

The last Muslim stronghold in Spain, Granada, fell to the Christians in 1492 CEJust before the Spanish inquisition was launched. To 
escape persecution, many non-Christians fled or embraced Catholicism. At least two documents imply the presence of Muslims in 
Spanish America before 1 550 CE. Despite the fact that a decree issued in 1 539 CE, by Charles V, King of Spain, forbade the grandsons 
of Muslims who had been burned at the stake to migrate to the West Indies. This decree was ratified in 1 543 CE, and an order for the 
expulsion of all Muslims from overseas Spanish territories was subsequently published. Many references on the Muslim arrival in the 
Americas are available. They are summarized in the following notes: 



Historic Documents 

1. A Muslim historian and geographer Abul-Hassan Ali Ibn Al-Hussain Al-Masudi (871 - 957 CE) wrote in his book 'Muruj Adh-dhahab 
wa Maadin al-Jawhar' (The Meadows of Gold and Quarries of Jewels) that during the rule of the Muslim Caliph of Spain Abdullah Ibn 
Muhammad (888 - 91 2 CE), a Muslim navigator Khashkhash Ibn Saeed ibn Aswad of Cordoba, Spain sailed from Delba (Palos) in 889 
CE, crossed the Atlantic, reached an unknown territory (Ard Majhooia) and returned with fabulous treasures. In Al-Masudi's map of the 
world there is a large area in the ocean of darkness and fog (the Atlantic ocean) which he referred to as the unknown territory (the 
Americas). 

2. A Muslim historian Abu Bakr Ibn Umar Al-Gutiyya narrated that during the reign of the Muslim Caliph of Spain, Hisham II (976-1009 
CE), another Muslim navigator Ibn Farrukh of Granada sailed from Kadesh (February 999 CE) into the Atlantic, landed in Gando (Great 
Canary Islands) visiting King Guanariga. and continued westward where he saw and named two islands, Capraria and Pluitana. He 
arrived back in Spain in May 999 CE. 

3. Columbus sailed from Palos (Delba), Spain. He was bound for Gomera (Canary Islands) - Gomera is an Arabic word meaning 'small 
firebrand' -there he fell in love with Beatriz Bobadilla, daughter of the first captain General of the island (the family name Bobadilla is 
derived from the Arab Islamic name Abouabdilia). Nevertheless, the Bobadilla clan was not easy to ignore. Another Bobadilla ( 
Francisco), later as the royal commissioner, put Columbus in chains and transferred him from Santo Domingo back to Spain 
(November 1 500 CE). The Bobadilla family was related to Abbadid dynasty of Seville (1 031 -1091 CE). 

On October 1 2, 1 492 CE, Columbus landed on a tittle island in the Bahamas that was called Guanahani by the natives. Renamed San 
Salvador by Columbus, Guanahani is derived from Mandinka and modified Arabic words. Guana (Ikhwana) means 'brothers' and Hani 
is an Arabic name. Therefore the original name of the island was 'Hani Brothers/ [Click here for corrupted names of Arabic origin, such 
as those starting with Guad-, al-, Medina and others.] 

Ferdinand Columbus, the son of Christopher, wrote about the blacks seen by his father in Honduras: "The people who live farther east 
of Pointe Cavinas, as far as Cape Gracios a Dios, are almost black in color." At the same time in this very same region, lived a tribe of 
Muslim natives known as Almamy In Mandinka and Arabic languages Almamy was the designation of "Al-lmam" or "Al-lmamu," the 
person who leads the Prayer, or in some cases, the chief of the community, and/or a member of the Imami Muslim community. 

4. A renowned American historian and linguist Leo Weiner of Harvard University, in his book Africa and The Discovery of America 
(1920) wrote that Columbus was well aware of the Mandinka presence in the New World and that the West African Muslims had spread 
throughout the Caribbean, Central, South and North American territories, including Canada, where they were trading and intermarrying 
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NAMES OF ARABIC ORIGIN 
IN SPAIN, PORTUGAL AND THE AMERICAS 

by 
Dr. A. Zahoor 

(Copyright 1992, 1997, All Rights Reserved) 



Books and E-Books 
On Muslim History and Civilization 



Most of the names starting with AI-, Ar- ( Cala-, Guad- and Medina are corrupted forms of Arabic names originally given to 
places, rivers, mountains and other natural features during the Muslim rule in Spain and Portugal These names were later 
adopted in the Americas after the migration of Hispanic population to Florida, California, Mexico, Central and South 
Americas in 1 500s and later centuries, following the voyages of Christopher Columbus to the continent. The Muslims of the 
Iberian peninsula are commonly known in the West as the 'Moors' and their period of activity between 711 - 1 492 C.E. as 
the Moorish Civilization . 

The table below shows names, their original Arabic names and the meaning. 



Name 


Original Arabic Name 


Meaning 




Alhambra 


al-Hamara 


The Red 




Almaden 


al-Maydan 


The Field 




Alqazar 


al-Qasr 


The Palace 




Alcantara 


ai-Qantarah 


The Bridge 




Almenara 


al-Manarah 


The Mosque Tower, English 
Minaret 




Alborg 


al-Burj 


The Tower 




Alcove 


al-Gubbah 


Dome 




Almansil 


al-Manzil 


The Stopping Place 




Alqueria 


al-Qariyah 


The Village 




Almeria 


al-Mirayah 


The Mirror 




Alpujarras 


al-Bajara 


The Highlands 




Calahorra 


Qalat al-Hajar 


Castle 




Guadalquivir 


Wadi al-Kabir 


Great River 




Guadalajara 


Wadi al-Hijarah 


Stony River 




Taifa 


Ta'ifah 


Party or Faction 




Andalusia 


al-Andalus 






Azulejo 


az-Zulayj 


Burnished Pebble 




Alcaids 


al-Qa*ids 


Warden 




mattress 


Matrah 






Sofa 


Suffah 


Pad 




Sherbet 


Sharbah 


Drink 








More in the E-Book 


More in the E-Book 


More in the E-Book 
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Quran 
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Ian exhaustive 
concordance of the 
meaning of qur'an 






For the first time in English, a 
comprehensive corcordance of 
the Quran as translated by 
I Abdullah Yusuf Afi. A must for 
every Muslim household school and library. A 
quick and easy reference source for those verses 
you know but can 1 ! remember where they are 
located. Access every word from A to Z in every 
ayah in a matter of minutes. An aid to finding 
Arabic words by way of English translation. A key 
resource for researchers, 
by John Yahya Cason, et al 
1090 pg HB Regular Price: S79.50 

Put in cart 



THE FUNDAMENTALS OF ISLAMIC 
CREED 




This book is a summary of the 
faiths and beliefs of the Muslims 
spread all over the globe. Muslim 
scholars are unanimous in opinion 
that the articles of faith as 
formulated by Imam Tahawt in the treatise 
reproduced here, most accurately reflect the mind 
and understanding of the earliest Muslims. It is 
free from Incorrect interpretations, over- 
exemplification and any distortion of the Ideas 
promulgated by Islam, 
by Abu Ja'far Al-Tahawi 

255 pgs Paperback SI 5,50 Put in cart 



MUSLIMS IN THE INDIAN 
SUBCONTINENT 



MUSLIMS 

1% rHKLMJlAfi 



JThis book covers the history of 

I Muslims in the Indian 
L «flf subcontinent from the time of 

■ Prophet Muhammad tpbuh) 

| beginning with 61 7 to 1 960 C£. A 
brief chronology of the period 5000 B.C. to 600 
C.E. is also included for the people and rulers of 
the Indian subcontinent. The chronology section 
of the book contains more than 1,000 yearly 
entries. It contains an extensive collection of 
events covering the military, political social, 
religious, economic, and educational activities of 
the Muslims in the subcontinent. The book 
includes chapters on Taj Mahal, Muslim 
contributions in India, History in the service of 
Imperialism, and Islamic and Moorish civilization. 
The book was developed as an educational tool 
and a reference source on the history of Muslims 
in the Indian subcontinent Includes maps and 
index, 
by Akram Zahoor, DSc 

232 pgs Paperback SI 9-95 Put in cart 



TAFSIR 

IDH KATHIR 



TAFSIR IBN KATHIR (ABRIDGED) 
VOLUME I through 10 




|Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-Azirn which is 
famous by the title Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir, by Al-Hafiz Abul-Fida 
Isma'il bin Umar bin Kathir (d.774 
A,H.) is the most popular interpretation of the 
Qur'an in the Arabic language, and the majority of 
the Muslims consider it to be the best source 
based on Qur'an and Sunnah. 
by Ibn Kathir 
Hardback $18.00 each volume 



Choose: Volume 1 m 
Put in cart 



TAFSIR IBN KATHIR (ABRIDGED) COMPLETE 
OUR'AN IN 10 VOLUMES S160.00 

(YOU SAVE $20.00) Put in cart 



EXPLANATION OF THE THREE 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

This is the English translation of 
Sharh Thalaathatul-Usool by 
Shaykh Ai-Uthaymeen. It is an 
explanation of Thalaathatul-Usool 
(The Three Principles) by Shaykh 
Muhammad ibn Abdul -Wahhaab, who wrote thts 
in order to convey to every Muslim that which is 
obligatory upon him to know - in fact the "three 
principles" are based on the three questions that 
we will all be asked in our graves. As such this 
book will be beneficial for everyone inshallah. 
by Muhammad Ibn SaalihAl-Uthaymeen 

260 pgs Hardback $17.50 Put in cart 





THE MADINAN WAY 
The Soundness of the Basic 
Premises of the School of the 
People of Madina 

This small treatise of ibn Taymiyya. 
the extremely influential medieval 
Hanbali jurist, has an importance 
belied by its size since it is, in fact 
an investigation into the origin and nature of the 
Prophetic Sunnah. In it he discusses the value of 
the consensus of the people of Madina and its 
standing as evidence. He also deals with the 
lawful and unlawful food and drink, usury, acts of 
worship and other matters, and compares the 
school of the people of Madina regarding all 
these things with the other schools, making it 
clear that the Madinan school is the soundest of 
all of them and the closest to the Sunnah and the 
practice of the Salaf. 

Although usually associated with hadith-based 
legal reasoning, in this work Ibn Taymtyya 
demonstrates the unquestionable authority of the 
practice of the people of Madina, showing how it 
remained indisputably the authentic expression 
of the Sunnah of the Prophet Ipbuhl during the 
first three generations of Islam when it was 
definitely recorded by Imam Malik Ibn Anas The 
conclusion he reaches is that In the time of the 
Companions, the Followers and their followers, 
their school was the soundest of the schools of 
the people in all the lands of Islam, east and west 
both in respect of its fundamental principles and 
its secondary rulings. 
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The Lost History: Muslim text on American Discovery and 

Colonization 

There are several issues of who was the first to discover America. It was, as we knew, definitely 
not Christopher Columbus. He came to America land mass in 1492. So I concluded that 
European and Chinese discovered America in 1400s. Vikings expedition claimed to discover 
America in 1300s. While academician were industriously searching for evidence, they have 
neglected the Islamic civilization text which revealed the work of Muslim on the discovery of 
America as well as colonization of American Continent. 



There have been pro-claimed that prophet Muhammad PBUH (570-633) had said something 
about a large continent at the west. But the claim that it was the prophet who spoke about that 
continent, was not merely genuine narration, therefore, it is not validated for academic revision. 

Muslim historian and geographer. Al Mas'udi (871-957) wrote in his book, Muruj Ad-Dhahab wa 
Maadin Al- Jawhar (The Meadows of Gold and Quarries of Jewels) claimed that during his life, in 
the era of Caliph Abdullah Ibn Muhammad (888-912), a person named Khash Khash Ibn Saed 
Ibn Aswad has traveled with his voyage, across the Atlantic ocean, and landed on a land mass 
of what he called Ard Majhoola (Land of Ignorance). He came back with loads of unique and 
strange stuffs. Later, Al Mas'udi reported the success story of Khash Khash Ibn Saed along with 
his 'stuffs' in the news of 'Akhbar Azzaman" (actually it is a book). 

Later on after the discovery, for long it was taken off from history book, the Muslim sent 
preachers to the Land of Ignorance. In 900s, During the era of Caliph Abdul Rahman III (929- 
961) of Umaiyah Arabic Dynasty, there were articles narrated by Dr Youssef Morueh. which 
claimed that there were several expeditions made by Muslims from Africa and Spain to preach 
Islam to the people on the Land of Ignorance. 

During the era of Spain Caliphate of Hisham II (976-1009), a historian named Abu Bakar Al- 
Gutiya wrote of a voyage expedition initiated by Grenadian Ibn Farukh who left Kadesh harbor in 
February 999 landed on the Canary and then traversed across the Atlantic Ocean. There, he 
landed on two island which then he named it as Capraria and Pluitana. 

Voyage expedition by Muslim from Morocco also done by Shaikh Zaynedin Ali Al Mazandarani. 
Dr Morueh stated that Al Mazandarani landed on Green Island at the Caribbean sea in 1 291 . As 
a century after the discovery of America in Muslim Civilization, many settled there, married with 
local Red Indian there and preached Islam. 

The African Islamic Civilization of Mali also had done an organized voyage expedition to 
America during 1300. Timbuktu which at that time, the center of African Civilization, led by 
several Sultan such as Sultan Abu Bakari I (1285-1312) sent 2 expedition which successfully 
slipped into the river of Mississippi, the expedition successfully established economic bonding 
between the American Muslim and African Muslim. The Expedition also claimed to configure the 
geography of a part of American Continent, the wealth and successful story were then shared to 
the caliph. 



The main intention during Muslim colonization in America between 880s to 1300s was not to 
claim the American land as theirs, but to respect the locality and culture of the origin people of 
America. The Muslim came in peace as they preached Islam peacefully to the 'true' Americans 
without blood-spill. Written in the Ottoman Muslim history text that, the move that Columbus 
taken (mass-colonizing, mass-settlement and claiming the land of America as theirs) was 
mainlv because of the the competition between the Muslim Civilization and the West (Christian). 
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Islam and Muslims in America before Columbus 

Salih Yucel 

Historical facts concerning many established information on diverse fields continue to be 
unraveled to the astonishment of us all One of these facts, previously little-known by many, 
is that Muslims had actually set foot on American soil centuries before Columbus' illustrious 
expedition. We hope as you read ahead in this essay that some information and documents, 
excerpts from vanous sources, and the results of archeological excavations will demonstrate 
the truth of the aforementioned proposition. 

Did the Companions of the Prophet go to America? 

Research conducted in the West during the twentieth century has proven the existence of 
Muslims on the American mainland approximately seven centuries before Christopher 
Columbus. Similarly, archeological excavations, linguistic, and philological analyses of 
languages and settlement names in the region, the fact that coins, household tools and other 
utensils were discovered there that were similar to those of the Abbasids in the eighth and 
ninth centuries are all justifications of the theory that Muslims, beginning from 650 CE, made 
their way to the continent for settlement during which time they erected mosques and 
schools, leaving a prolonged impact on the natives, i.e. American Indians. 
The Islamic sources carry no information as regards Muslim settlement in America, although 
research undertaken by Professor Barry Fell of Harvard University confirms that Muslims 
reached the continent at the time of Uthman f the third Caliph, concomitantly indicating the 
significant possibility that some of the Companions could have arrived there as well. 
Many Western researchers acknowledge the famous map of Piri Reis as proof of Muslim 
presence in America long before the endeavors of Columbus, as it minutely comprises the 
map of America, as well as extremely accurate measurements of the distance between 
America and Africa. 

According to Salvatore Michael Trento, former director of the Center for Archeological 
Research in Middletown, New York, before embarking on his first voyage to America, 
Columbus had read the book of Roger Bacon of Oxford University, which comprised 
information, compiled from a variety of Arabic resources, about geographical regions on the 
other side of the Atlantic; hence Columbus' previous knowledge of the islands in the Atlantic 
Ocean and other places! 

Proofs in Western sources 

1. Professor Barry Fell, retired lecturer from Harvard University and also a member of the 

American Academy of Science and Arts, the Royal Society, the Epigraphy Society and the 
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Columbus Was (Not) The First To Cross The Atlantic 

• Sep. 1 5 Featured, Islam in the Americas. Math and Science 58 comments 

The old poem that most American school children recognize begins -In 1 492* Columbus satled the ocean 
blue.." Indeed, in the year 1492* Christopher Columbus iwliose real name in Italian was Cristoforo Colombo) 
sailed across the Atlantic in the name of the Spanish crown and landed in the Caribbean part of North 
America. For hundreds of years, it has simply been accepted that Columbus was the first explorer to valiantly 
sail across the sea and "discover the Americas However this theory no longer stands up to modern 
scholarship. 

It goes without saying that the first people to truly discover America were the ancestors of the Native 
Americans, who probably crossed into North America through Russia and Alaska about 1 2,000 years ago. 
Discussion of the "discovery' of the Americas by Europeans* Africans, or Asians is an insult to the history of 
it's indigenous peoples. That said, the first daring souls to cross the Atlantic ocean by boat are Important to 
know, and the theory of Columbus does no justice to their story. 

While the common knowledge about Columbus is that he lived in a time where everyone assumed the world 
was flat, this ts clearly not the case. Ancient Greek scholars such as Aristotle and Pythagoras suggested that 
the earth was in fact round. It was during the Muslim Golden Ages (c. 750-1 1 00s) that advanced scholarship 
into the shape and size of the earth began. Contrary to what most people may believe, in those years, rt was 
common understanding that the earth was not flat. The debate, instead, was about exactly how large the 
earth was. In the early 800s t the Abbastd Caliph al-Ma'mun assembled the brightest minds of the day 
(including al-Khawarizrni) in Baghdad who calculated the earth's circumference and were off by only 4% of 
It's actual size. 

Knowing that the earth was round, and knowing its size to a very good degree of accuracy (without the 
modem technology we have today), some intrepid Muslims must have attempted to go around the world, 
hundreds of years before Columbus. The proof of these voyages is in front of us, in black and white. 

Muslim Spain 

The great Muslim historian and geographer Abu al- 
Hasan al-Masudi wrote in 956 of a voyage in 889 
from al-Andalus (Muslim Spain). The voyage left 
from the port of Delba (the same place Columbus 1 
voyage would begrn) and sailed for months 
westward. They eventually found a large landmass 
across the ocean where they traded with the natives, 
and then returned to Europe. Al-Masudi records this 
land across the ocean in his famous map and refers 
to it as "the unknown land*. 

Two more voyages from Muslim Spain to the 
Americas are recorded in history. One was in 999 
and was led by Ibn Farrukh, from Granada. The other 
is recorded by the genius mind of the geographer al- 
Idrist, who worked in the multi-cultural and 
religiously tolerant Sicily ofKing Roger II in the 
1100s. He wrote of a group of Muslims who sailed 
west from Lisbon for 31 days and landed on an 
island in the Caribbean They were taken prisoner by 
the Native Americans on that island for a few days. 
Eventually, they were freed when a translator who lived among the natives that spoke Arabic arranged for 
their release. They eventually sailed back to al-Andalus and told their tale. The important part of this account 
is the existence of an Arabic speaker among the natives* indicating that there mtis? have been more 
unrecorded contact between the Arab world and the Americas. 

West Africa 

There is another part of the Muslim world that had contact with the Americas before Columbus. In West 
Africa in the 1300s, a powerful and incredibly wealthy empire called Mali existed. The most famous leader of 
this empire was Mansa (King) Musa. The most memorable event of his reign was his epic hajj journey m 1324 
. The caravan of over 60,000 people made an impression everywhere they went including Egypt, wtiere 
Mansa Musa told the story of how he came to power. His brother Abu Bakr was the Mansa before he was 
During his reign. Abu Bakr sent a fleet of 400 ships to explore the Atlantic Ocean. Only 1 ship returned, but 
reported that they found a land across the ocean. Mansa Abu Bakr then outfitted a fleet of 2000 ships, which 
he sailed with personally, that sailed west into the ocean. They were never heard from again. 
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West Africa 

There is another part of the Muslim world that had contact with the Americas before Columbus. In West 
Africa in the 1300s, a powerful and incredibly wealthy empire called Mali existed. The most famous leader of 
this empire was Mansa {king) Musa The most memorable event of his reign was his epichajj journey in 1324 
.The caravan of over 60,000 people made an impression everywhere they went including Egypt where 
Mansa Musa told the story of how he came to power His brother Abu Bakr was the Mansa before he was 
During his reign, Abu Bakr sent a fleet of 400 ships to explore the Atlantic Ocean, Only 1 ship returned, but 
reported that they found a land across the ocean. Mansa Abu Bakr then outfitted a fleet of 2000 ships, which 
he sailed with personally, that sailed west into the ocean. They were never heard from again. 

While there is no record (n Mali of the result of that voyage, there is evidence of their arrival in the Americas. 
There are numerous archaeological sites in North and South America that attest to that Malian presence. 
Early Spanish explorers and pirates recorded abandoned cities In Brazil that had inscriptions identical to the 
language of the Mandinka (the people of Mali). More inscriptions In the Mandinka language were found in the 
United States as well Near the Mississippi River, many inscriptions exist that recorded their exploration of 
the Americas. In Arizona, an inscription was found that reads "The elephants are sick and angry. At present 
there are many sick elephants". This inscription also includes a rough sketch of an elephant Bephants are 
nof native to the Americas. They were brought by the Mandinka to the Americas, and the inscriptions are 
proof of Mansa Abu Bakr's successful journey over 1 00 years before Columbus. 

The Ottoman Empire 

In 1929, an amazing discovery was made In Istanbul, Turkey. A map drawn in the year 1513 by the Ottoman 
cartographer, Pin Rels was found Reis wrote that his map was based on earlier sources, including ancient 
Greek and Arabic maps, including maps by Christopher Columbus, who had sailed only 21 years earlier. What 
is remarkable about this map is the level of detail of the map, which forced historians tore-evaluate the 
Columbus theory of exploration. 
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The Pin Reis map of 1513 



The map clearly shows the eastern coast of South America, 
which is in the correct position with regards to Africa. The coast 
of Brazil Is shown in incredible detail, with many rivers accurately 
placed on the map. Although Reis used Columbus's maps as a 
source, Columbus never went to South America, so Rels must 
have gotten that from earlier Muslim maps that he used as 
sources. Furthermore, Reis's map includes the Ande3 Mountains, 
which were not even explored by Europeans until the 1 520s, a full 
decade after the drawing of Reis's map! 

Piri Reis based his map on earlier sources, which clearly had a 
very good understanding of the Americas and had explored the 
area well before the first Europeans. The map is perhaps the 
strongest physical evidence of Muslim exploration of the 
Americas before Columbus 



What Did Columbus Say? 

With all of this evidence of Muslim exploration before Columbus's 

voyage in 1 492, is It possible that Columbus himself knew he was 

not the first? It's more than likely to be the case. Columbus sailed 

from Spain in the same year the last Muslim dynasty of Iberia was destroyed in the Reconquista. Many of the 

people of Iberia were still Muslims, and carried with them the knowledge of the MuGtim Golden Ages, 

Numerous people on Columbus's voyage were Moriscos, Muslims who were forced to convert to Catholicism 

or die* Columbus could have heard from Spain's Muslims of the New World and was thus inspired to go 

exploring. 

Once he got to the Americas, Columbus recofds numerous examples of Muslims already present He 
commented on the gold that the natives had, which was made the same way, in the same alloy, as the 
Muslims of West Africa did. Furthermore, Columbus records that the native word in that area for gold is 
guanin which is very similar to the Mandinka word for gold, ghanitx which probably comes from the Arabic 
word for weafth, ghtna'. 

In 1498. Columbus recorded seeing a ship loaded with goods, heading towards America, filled with Africans 
who were probably on their way to trade with Native Americans. Columbus also records in his journal that 
Native Americans told him of black Africans who came regularly to trade with them. 

Even Columbus knew that he was not the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean. 

Conclusions 

Clearly, the theory that Columbus discovered America is nothing but an old tale that has not stood the test of 
time. There is no doubt that the Columbian Era was a pivotal time in world history that changed the way of life 
In the Americas and Europe forever. However, he was not the first to make the crossing to the Americas. 
Evidence exists from the Arabs* West Africans, and Ottomans of Muslim voyages to the Americas well before 
Columbus and Christian Europe. For whatever reason, the textbooks continue to extol! the voyage of 
Columbus and the courage of his crew, the *first" to make it across the Atlantic. This idea clearly needs to be 
re-examined in light of evidence from earlier Muslim explorations, to bring their contributions to the general 
public. 
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Is remarkable about ttus map Is the levelof detail otlhe map. wRich forced historians to re-evaluate the 
Columbus theory ol exploration. 



The map clearly shows the eastern coast of South America, 
which is in the correct position with regards to Africa. The coast 
of Brazil is shown in incredible detail, with many rivers accurately 
placed on the map. Although Reis used Columbus's maps as a 
source, Columbus never went to South America, so Reis must 
have gotten that from earlier Muslim maps that he used as 
sources. Furthermore, Reis's map includes the Andes Mountains, 
which were not even explored by Europeans untif the 1 520s, a full 
decade after the drawing of Reis's map! 

Piri Reis based his map on earlier sources, which clearly had a 
very good understanding of the Americas and had explored the 
area well before the first Europeans. The map is perhaps the 
strongest physical evidence of Muslim exploration of the 
Americas before Columbus 
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The Piri Reis map of 1513 



What Did Columbus Say? 

With all of this evidence of Muslim exploration before Columbus's 

voyage in 1 492, is it possible that Columbus himself knew he was 

not the first? Its more than likely to be the case. Columbus sailed 

from Spain in the same year the last Muslim dynasty of Ibena was destroyed in the Reconquista. Many of the 

people of Iberia were still Muslims, and carried with them the knowledge of the Muslim Golden Ages. 

Numerous people on Columbus's voyage were Moriscos, Muslims who were forced to convert to Catholicism 

or die. Columbus could have heard from Spain's Muslims of the New World and was thus inspired logo 

exploring. 

Once he got to the Americas, Columbus records numerous examples of Muslims already present. He 
commented on the gold that the natives had, which was made the same way, in the same alloy, as the 
Muslims of West Africa did. Furthermore, Columbus records that the native word in that area for gold is 
guanin which is very similar to the Mandinka word for gold, ghanin, which probably comes from the Arabic 
word for wealth. ghina\ 

In 1 498, Columbus recorded seeing a ship loaded with goods, heading towards America, filled with Africans 
who were probably on their way to trade with Native Americans. Columbus also records in his journal that 
Native Americans told him of black Africans who came regularly to trade with them. 

Even Columbus knew that he was not the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean. 

Conclusions 

Clearty, the theory that Columbus discovered America is nothing but an old tale that has not stood the test of 
time. There is no doubt that the Columbian Era was a pivotal time in world history that changed the way of (ife 
in the Americas and Europe forever. However, he was not the first to make the crossing to the Amencas. 
Evidence exists from the Arabs, West Africans, and Ottomans of Muslim voyages to the Americas well before 
Columbus and Christian Europe. For whatever reason, the textbooks continue to extoll the voyage of 
Columbus and the courage of his crew, the "first" to make it across the Atlantic. This idea clearly needs to be 
re-examined in light of evidence from earlier Muslim explorations, to bring their contributions to the general 
public. 
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Some so-called authorities claim that Muslims came to America hundreds of 
years before Columbus arrived in the New World. Are the claims true? 
Columbus* expedition represents the first major discovery of the Americas 
and the first appearance of non-Native Americans. The conventional wisdom 
is that Columbus ended tens of thousands of years of near-total isolation for 
the Native Americans Since the Americas had been initially populated 
(probably between 1 3.000 BC and 1 1 .000 BC) there had been no engagement 
with peoples from any other continent save small ventures by the Norse into 
Northeastern Canada. Did Muslims come to the Americas, possibly as early 
as the 700s? These researchers argue that Muslims came from Islamic 
Spain, particularly the port of Delba (Pelos) during the rule of Caliph Abdullah 
Ibn Mohammed (888-91 2). A Muslim historian. Abul-Hassan Af-Masudi (c. 
895-957), added a map of the world to his book, one that contained "a large 
area in the ocean of darkness and fog" (the Atlantic ocean) which he referred 
to as the unknown territory (the Amencas). This book demonstrates that this 
assertion is important for Muslims because in conjunction with the relevant 
verses from the Koran and quotes from Mohammed it establishes the claim 
of Muslims that Allah intended America to be Islamic. The book also 
investigates the lives of selected Muslims in America and organizations from 
the eighteenth century into the twenty-first century. It reveals that there was 
nothing more than a continuation of typical Islamic deception and subversive 
jihad. It also documents the lie of the Islamic claim that hundreds of place 
names in the United States of America and Canada derive from Arabic- 
Islamic roots. Finally, the book exposes the rewriting of American history by 
Islamic and pro-lstamic media. This book is alarming, informative, 
interesting, and true- 
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Muslims have exerted a great and largely unrecognized impact on American society, beginning with 
their exploration of America more than 300 years prior to the "discovery" of the "New World" by 
Christopher Columbus, 



The Muslim explorers accessed the interior of the continent by using the Mississippi River The traces 
of their early presence may be found in the architecture and calligraphy of towns such as St. 
Augustine, Florida (America's oldest town), in the names of islands such as Islamadora, and in the 
customs of the American Indians. 

Some little known but very intriguing statistics follow; 

In 1178, a Chinese document known as the Sung Document records the voyage of Muslim sailors to a 
land known as Mu-Lan-Pi (America), This document is mentioned in The Khotan Amirs, published in 
1933. 

Abu Bakari, a Muslim king from the Malian Empire, leads a series of nautical voyages to the New World 
in 1310. 

In 1312, African Muslims from Mandinga arrive in the Gulf of Mexico and explore the American interior 
via the Mississippi River. 

1513, Piri Reis completes his first world map, including the Americas, after researching maps from all 
over the world. The map is unsurpassed in its practicality and artistry. 

1 530, African slaves arrive in America. More than 1 million were uprooted from their homes and 
brought to America, and more than 30 percent of these were Muslim. These slaves formed the 
backbone of American economy. 

In 1539, Estevanicoof Azamor, a Muslim from Morocco, lands in Florida and becomes the first Muslim 
to cross the American continent At least two states owe their beginnings to this Muslim, Arizona and 
New Mexico. 

More Evidence 

New Zealand archaeologist and linguist Barry Fell in his work Saga America points to evidence of a 
Muslim's presence in various parts of the Americas. In addition to drawing several cultural parallels 
between West African peoples and certain "Indian" peoples of the southwest, Fell points out that the 
southwest's Pima people possessed a vocabulary which contained words of Arabic origin. The 
presence of such words among the Pima is compounded by the existence of Islamic petrogyphs in 
places like California. Fell informs us that in Inyo county, California, there exists an early American 
petrogyph (rock carving) which states in Arabic: *Yasus ben Maria" (* Jesus, Son of Mary"), a phrase 
commonly found within the surahs of the Holy Qur'an. Fell is convinced that this glyph is many 
centuries older than the U.S. Fell also identifies the Algonquian language as having words with Arabic 
roots, especially words which pertained to navigation, astronomy, meteorology, medicine, and 
anatomy. The presence of such words again illustrates significant cultural contact between the 
American "Indians* and the Arabic-speaking peoples of the Islamic world Such Islamic peoples 
evidently came primarily from the African continent as additional evidence suggests. 

Ivan Van Sertima in They Came Before Columbus outlines evidence of ancient and early African 
contacts in the American continent Among the items of evidence which Van Sertima unveils is the 
presence of African Muslim surnames among American "Indian" peoples. Van Sertima points out that 
Ges, Zamoras, Marabitine, and Marabios are a few of the names with clear transcontinental links. Of 
particular interest however, are the names "Marabitine" and 'Marabios* which relate to *Marabout" 
(Murabit); the*Holy Men and Women" of the Moorish Empire. The Marabouts were the protectors of 
African Muslim frontiers. They are often remembered for having acted as buffers against 
Catholic/European encroachment. 

In Panama and Colombia there were rulers ("princes") whom the invading Catholic Spaniards 
recognized as having "completely Moorish or Biblical" names: such as "Do-Bayda* and *Aben- 
Amechy." Even in the Caribbean, the evidence of a significant Muslim presence can be found. P.V. 
Ramos points out in African Presence in Early America, that Christopher Columbus' own impression of 
the "Carib" peoples was that they were "Mohammedans". Ramos says that the dietary restrictions of 
the Carib were similar to those of Islamic peoples and this provided one reason for such an 
impression. 

Columbus admitted in his papers that on Monday, October 21, 1492 CE, while his ship was sailing near 
Gibara on the north-east coast of Cuba, he saw a mosque on the top of a beautiful mountain. The ruins 
of mosques and minarets with inscriptions of Qur'anic verses have been discovered in Cuba, Mexico, 
Texas, and Nevada. During his second voyage, Columbus was told by the Indians of Espanola (Haiti) 
that Black people had been to the island before his arrival. For proof, they presented Columbus with 
the spears of these African Muslims. These weapons were tipped with a yellow metal that the Indians 
called Guanine, a word of West African derivation meaning gold alloy. Oddly enough, it is related to the 
Arabic world 'Ghinaa' which means 'Wealth'. 

In 1498CE, on his third voyage to the New World, Columbus landed in Trinidad. Later, he sighted the 
South American continent, where some of his crew went ashore and found natives using colorful 
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The Muslims who discovered America 

WNO^ | io.l 1.2002 1 Joseph Farah 

Posted on Fri Oct 1 1 2002 08:40:55 GMT+0300 (AST) Dy swarthyg uy 

In anticipation of Columbus Day, I've been educating myself on the Muslims who discovered America, 

You mean you didn't know that Muslims were in America before Columbus? 

You didn't know Muslim navigators took Columbus by the hand and led him to a little island in the Bahamas known as Guanahani, a 
settlement of Islamic Mandinkas from Africa? 

You hadn't heard about the Muslims from both Spain and West Africa who sailed to America at least five centuries before Columbus? 

Yes ( this is the new uni-cultural rage with the U.S. Muslim community. There are seminars in major cities and mosques all over the 
United States this week explaining how Muslims discovered America, That's how they are going to be celebrating Columbus Day. 

Sure, it's funny, in its own perverse way. But it ought to serve as a warning to Americans who, despite being at war with Islamism, 
continue, naively, to think of Islam as just one of the three great monotheistic faiths - no more threatening to Western civilization than 
Christianity and Judaism, the very building blocks of that civilization. 

Real Americans understand the contributions of Christopher Columbus, They understand his contributions to the founding of America 
- regardless of whether he was the first European to reach the New World or not 

Real Americans don't try to disparage Columbus' real contributions to the founding of America. 

Real Americans don't attempt to co-opt a national holiday commemorating an American historical hero by offering unsubstantiated, 
self-serving conjecture about the role their own ethnic and religious group played in the founding. 

I'm not saying Isfam played no role in the discovery of America, by the way. In fact I think it's quite clear from the historical record that 
Islam played a profound role. 

In 1492, when Columbus set sail from Spain, he was hoping to find a sea route to India and the Orient. His trip was sponsored by the 
Spanish throne, which had just succeeded in ousting the Muslim invaders from Granada, the last Moorish stronghold on the Iberian 
Peninsula. Isfam had developed a foothold in Spain 600 years earlier. 

Though Islam had been defeated in Spain, it still controlled the crossroads to the East. Caravans headed from Europe to India to trade 
would be forced to pay tribute or face attack at the hands of Muslims. Thus, a sea route, bypassing the traditional land routes, would 
mean new trade between East and West. 

Thus, in a very real way, Columbus' venture west was a direct result of the conflict raging still in the 15th century between the Christian 
world and the Islamic world. 

It is this conflict, by the way, that, more than any other factor, defines world history between the Sth century and the 21 st Americans 
have little concept of that history. Even Europeans have lost their collective memory of the conquest they faced during that time period. 
Yet, one cannot comprehend the significance of the terror America faces today without this historical background. 

This terror war we find ourselves fighting is not a relatively fleeting conflict. It's not one that will be over when Osama bin Laden is 
dead. It's not one that will be over after the U.S. invades Iraq. It's not one that will be over if and when a Palestinian state is created. 
This is a long-term struggle, it's a conflict that has raged for more than 1,200 years. America is just getting a taste of what the rest of 
the world has been experiencing since the time of Muhammad. 

Little did Columbus know when he set sail in 1 492 to find a sea route to the East, that he would discover a New World - one free of the 
conflicts of the old world, one free of the entanglements, one that would be the destination of freedom-seeking people for the next 500 
years. He also could not have foreseen how the same conflict he was attempting to escape would come home to this New World 509 
years later in a most dramatic and tragic way - on Sept. 11, 2001. 

We can't escape history. We can't rewrite it We can only learn from it. 

Thank you, Christopher Columbus. And happy Columbus Day, America. 

TOPICS: Editorial : Foreign Affairs 
KEYWORDS: gods gravesglyphs 

Navigation: use the links below to view more comments. 
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There are seminars in major cities and mosques all over the United States this week explaining how Muslims discovered America. 
That's how they are going to be celebrating Columbus Day, 
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Did Chinese Muslims discover America before Columbus? 

Published on January 12th, 2013 
Written by; MV Media 
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Robert Spencer posted an article CAIR refuses to explain its claim that Muslims discovered America. He says: 

This is a consistent pattern: Islamic supremacist spokesmen in the U.S. regularly make unsupported claims and 
then refuse to back them up. The most egregious example of this is the regularly-repeated Big Lie that counter- 
jihadists quote the Qur'an out of context, ignore or deny its peaceful passages, and generally misrepresent 
Islamic teaching-the element that is lacking every time such claims are made is an interpretation of the Qur'an's 
violent passages, and an explanation of their "context," that renders them benign. 

He then posts a story from the Daily Caller, a news source of about the same integrity as those you see at the 
supermarket checkout That Daily Caller article claimed that 

There are historical accounts according to which the Muslims preceded Columbus, who is said to have 
discovered the U.S.," claimed Nihad Awad, the co-founder of the Council on American Islamic Relations. 

"Some documents and accounts indicate that Muslim seafarers were the first to reach the U.S., [so] the bottom 
line is that Islam played a part in the establishment and development of the U.S.," Awad told the Saudi interviewer, 
in an interview in a New York studio. 

CAIR did not respond to The Daily Caller's request for an explanation of Awad's comments, which were recorded 
by the Middle East Media Research Institute. 

No one is required to respond and provide an explanation. Especially, when they are simply stating facts known to 
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Qiinese Muslims banned from fasting in Ramadan 

Published on August 6th. 201 1 
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Amid fresh arrests, restrictions on fasting and prayers at mosques, Uighur Muslims are suffering under the latest episode 
of Chinese government crackdown on their ethnic minority in the northwestern region of Xinjiang. 

"If any religious figure discusses Ramadan during the course of religious activities, or encourages people to take part. 
then they will lose their license to practice," Dilxat Raxit, spokesman for the Munich-based World Uighur Congress, told 
Eurasia Review on Friday, August 5. 

"The more serious cases will result in arrests for incitement to engage in illegal religious activity," he said. 

A day before the start of the holy fasting month for China's Muslims, at least 1 1 people were killed in a series of attacks in 
the north-western region of Xinjiang. 

Chinese authorities blamed the attacks to the ethnic minority, after which the Chinese police shot dead two Muslims last 
Sunday. 

The attacks came less than two weeks after 1 8 people were killed in an attack in the restive Xinjiang region. 

Following the unrest, more than 1 00 uighurs were detained by Chinese authorities. 

Most of those detained as suspects were committed Muslims who attended mosque and whose wives wore veils, 
residents say. 

Xinjiang's capital, Urumqi, was the scene of deadly violence in July 2009 when the mainly Muslim Uighur minority vented 
resentment over Chinese restrictions in the region. 

In the following days, mobs of angry Han took to the streets looking for revenge in the worst ethnic violence that China 
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Latino Muslims find a voice in America 
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America's ever-growing Latino- Muslim population has yet to he estimated statistically. However, it is indisputable that 
with exponential growth Latino-Muslims find increasing presence and voice in the American Muslim public square. 




Latino paths to Islam are as diverse as Hispanic countries of origin and roots: from the Caribbean, Central and South 
America or even Spain. The conduits to their new spiritual journeys derive from a variety of life experiences that range 
from the sublime appeal of accidentally listening to Quranic recitation or from a close encounter with a Muslim 
performing one of his five daily prayers. Many Latinos, men and women, embraced Islam vicariously through their 
fiancees' faith before marriage; and we find many who decided to adopt their spouse's faith after years of marriage. For 
others, the pathway to Islam was forged while trying to fill a spiritual void or satisfy some inquisitiveness after initiating 
formal academic research or an informal Google search on news related to Islam, the Muslim World, Islamist movements, 
terrorism, ongoing military conflicts or the Arab Spring. 

Some Latino Muslim Americans are completely blended into heterogeneous communities, while others claim distinction 
within their communities of worship. Take, for example, the Latinos of the North Hudson Islamic Educational Center in 
Union City, N.J., who recently celebrated their ninth annual "Hispanic Muslim Day" at a well-attended ceremony that 
concluded with various guests embracing Islam. 

Another Muslim American phenomenon is the surge in Muslim organizations founded and operated by Latino Muslims, or 
in which Latinos play a significant role. Part and parcel of the growing Latino movement to embrace Islam is the 
burgeoning need to cater to this community in Spanish, its native tongue. This explains the advent of various Latino 
Islamic organizations such as "Islam in Spanish," whose managing coordinator, Abdullah Danny Hernandez, is a Puerto 
Rican who studied at Al Azhar University in Egypt. Another active organization is the Latin American Da'wah Organization 
(LADO) whose director, Mexican-American Juan Galvan, leads its educational efforts. Various established organizations 
now included Latino Muslims in their staff. Such is the case of Nahela Alexandra Morales, a Mexican who works in the 
Islamic Council of North America's "Why Islam?" project, where she assists in the national and international assemblage 
and distribution of educational materials in Spanish. In past years, other existing organizations have gradually grown to 
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WASHINGTON - Awaiting a season of spiritual renewal in Ramadan, an American Muslim advocacy group called on 
Muslim communities nationwide to open doors to non-Muslims during iftar to share the spirituality of the holy month and 
enhance Islam understanding in the country. 

"In order to enhance interfaith relations, it is imperative that American Muslims reach out to their neighbors of all beliefs 
to offer balanced and accurate information about Islam and the Muslim community," Nihad Awad, National Executive 
Director of the Washington-based Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), said in a press release. 

Repeating last year's successful experience, CAIR issued its annual campaign for local communities to host iftar dinner 
receptions and open houses for our neighbors of other traditions. 

During this year's campaign. CAIR would be helping local Muslim communities organize "Sharing Ramadan" iftars by 
providing step-by-step instructions for hosting the events titled "Sharing Ramadan Resource Guide 2012''. 

In this campaign, CAIR would also present resource guide including instructions on forming a "Sharing Ramadan" 
committee, a sample media advisory for an iftar and advice on reaching out to local media. 

It also includes an advertisement for the event, text for a "Welcome to Our Ramadan Fast-Breaking" brochure, frequently- 
asked questions about Ramadan, and a sample event program and newspaper advertisement. 

A video promoting the campaign also notes that education and outreach help decrease anti-Muslim prejudice in 
American society. 

Ramadan is the holiest month in Islamic calendar. 



According to astronomical calculations, the holy fasting month of Ramadan will start on Friday, July 20. 

In Ramadan, adult Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking and sex between dawn and sunset. 

The sick and those traveling are exempt from fasting especially if it poses health risks. 

Fasting is meant to teach Muslims patience, self-control and spirituality, and time during the holy month is dedicated for 
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American Muslim History 

A Chronological Observation 
By Fareed H. Numan (December 1992) 

(Edited by IshaqZahid for islam101.com) 

Unquestionably, Muslims have made an impact on the evolution of American society. Historically 
[Muslims have made major contribution, e.g. humanities, the sciences, and art. They explored North 
(America 300 years before the so-called "discovery" of the New World by Christopher Columbus. 
[They used the Mississippi river as their access route to and from the continent's interior. Here are a 
[few glimpses of Muslim life in American History: 
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A Chinese document know as the Sung Document 

records the voyage of Muslim sailors to a land 

know as Mu-Lan-Pi (America). Mention of this 

document is contained in the publication, the 

Khotan Amiers, 1933. 

Abu Bakari (Abu Bakar), a Muslim king of the 
Malian Empire, spearheads a series of sea 
voyages to the New World. 

African Muslims (Mandinga) arrive in the Gulf o 
Mexico for exploration of the American interior 
using the Mississippi River as their access route. 
These Muslim explorers were from Mali and other 
parts of West Africa. 

Pri Ries completes his first world map. including 
the American, after research maps from all over 
the world. The practicality and artistry of his map 
surpassed any from his time or before. 

African slaves arrive in America. During the slave 
trade, more than 10 million Africans were uprooted 
from their homes and brought to American shores. 
Many of these slaves were from the Fulas ( Fula 
Jallon, Fula Toro. and Massiona as well as other 
areas of West Africa. These areas were governed 
from their capital, Timbuctu.* These slaves were 
sent to Mexico, Cuba, and South America. More 
than 30 percent of these 10 million slaves were 
Muslim. They became the backbone of the 
American economy. 

Estevanico of Azamor, a Muslim from Morocco, 
lands in Florida with the ill-fated expedition of 
Panfilo de Narvaez in 1 527. Estevanico remained 
in America to become the first of three Americans 
to cross the continent. At least two states owe 
their beginnings to this Muslim, Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

Ayyub ibn Sulaiman Jallon, a Muslim slave in 
Maryland, is set free by James Oglethorpe, 
founder of Georgia, and provided transportation to 
England. He arrived home(Boonda, Galumbo) 
from England in 1735. 

Moors from Spain are reported living in South 
Carolina and Florida. 

United States Congress prohibits the importation 
of slaves into America after Jan. 1. 1808. Despite 
suppression of the slave trade during the next 60 
years, slavery reached its peak between 1840 and 
1860. The last Slave ships to be confiscates by the 
federal government were Wildfire, Storm King, 
Williams, Erie, Echo, Cora, and Binita, all of which 
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Islam in North America by Christine Huda Dodge ^ t1 ! 

There are an estimated 5 million to 3 million Muslims living in the United States, who worship in more than 
2.000 American mosques. Many people do not realize that Muslims have been part of the cultural 
landscape of the Americas for the past 200 years. 

Early Exploration 

Modern scholars generally agree that Christopher Columbus was not the first person to 'discover' America. 
Citing evidence cf ancient trade and ethnic diversity* scholars believe explorers arrived on the North 
American continent several centuries before Columbus. Many of those first explorers were Muslims from 
West Africa. Historian Gacussou Diawara has documented the story of one such explorer in his book The 
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It was an interest in their ancestral roots that led 
many African Americans to research and embrace 
Islam. The African American movement known as 
the Nation of islam was based in an attempt to 
reclaim the spiritual and cultural traditions of 
these noble Muslim ancestors. 



Saga of Abubakari IL One of the first men to set sail to 
America from Africa (in 1 31 2 C.E.). Abubakari was the 
brother of the famed Muslim king of Mali. Mansa Musa. 

Pre-Columbian ruins of mosques, as well as inscriptions of 
Quranic verses, have been discovered in Cuba, Mexico. 
Nevada, and Texas. Several noted archeologists and 
historians have reported on these findings, including Ivan 
Van Sertima, author of They Came Before Columbus, and 
the late Dr Barry Fell a Harvard University ethnologist and 
author of Saga America 



In 1 527 C.E, Estevanico. a Muslim explorer originally from 
Morocco, traveled to the Americas as the personal servant of Andr's de Dorantes on a mission from Muslim 
Spain. Estevanico acted as a guide on a land expedition from Florida to the Pacific Coast. After nine years of 
travels, his party reached Mexico City and told tales of their expeditions. He later performed eariy 
explorations of Arizona and New Mexico 

Slavery Years 

The next wave of Muslims to arrive in North America were African slaves brought to the United States from 
what are now the West Afncan countries of Nigeria, Senegal, Mali, and Gambia. A large number of these 
slaves were Muslims, and they struggled to maintain their Islamic practices even under the torment of 
slavery Over time, many were forced to give up or hide their faith. 

While very little historical information has been preserved about these early Afncan Muslim slaves, the 
stories of some haw been passed along in historical records. 

• Job ben Solomon ("Jallo") was a Fulani Muslim brought to Maryland as a slave between 1730 and 1733. 
Me was a well-educated merchant from Senegal the son of an imam who had memorczed the entire Qur'an. 
The founder of Georgia, James Oglethorpe, helped Job ben Solomon gain his freedom; eventually, he was 
able to return home, 

• Kunta Kinte, a Muslim from Gambia, strove to preserve his Islamic heritage by scratching verses of the 
Quran in the din while working in the fields. Alex Haley's book Roots was based on his search for this 
African ancestor. 

• AbrahimAbdal-RahmantbnSori/ the Prince of Slaves/' was a Muslim from Guinea who worked the 
cotton fields in Mississippi and later became the overseer of the plantation. Abrahim was seen praying 
regularly and was respected by both black and white people for his dignity and piety. 

• Yarrow Mamout was a slave from Virginia who lived to be more than 100 years old. In 181 9, American 
painter Charles Willson Peale went to Washington to do portraits of distinguished Americans. His portrait of 
Yarrow Mamout now hangs in the Georgetown Public Library. 

Recent Immigration 

Beginning in the late 1800s, refugees from Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine immigrated to the United States. 
Many were laborers who came to America to seek a better life, as did the many other immigrants who 
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The Everything Understanding Islam Book, 2nd 
Edition 

A complete guide to Muslim beliefs, practices, and culture 
By Christine Huda Dodge 

Format 

Muslim convert Christine Huda Dodge possesses a unique foot-in-each-world perspective on 
Islam With her comprehension of islam and her understanding of the kinds of questions and 
issues that perplex Westerners, she is the perfect guide to: 

* The life of Muhammad the Prophet 

• The Qur'an and the Sunnah 
+ Hie five pillars of practice 
■ Muslim daily frfe 

# Women and islam 

This guide is ideal for casual readers and students alike. Authoritative* accessible, detailed and 
celebratory, it covers everything from basic beliefs and practices to the Islamic influences on 
Western civilization. 

Christine Huda Dodge writes articles about Islam for About.com and moderates the islam Forum 
an online community. She has been involved in the publication of several Islamic books, 
including The Authentic Step-by-Step Illustrated Janaah Guide. The English Concordance of the 
Qur'aa and Signs of the Hour She holds an MEd degree from Loyola College in Maryland and 
now lives and teaches in the Middle Easi 
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Mosques and Palaces bychnsuneHudaDodge^ M i ° 

Examples of Islamic architecture can be found throughout the ancient and modern Muslim world from 
Spain and Africa to Indonesia and China. Islamic architecture truly began to flourish during the Umayyad 
dynasty (661 -750 CE), a time that saw the construction of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem and the 
Great Mosque of Damascus. 

Later designers were commissioned to build huge and luxurious palaces. These were often embellished and 
decorated with mosaic tile work wood lattice carvings, and beautiful tapestries. The Alhambra in Granada* 
Spain, is the best-known example of the beautiful architecture and landscaping of the period. 
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Islamic architecture developed as a combination of styles 
and techniques that were borrowed from throughout the 
Muslim lands and combined in a unique artistic approach. 
There are some common techniques and styles that 
distinguish Islamic architecture from other types. Many of 
these developed around mosque architecture due to a 
combination of spiritual practical and aesthetic needs. 

Inner space is more important than exterior space in 
Islamic architecture* Courtyards surrounded by outer walls 
are common, both for large congregational open-air 
gatherings and in homes, where they allow an area of 
privacy for the residents. Mosque prayer halls were large 
and bare but lavishly decorated with tile work ornamental 
pillars, and beautiful oriental rugs Muqamas, a 
honeycomblike architectural feature, helped to reflect light 
and open the space. The minaret a slender tower reaching 
from a corner of the building, initially functioned as a high 
place from which to call the people to prayer .In modern 
times, speakers and stereo systems assist the mu'adhin in 
amplifying his voice; the minaret retains (his function in a 



The Muslim world has produced many ancient and modem examples o( beautiful architectural design and 
function. Among them are the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem (692 CE1 the Alhambra in Spain (1 238 C.E), 
the Selimiye Mosque in Turkey (1 574 CE), and the Taj Mahal in India (1647 C.EJ 
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Mihrab 

Bv Huda . About.com Guide 

Definition: An ornamental indentation in the wall 

of a mosque, which marks the direction of the 

qiblah . Mihrabs vary in size and color, but are 

usually shaped like a doorway and decorated 

with tiles and calligraphy to make it stand out In 

addition to marking the qiblah, the niche helped 

to amplify the voice of the Imam during 

congregational prayer. In modern times, 

microphones are usually used for this purpose. 

The traditional mihrab is a common element of 

Islamic mosque architecture throughout the 

world. 

Pronunciation: mih-rab 

Also Known As: prayer niche 

Alternate Spellings: mehrab 

Examples: 

The worshippers in the mosque stand facing the 

mihrab, which points out the direction of Mecca. 
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US TEXTBOOKS: MUSLIMS DISCOVERED AMERICA 

Sunday, January 22, 201 2 

Saudi-funded textbooks being used in America's K-12 classrooms. 

Teaching, among other things, that Jesus was a "Palestinian," the state of 
Israel never existed, and that the Muslims discovered America before 
Columbus, At this rate, perhaps even Saudi grade-school textbooks, 
complete with Jihadi and dhimmi declarations, will come to instruct 
American school-children* 

"Public Schools Teach the ABCs of Islam," by Erick Stakelbeck for CBX 
News, October 9, 2008: 

CBNNews.com - Several recent studies have shown that American students are alarmingly ignorant 
about U.S. historv and world events. 

Experts have attributed the problem to everything from failing schools to substandard teachers. 

But what about content? 

For instance, did you know that Muslims discovered America? Or that Jerusalem is an Arab city? 
That's just some of the "history" that students in America's K-12 classrooms have been taught in 
recent years-with the help of taxpayer money. 

A new report by the non-profit Institute for Jewish and Community Research finds that American 
high school and elementary textbooks contain countless inaccuracies about Christianity, Judaism, 
Israel and the Middle East; 

The Institute examined 28 of the most widely-used history, geography and social studies textbooks 
in America. It found at least 500 errors. 
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Linguistic influences 

Another pan of the pre-Columbian African hereditary legacy is that left with the Carib people from whose name we derive the 
word 'Caribbean/ One of their scholars wrote in The Daily Clarion of Belize on November 5, 1 946, "When Christopher Columbus 
discovered the West indies about the year 1493, he found there a race of white people (Le. t half breeds) with wooly hair whom 
he called Caribs, they were seafaring hunters and tillers of tlie soil peaceful and united. They hated aggression. Their religion 
was Mohammedanism and their language presumably Arabic. " On the other hand the British Honduras Handbook states that 
the Carib "are very clannish and speak a language of their own which they guard jealously It appears to be basically an African 
dialect with a strong admixture of French, Spanish and English words." 

The Black Caribs, also had a number of clearly islamic practices like the complete prohibition of the eating of the flesh of swine 
which they called "coincoin or bouirokou." The Handbook of South American Indians describes the Caribs with the following; 
"The most prized possessions of the [Carib} men was the Caracoli 4 a crescent-shaped alloy of gold and copper framed in wood 
which the warriors obtained during raids upon the continental [South American} Arawak. Some of the Caracoli were small and 
served as ear r nose, or mouth pendants; others wee large enough to be worn on the chest They were a sign of high rank, being 
passed down from generation to generation, and worn only on a ceremonial occasion and during journeys. * 

Islamic words having a West African, Manding root have been found in native languages not only in the Caribbean region, but 
also in North America. 



The renowned American historian and linguist, Leo Weiner of Harvard University in 1920 wrote a controversial but well 
documented work entitled Africa and the Discovery of America. He proved in it that Columbus was well aware of the Mending 
presence and that the West African Muslims had not only spread throughout the Caribbean, Central and South America, but 
they reached Canada and were trading and intermarrying with the Iroquois and Algonquin Indian nations! 

Columbus reported: African trading with Americas 

Columbus had recorded the fact that Africans were trading with the Americas. In the narrative of his third voyage he wrote: 
"Certain principal inhabitants of the island of Santiago came to see him, and they said that to the southwest of the island of 
Huego, which is one of the Cape Verdes distant 12 leagues from this, may be seen an island, and that King Don Juan was 
greatly inclined to send to make discoveries to the southwest and that canoes had been found which start from the coast of 
Guinea and navigate to the west with merchandise. * 

Columbus later recorded *... That after he would navigate, the Lord pleasing, to the west, and from there would go to this 
Espanola in which route he would prove the theory of the King John aforesaid: and that he thought to investigate the report of 
the Indians of this Espanola (Haiti) who said that there had come to Espanola from the south and south-west a black people 
who have the tops of their spears made of a metal which they call 'guanin' of which he had sent samples to the Sovereigns to 
have them assayed, when it was found that of 32 parts 13 were of gold 6 of silver and 8 of copper " 

Not only was the knowledge of the Presence of Muslims in the Americas known by early Spanish and Portuguese explorers, but 
Muslim geographical and navigational information actually was the foundation of the European expansion. Vasco da Gama is 
reported to have consulted with Ahmad ibn Majid on the West coast of Africa. Ibn Majid is regarded as the author of a handbook 
on navigation on the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, the Sea of Southern China and the waters around the West 
Indies. 

Conquest of Americas an extension of the Recon quest 

In actuality the whole colonization of the Americas by the Spanish was an extension of the Reconquest (Recanquista) of the 
Iberian peninsula. Muslims had ruled much of Spain for over 700 years dominating Europe culturally, educationally and 
economically. The early explorers were, in many cases, Spanish soldiers who had fought in Africa arxi sailed the seas to destroy 
the power of Islam. They recognized the influence of Islam wherever they journeyed and did everything in their power to convert 
the people to Catholicism. When Hernan Cortes, conqueror of Mexico arrived in Yucatan he named the area "El Cairo/ The men 
of Cortes and Pizarro, some of whom had taken direct part in the struggle against Muslims in Africa or Spain called the Indian 
temples mezquitas (Spanish for masjid, mosque). By a rare paradox the first Christian to see the American land, Rodrigo de 
Triana or Rodrigo de Lepe, on his return to Spain became a Muslim abandoning his Christian allegiance "because Columbus did 
not give him credit nor the King any recompense, for his having seen before any other man, light in the Indies, " 

During the rule of Ferdinand the Catholic, in spite of excesses against Islam in Spain, some of the Moriscos who traveled to the 
Americas as explorers, soldiers and laborers began practicing their true faith and succeeded in propagating Islam to the 
Indians. A series of laws were decreed in order to stop the flow of Muslims free or enslaved, to the Americas and to win back the 
Muslim native Indians. The following shows the attitude of the Spanish hierarchy to this pressing problem, 

"The King: To our officials who reside in the city of Seville at the House of trade in the Indies. We are informed that because of 
the increase in the price of Negro slaves in Portugal and in the islands of Guinea and Cape Verde, some merchants and other 
persons who intend to have them for our Indies have gone or sent to buy Negroes m the islands of Sardinia, Majorca, Minorca 
and other parts of the Levant in order to send them to our Indies because they say that they are cheaper And because many of 
the Negroes in those parts of the Levant are of the race (casta) of the Moors and others trade with them and (since) in a new 
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Muslims and Discovery of America 

Muslims were always the forefathers of maritime discoveries, especially those which 
were unfairly attributed to western scientists. It is vivid clear that these discoveries 
were made by Muslim scientists. One of the most important discoveries was the 
discovery of America, which was ascribed to Christopher Columbus[1] in (1492 A.D.). 
Since Muslims announced the roundness of the Earth, depending on astrological and 
mathematical proofs, references emerged in their books to the possibility of the 
existence of inhabited islands on the other side of the Earth that have not been 
discovered yet This theory was based on the fact that it is not logic that one side of 
the surface of the Earth is thoroughly land while the other is fully covered with water, 
otherwise that would disturb the balance of the Earth and the regularity of its rotation 
[2]. 

Al-Biruni was the first to refer to this fact in his books. Depending on this theory, the 
adventures of geographical discovery started. These adventures were mentioned in 
the manuscripts of senior Muslim geographers, including Al-Mas'udi[31, in his book 
Muruj adh-dhahab wa ma'adin al-jawhar (The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems) 
and Al-ldrisi in his book Nuzhat Al-Mushtaq (Diversion for the Man Longing to Travel 
to Far-Off Places). 

This has been mentioned by the linguistic historian Father Anastas Al-Karmali[4], 
pointing out that Muslims preceded Columbus in reaching America from Lisbon due 
to their awareness of the warm current in the Atlantic Ocean. Al-Karmali said "Arabs 
were the first nation to know this current and its properties. They were also aware of 
its movement from Mexico to Ireland and vice versa"[5]. 



Muhiddin ibn Al-Reis's Maps 
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One of the most astonishing references to the 
discovery of America by Muslims is the map 
discovered by the German orientalist Paul Kahle 
|6] in the (Topkapi Saray Library) in Istanbul 
which he published in 1929 after international 
scientific scrutiny which lasted for many years. 
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wL [6| in the (Topkapi Saray Library) in Istanbul, 

j which he published in 1929 after international 



& I scientific scrutiny which lasted for many years. 

This startling map was drawn by a Muslim 
geographer called Muhiddin ibn Mohamed Al- 
Reis, nicknamed Piri Reisf7]. He was one of the 
captains in the Ottoman fleet, which was the 
dominant fleet at that time. In fact, this map is divided into various separate maps. It 
shows the eastern side of the Atlantic Ocean with its western Spanish and African 
coasts. It also shows the western side of the ocean, highlighting the American 
Continent with its coasts, islands, ports and animals. It further portrays the Red 
Indians who were drawn naked white grazing. 

In his book. History of the Arab Geographical Literature, the orientalist Krachkovsky 
commented on this map, pointing out that Reis must have drawn his map on the 
basis of the maps of Columbus, which might have been found by Reis when the 
Turkish Fleet defeated the Venetian Fleet in (1499) and confiscated some of its ships 
[8]. However, this opinion has been rejected by some researchers; this map of Reis 
has more details about places which were not known or discovered by Columbus. 
Nevertheless, those researchers have not presented alternative interpretation that 
could reveal the secret of this mysterious map. 
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It is worth of note that Brazilian newspapers published in 1952 a statement by 
Professor Gaghriz[9], Professor of Social Archaeological Sciences at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in the Republic of South Africa. This statement pointed out that 
historical books wrongly attribute the discovery of America to Christopher Columbus; 
Muslim Arabs, in fact, discovered it scores of years earlier[10]. This study, lasting for 
6 years, depended on the study of the human skeletons found in the Brazilian state of 
Granadapi]. 



Discovery of the Sixth Continent in the Southern Pole 

What is astonishing about the maps of Muhiddin 
Al-Reis is that they preoccupied scientists after 
the launch of space probes and photographing 
the Earth by satellites. Cartographers in America 
and Europe in the twentieth century used to think 
that these maps were inaccurate and had some 
mistakes according to their latest information 
about the American coast. However, after the 
emergence of the first photograph taken by the satellite, they were so startled that 
they found out that the maps of Moheiddin Al-Rayys are more accurate than they 
imagined and are identical to those taken by the satellite Therefore, those American 
and European scientists realized that they were incorrect. 




In light of these discoveries, a NASA team devoted themselves to reexamine these 
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Discovery of the Sixth Continent in the Southern Pole 

What is astonishing about the maps of Muhiddin 
Al-Reis is that they preoccupied scientists after 
the launch of space probes and photographing 
the Earth by satellites. Cartographers in America 
and Europe in the twentieth century used to think 
that these maps were inaccurate and had some 
mistakes according to their latest information 
about the American coast However after the 
emergence of the first photograph taken by the satellite, they were so startled that 
they found out that the maps of Moheiddin Al-Rayys are more accurate than they 
imagined and are identical to those taken by the satellite. Therefore, those American 
and European scientists realized that they were incorrect 




In light of these discoveries, a NASA team devoted themselves to reexamine these 
maps after having magnified it. The team was also astonished to find out that 
Muhiddin Al-Reis had identified in his maps a sixth continent in the Southern Pole, 
which is known as Antarctica. Amazingly enough, Muhiddin described the mountains 
and valleys of this continent which was only discovered in (1952). 

In his book, Chariots of the gods, writer Eric Phone Dunckin pointed out that the maps 
of Muhiddin Al-Reis were presented to Professor Maliri Arlington, professor of 
geographical maps at American universities. After close scrutiny, he announced that 
these maps have all geographical facts about America. However, when he doubted 
the presence of some mistakes or inaccurate location of some places, he sought the 
assistance of the geographers of the US Fleet, whose study of these maps showed 
that the maps of Al-Reis had accurately and amazingly portrayed the internal 
topography of the continents (geographical features). These maps showed 
mountains, rivers and valleys so accurate that they were photographed by the outer 
spacep 2). 

In (1957), a team of geographers at big observatories and American Marines to study 
the maps of Al-Reis at close. After conducting these studies with sophisticated 
devices, the team discovered that the maps of Al-Reis about the sixth continent were 
amazingly correct and accurate. They even referred to some areas which have not 
been discovered at present; mountains there were just discovered in (1952). They are 
continuously covered with thick strata of ice. These mountains have been drawn on 
modern maps by using echo-sounding apparatus. 

What is really amazing is the interest of the NASA in keeping studying these maps. 
They have been found to be identical to the photo taken of the Earth by a spacecraft 
while it was moving above the South Pole continent This photo which covered an 
area of (5000 miles) was amazingly identical to photos taken by satellitefl 3], 



Discovery of the Road to India via Spain 

In his book, the morning of the Blind (Sobh Al-A'sha), Al-Kalakshandi, Who died in 
(1418 A.D.) accurately described that the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean are 
linked. Such a description showed that Muslims knew this fact before Vasco da 
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Discovery of the Road to India via Spain 

In his book, the morning of the Blind (Sobh Al-A'sha), Al-Kalakshandi ( Who died in 
(1418 A.D.) accurately described that the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean are 
linked. Such a description showed that Muslims knew this fact before Vasco da 
Gama[14). Commenting on the Atlantic Ocean, he Said "It extends from the coasts of 
the Far Occidental Countries via the Sabtah Alley (referring to The Strait of Gibraltar), 
located between Andalusia and Bar Al Adwah towards the south. It then moves 
towards Lomtonah Desert (the Desert of Berbers) - , He also went on describing the 
maritime road, saying, "it moves towards the east behind the Moon Mountains from 
which the sources of the Nile of Egypt stem. Accordingly, the said sea moves towards 
the south and extends east towards a waste land behind the Negroes' countries. It 
then extends east and north until it gets connected with the sea of China and India 
[15]. 

Krachkovsky mentioned that an Arab navigator underwent the same journey of Vasco 
de Gama in (1420 A.D J, but he took the opposite direction. He started from a harbour 
on the Indian Ocean and moved around Africa until he reached the Moroccan ports 
on the Atlantic Ocean. This journey was initiated 27 years earlier than Vasco de 
Gama[16], 

In his memoirs, Vasco de Gama mentioned that Arab navigators whom he met on his 
journey were having advanced compasses for guiding ships, observation devices 
and maritime maps. He went on to say that he sought their assistance and sent some 
of their maps to King Manuel. He also added that a Muslim navigator, called (Master 
Kana) from Melinda led his ship from Melinda to Calcutta in India, in other references, 
the captain of the ship of Vasco de Gama was the Arab geographical navigator Ibn 
Maguidp7]{who invented the compass). 

It is noticed that the maps of Al-Masoudi and Al-ldrisi showed that the Indian and 
Atlantic oceans were linked around Africa. These areas were full of Arab ships that 
moved back and forth between India and the West of African 8]. 

it is really interesting to follow the efforts of Muslims in geography and the discovery 
of the Earth around them. It is also amazing to read about these fruitful efforts. 



Last Witness 

'To count the Arab geographers and their publications will speak volumes. Abul Fida 
[19] mentioned 60 names of geographers who appeared before him. Due to the 
insistence of Europeans on their inherited hatred(20] of Islam, senior and great 
western geographers have denied the Muslim contributions to geography. It is suffice 
to mention the contributions of Arabs which assure their importance, Arabs were the 
first to reach accurate astronomical knowledge which was the first basis for maps" 

m 

This is not our word but that of Gustave LeBon. 



[1] Columbus: Christopher Columbus (1451-1506), a famous Italian explorer to whom the 
discovery of the new world (America), Bahamas, and the islands of the Caribbean Sea was 
ascribed. He died in Spain due to the severity of his illness. 
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[I] Columbus: Christopher Columbus (1451-1506), a famous Italian explorer to whom the 
discovery of the new world (America), Bahamas, and the islands of the Caribbean Sea was 
ascribed. He died in Spain due to the severity of his illness. 

[2] See Galal Mazhar: Hadarat Al-lslam (Civilization of Islam) PP.396-397. 

[3] Al-Mas'udi: Aboul Hassan All bin Al-Hussern bin Ali (346 AH/957 AD). He was a 
historian, explorer, and researcher from Baghdad. He lived and died in Egypt. He wrote 
Muruj adh-dhahab wa ma'adin al-jawhar (The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems). See 
Al-Safdi: Al-Wafi bi Wafiat, P 21/6,7, and Al-Zirikli: Al-Aalam, 4/277. 

[4) Anastas Al-Karmali: Botrous Gabriel Youssef Awwad (1283-1366 AH/1B66-1947 ADK 
He was a scholar of literatures. Arabic language vocabulary, philosophy, and history. He 
was of a Lebanese origin. He was bom in Baghdad. See Al-Zirkili: Al-Aalam, 2/25. 

[5] Father Anastas Al-Karmali: Arabs had known America before the West knew it. This 
research was published in Al-Moktataf Magazine. Issue No. (1 06). He was referred 

to by Al-Akkad in his book The influence of Arabs on Civilization. P.47- 

[6] Paul Kahle (1875-1964), a famous German Orientalist He studied oriental languages at 
the universities of Marburg and Berlin. He was appointed a priest of Protestants in 
Romania and Cairo. 

[7] Piri Reis: Muhrddin ibn Mohamed Al-Reis (877-962 AH/ 1470-1555 AD). He was a ship 
captain in the Maritime Modon Battel in 1500. He managed to draw two maps of the world, 
which are. then, described as the most accurate. Among his famous publications was 
Kitab-i Bahriye (Book of Navigation). 

[8] Krachkovsky: History of the Arab Geographical Literature 2/562. 

[9] Gaghriz: Professor of social archaeological sciences at the university of Witwatersrand 
in South Africa. 

[10] Abdel Rahman Himadah: Arab Geographical Masters. P. 225. 

[II] Shawki Abu Khalil: Arab Islamic Civilization. P.500. 
[1 2] Eric Phone Dunkin: Chariots of god. P. 29. 

[1 3] Ahmed Shawki Al-Fangary: islamic Sciences, available at: 

http;//www.islamsetcom/arabic/asc/fangaryl t html 

[14] Vasco de Gamma: (1469-1542). He was a Portuguese maritime explorer He was 
thought to be the discoverer of the maritime route between Europe and India. He died 
in India. 

[1 5] Al-Kalakshandi: The Morning of the Blind (Sobh Al-Aasha) 3/237. 

[16] Kratshoviski; History of the Arab Geographical Literature 2/563. the Arabic version. 

[17] Ibn Macjuid: He is Ahmed bin Maguid bin Mohamed Al-Nagdi (904 A.H./1498 AD). He 
was known as the lion of the sea. He was also a senior Arab sea captain. He was a famous 
Arab navigator. See Al-Zarkli: The Masters (Al-Aalam) 1/200. 
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Muslims and Discovery of America 

Muslims were always the forefathers of maritime discoveries, especially those which 
were unfairly attributed to western scientists. It is vivid clear that these discoveries 
were made by Muslim scientists. One of the most important discoveries was the 
discovery of America, which was ascribed to Christopher Columbusp] in (1492 A.D.). 
Since Muslims announced the roundness of the Earth, depending on astrological and 
mathematical proofs, references emerged in their books to the possibility of the 
existence of inhabited islands on the other side of the Earth that have not been 
discovered yet. This theory was based on the fact that it is not logic that one side of 
the surface of the Earth is thoroughly land while the other is fully covered with water, 
otherwise that would disturb the balance of the Earth and the regularity of its rotation 
12]. 

Al-Biruni was the first to refer to this fact in his books. Depending on this theory, the 
adventures of geographical discovery started. These adventures were mentioned in 
the manuscripts of senior Muslim geographers, including Al-Mas'udi[3], in his book 
Muruj adh-dhahab wa ma'adin al-jawhar (The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems) 
and Al-ldrisi in his book Nuzhat Al-Mushtaq (Diversion for the Man Longing to Travel 
to Far-Off Places). 

This has been mentioned by the linguistic historian Father Anastas Al-Karmali[4], 
pointing out that Muslims preceded Columbus in reaching America from Lisbon due 
to their awareness of the warm current in the Atlantic Ocean. Al-Karmali said "Arabs 
were the first nation to know this current and its properties. They were also aware of 
its movement from Mexico to Ireland and vice versa"[5]. 
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One of the most astonishing references to the 
discovery of America by Muslims is the map 
discovered by the German orientalist Paul Kahle 



[6] in the (Topkapi Saray Library) in Istanbul, 
which he published in 1929 after international 
© scientific scrutiny which lasted for many years. 

This startling map was drawn by a Muslim 
geographer called Muhiddin ibn Mohamed Al- 
Reis, nicknamed Piri Reis[7]. He was one of the 
captains in the Ottoman fleet, which was the 
dominant fleet at that time. In fact, this map is divided into various separate maps. It 
shows the eastern side of the Atlantic Ocean with its western Spanish and African 
coasts. It also shows the western side of the ocean, highlighting the American 
Continent with its coasts, islands, ports and animals. It further portrays the Red 
Indians who were drawn naked while grazing. 

In his book, History of the Arab Geographical Literature, the orientalist Krachkovsky 
commented on this map, pointing out that Reis must have drawn his map on the 
basis of the maps of Columbus, which might have been found by Reis when the 
Turkish Fleet defeated the Venetian Fleet in (1499) and confiscated some of its ships 
|8]. However, this opinion has been rejected by some researchers; this map of Reis 
has more details about places which were not known or discovered by Columbus. 
Nevertheless, those researchers have not presented alternative interpretation that 
could reveal the secret of this mysterious map. 

It is worth of note that Brazilian newspapers published in 1952 a statement by 
Professor Gaghriz[9], Professor of Social Archaeological Sciences at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in the Republic of South Africa. This statement pointed out that 
historical books wrongly attribute the discovery of America to Christopher Columbus; 
Muslim Arabs, in fact, discovered it scores of years earlierpO]. This study, lasting for 
6 years, depended on the study of the human skeletons found in the Brazilian state of 
Granadapl]. 
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What is astonishing about the maps of Muhiddin 
Al-Reis is that they preoccupied scientists after 
the launch of space probes and photographing 
the Earth by satellites. Cartographers in America 
and Europe in the twentieth century used to think 
that these maps were inaccurate and had some 
mistakes according to their latest information 
about the American coast However, after the 
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Discovery of the Sixth Continent in the Southern Pole 

What is astonishing about the maps of Muhiddin 
Al-Reis is that they preoccupied scientists after 
the launch of space probes and photographing 
the Earth by satellites. Cartographers in America 
and Europe in the twentieth century used to think 
that these maps were inaccurate and had some 
mistakes according to their latest information 
about the American coast. However, after the 
emergence of the first photograph taken by the satellite, they were so startled that 
they found out that the maps of Moheiddin Al-Rayys are more accurate than they 
imagined and are identical to those taken by the satellite. Therefore, those American 
and European scientists realized that they were incorrect. 

In light of these discoveries, a NASA team devoted themselves to reexamine these 
maps after having magnified it. The team was also astonished to find out that 

Muhiddin Al-Reis had identified in his maps a sixth continent in the Southern Pole, 

which is known as Antarctica. Amazingly enough, Muhiddin described the mountains 
and valleys of this continent which was only discovered in (1952). 

In his book, Chariots of the gods, writer Eric Phone Dunckin pointed out that the maps 
of Muhiddin Al-Reis were presented to Professor Maliri Arlington, professor of 
geographical maps at American universities. After close scrutiny, he announced that 
these maps have all geographical facts about America. However, when he doubted 
the presence of some mistakes or inaccurate location of some places, he sought the 
assistance of the geographers of the US Fleet, whose study of these maps showed 
that the maps of Al-Reis had accurately and amazingly portrayed the internal 
topography of the continents (geographical features). These maps showed 
mountains, rivers and valleys so accurate that they were photographed by the outer 
spacep 2]. 

In (1 957), a team of geographers at big observatories and American Marines to study 
the maps of Al-Reis at close. After conducting these studies with sophisticated 
devices, the team discovered that the maps of Al-Reis about the sixth continent were 
amazingly correct and accurate. They even referred to some areas which have not 
been discovered at present; mountains there were just discovered in (1 952). They are 
continuously covered with thick strata of ice. These mountains have been drawn on 
modern maps by using echo-sounding apparatus. 

What is really amazing is the interest of the NASA in keeping studying these maps. 
They have been found to be identical to the photo taken of the Earth by a spacecraft 
while it was moving above the South Pole continent. This photo which covered an 
area of (5000 miles) was amazingly identical to photos taken by satellite[13]. 
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Discovery of the Road to India via Spain 

In his book, the morning of the Blind {Sobh Al-A'sha). Al-Kalakshandi, Who died in 
(1418 A.D.) accurately described that the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean are 
linked. Such a description showed that Muslims knew this fact before Vasco da 
Gama[l4j. Commenting on the Atlantic Ocean, he Said "It extends from the coasts of 
the Far Occidental Countries via the Sabtah Alley (referring to The Strait of Gibraltar), 
located between Andalusia and Bar Al Adwah towards the south. It then moves 
towards Lomtonah Desert (the Desert of Berbers)". He also went on describing the 
maritime road, saying, "it moves towards the east behind the Moon Mountains from 
which the sources of the Nile of Egypt stem. Accordingly, the said sea moves towards 
the south and extends east towards a waste land behind the Negroes' countries. It 
then extends east and north until it gets connected with the sea of China and India 
H 5J. 

Krachkovsky mentioned that an Arab navigator underwent the same journey of Vasco 
deGama in (1420 A.D.), but he took the opposite direction. He started from a harbour 
on the Indian Ocean and moved around Africa until he reached the Moroccan ports 
on the Atlantic Ocean. This journey was initiated 27 years earlier than Vasco de 
Gama[16]. 

In his memoirs, Vasco de Gama mentioned that Arab navigators whom he met on his 
journey were having advanced compasses for guiding ships, observation devices 
and maritime maps. He went on to say that he sought their assistance and sent some 
of their maps to King Manuel. He also added that a Muslim navigator, called (Master 
Kana) from Melinda led his ship from Melinda to Calcutta in India. In other references, 
the captain of the ship of Vasco de Gama was the Arab geographical navigator Ibn 
Maguidp 7] (who invented the compass). 

It is noticed that the maps of Al-Masoudi and Al-ldrisi showed that the Indian and 
Atlantic oceans were linked around Africa. These areas were full of Arab ships that 
moved back and forth between India and the West of African 8]. 

It is really interesting to follow the efforts of Muslims in geography and the discovery 
of the Earth around them. It is also amazing to read about these fruitful efforts. 



Last Witness 

"To count the Arab geographers and their publications will speak volumes. Abul Fida 
[191 mentioned 60 names of geographers who appeared before him. Due to the 
insistence of Europeans on their inherited hatred[20] of Islam, senior and great 
western geographers have denied the Muslim contributions to geography. It is suffice 
to mention the contributions of Arabs which assure their importance. Arabs were the 
first to reach accurate astronomical knowledge which was the first basis for maps" 
[211. 
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Last Witness 

"To count the Arab geographers and their publications will speak volumes. Abul Fida 
[19] mentioned 60 names of geographers who appeared before him. Due to the 
insistence of Europeans on their inherited hatred[20] of Islam, senior and great 
western geographers have denied the Muslim contributions to geography. It is suffice 
to mention the contributions of Arabs which assure their importance. Arabs were the 
first to reach accurate astronomical knowledge which was the first basis for maps" 
[21]. 

This is not our word but that of Gustave Le Bon. 



[I] Columbus: Christopher Columbus (1451 -1 506), a famous Italian explorer to whom the 
discovery of the new world (America), Bahamas, and the islands of the Caribbean Sea was 
ascribed. He died in Spain due to the severity of his illness. 

[2] See Galal Mazhar: Hadarat Al-lslam (Civilization of Islam) PP.396-397. 

[3] Al-Mas'udi: Aboul Hassan Ali bin Al-Hussein bin Ali (346 AH/957 AD). He was a 
historian, explorer, and researcher from Baghdad. He lived and died in Egypt. He wrote 
Muruj adh-dhahab wa ma'adin al-jawhar (The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems). See 
Al-Safdi: Al-Wafi bi Wafiat, P 21/6,7, and Al-Zirikli: Al-Aalam, 4/277. 

[4] Anastas Al-Karmali: Botrous Gabriel Youssef Awwad (1283-1366 AH/1866-1947 AD). 
He was a scholar of literatures, Arabic language vocabulary, philosophy, and history. He 
was of a Lebanese origin. He was born in Baghdad. See Al-Zirkili: Al-Aalam, 2/25. 

[5] Father Anastas Al-Karmali: Arabs had known America before the West knew it. This 
research was published in Al-Moktataf Magazine. Issue No. (106). He was referred 

to by Al-Akkad in his book The influence of Arabs on Civilization. P.47. 

[6] Paul Kahle (1875-1964), a famous German Orientalist. He studied oriental languages at 
the universities of Marburg and Berlin. He was appointed a priest of Protestants in 
Romania and Cairo. 

[7] Piri Reis: Muhiddin ibn Mohamed Al-Reis (877-962 AH/ 1 470-1 555 AD). He was a ship 
captain in the Maritime Modon Battel in 1 500. He managed to draw two maps of the world, 
which are, then, described as the most accurate. Among his famous publications was 
Kitab-i Bahriye (Book of Navigation). 

[8] Krachkovsky: History of the Arab Geographical Literature 2/562. 

[9] Gaghriz: Professor of social archaeological sciences at the university of Witwatersrand 
in South Africa. 

[1 0] Abdel Rahman Himadah: Arab Geographical Masters. P.225. 

[I I] Shawki Abu Khalil: Arab Islamic Civilization. P.500. 
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Muslim Invention and Discoveries 

Muslim has luul a profound anil lusting influence on the world today. 
Through their ingenious inventions and momentous discoveries, Muslims 
revolutionized science, technology and civilization. The creation of flptf 
Cheque, the first camera and the windmill, contributions in mathematics, 
medicine, hygiene and beautification are the great Muslim contribution. 

.\ timbers 

Muslims adapted the Indian version of numerals into the modern numbers I 
to 9 that WO use today. The application of Yero" was the work of Muslim 
mathematician, Bl-Khwnrizmi and al-kimii, in I K25. Arabic numerals 
initially came 10 Europe in the late I0' It century through Pope Sylvester-I 
who studied in Qurraha , Spain and then to Kome . 

t - - : ! 1 1 T .: 1 1 1 l\ li 

The fountain pen was invented lor ul-mu*izz an Egyptian sultan in 953 on 
his request lo have a pen which didn't require a separate inkpot and would 
not stain hands and clothes. The first fountain pen is the basics of all pens 

today. The ink will flow only when there is an intention to write Is 

this possible if (iod so wills )al-Mu*i77 and the craftsman) 

Kead! And your lord is most generous Who has taught (the writing! hy the 
pen. (Quran-Surah *Alaq-verses 3-4) 

Tooth brush 

Theuseof miswak was popularized by Prophet Mohammad ip.b.u.h). The 
Muslims practice of using a twig of raiswiik to scrub one's teeth before each 
prayer is amongst the credible sources which aided in inventing the tooth 
brush- Miswak not only has the chemicals for oral treatment hut the nvig 
also acts as a brush to scrub the teeth. 

If I had not found it hard for my followers or the people. I would have 
ordered them to clean their teeth with Miswak for every prayer. 



n b 



(vw!2.Book 13.no 12Sahih Al-Bokhari) 



Cheque 
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List of inventions in the medieval Islamic world 



History of technology 

By technological eras 

The Neolithic Revolution 

The Renaissance Revolution 

The Agricultural Revolution 

Market Revolution 

The First Industrial Revolution 

The Second Industrial Revolution 

Atomic Age 

Jet Age 

Space Age 

Digital Revolution 

Information Age 

The Third Industrial Revolution 

By historical regions 

Ancient Egypt 

Ancient India 

Ancient China 

Ancient Greece 

Ancient Rome 

Byzantine Empire 

Medieval Europe 

Medieval Islamic world 

By type of technology 

History of biotechnology 

History of communication 

History of computer hardware 

History of electrical engineering 

History of materials science 

History of measurement 

History of medicine 

History of nuclear technology 

History of transport 

Technology timelines 

Timeline of historic inventions 

Complete list 

Outlines 

Outline of technology 

Outline of prehistoric technology 



A number of inventions were made in the medieval Islamic world, a geopolitical region that has at various times 
extended from Spain and Africa in the west to Afghanistan and the Indian subcontinent in theeast.l , N' MiwnMtfe ^The 
inventions listed here were developed during the medieval Islamic world, which covers a period from the early Caliphate 
to the later Ottoman. Safavid and Mughal empires.'^ In particular, the majority of inventions here date back to the Islamic 
Golden Age, which is traditionally dated from the 8th to the 1 3th centuries.' 3 ^ 4 ' 
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Chemistry 
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This list is incomplete: you can help by expanding it. 

■ Citric acid: Jabir ibn Hayyan is credited with the discovery and isolation of citric acid, the sour component of lemons 
and other unripe fruits through the process of distillation.! 5 ! 

■ Nitric acid, sulfuric acid acetic acid, tartaric acid, and hydrochloric acid: The minera acids nitric acid, sulfuric acid 

acetic acid, tartaric acid, and hydrochloric acid were first isolated by Jabir ibn Hayyan.' 6 ' He originally referred to sulfuric 
acid as the oil of vitriol ^ 

Architecture 
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The interiors of the Alhambra in 

Spain are decorated with 

arabesque designs. 
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Spain are decorated with 
arabesque designs. 




At 72.5 meters, the Qutab Minar 

was the tallest minaret until the 

20th century, and remains the 

tallest brick and stone minaret 

in the world. 



• Arabesque: An elaborative application of repeating geometric forms often found decorating the walls of mosques. 

■ Minaret: The minaret is a distinctive architectural feature of Islamic architecture, especially mosques, dating back to 
the early centuries of Islam. Minarets are generally tall spires with onion-shaped crowns, usually either free standing or 
much taller than any surrounding support structure. The tallest minaret in pre-modern times was the Qutub Minar, which 
was 72.5 meters (237.9 ft) tall and was built in the 1 2th century, and it remains the tallest brick and stone minaret in the 
world. 

Milling 

■ Bridge mill: The bridge mill was a unique type of watermill that was built as part of the superstructure of a bridge. The 
earliest record of a bridge mill is from Cordoba, Spain in the 1 2th century.' 8 ' 

■ Vertical-axle windmill: A small wind wheel operating an organ is described as early as the 1 st century AD by Hero of 
Alexandria. I 9 " 10 * The first vertical-axle windmills were eventually built in Sistan, Persia as described by Muslim 
geographers. These windmills had long vertical driveshafts with rectangle shaped blades.!' 1 ' They may have been 
constructed as early as the time of the second Rashidun caliph Umar (634-644 AD), though some argue that this 
account may have been a 10th-century amendment.' 12 ' Made of six to twelve sails covered in reed matting or cloth 
material, these windmills were used to grind corn and draw up water, and used in the gristmilling and sugarcane 
industries.' 13 ' Horizontal axle windmills of the type generally used today, however, were developed in Northwestern 
Europe in the mOs.' 9 " 10 ' 
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Medicine in the medieval Islamic world 

This article is about Historic practice of "Rational medicine'- For Islam in medicine, see Prophetic medicine. For the 
contemporary practice, see Unani. 



- 



The lead section of this article may need to be rewritten. Please discuss this issue on the talk page and read 
the layout guide to make sure the section will be inclusive of all essential details. (September 201 2) 




A Latin copy of the Canon of 

Medicine, dated 1484, located 

at the P.I. Nixon Medical 

Historical Library of The 

University of Texas Health 

Science Center at San Antonio. 



In the history of medicine, Islamic medicine, Arabic medicine. Greco-Arabic and Greco-Islamic refer to medicine 
developed in the Islamic Golden Age, and written in Arabic, the lingua franca of Islamic civilization. The emergence of 
Islamic medicine came about through the interactions of the indigenous Arab tradition with foreign influences.' 1 ' 
Translation of earlier texts was a fundamental building block in the formation of Islamic medicine and the tradition that 
has been passed down.* 1 ' 

Latin translations of Arabic medical works had a significant influence on the development of medicine in the high Middle 
Ages and early Renaissance, as did Arabic texts which translated the medical works of earlier cultures.' 2 ' 

In the early Islamic and Mack's period (661-750 AD), Muslims believed that Allah provided a treatment for every 
illness.' 3 ' Around the ninth century, the Islamic medical community began to develop and utilize a system of medicine 
based on scientific analysis.' 3 ' The importance of the health sciences to society was emphasized, and the early Muslim 
medical community strived to find ways to care for the health of the human body. Medieval Islam developed hospitals, 
expanded the practice of surgery. Important medical thinkers and physicians of Islam were Al-Razi and Ibn Sina. Their 
knowledge on medicine was recorded in books that were influential in medical schools throughout Muslim history, and 
Ibn Sina in particular (under his Latinized name Avicenna) was also influential on the physicians of later medieval 
Europe. Throughout the medieval Islamic world, medicine was included under the umbrella of natural philosophy, due to 
the continued influence of the Hippocratic Corpus and the ideas of Aristotle and Galen. The Hippocratic Corpus was a 
collection of medical treatises attributed to the famous Greek physician Hippocrates of Cos (although it was actually 
composed by different generations of authors). The Corpus included a number of treatises which greatly influenced 
medieval Islamic medical literature. 

Terminology 

Some consider the label "Arab-Islamic" as historically inaccurate, arguing it does not appreciate the rich diversity of 
scholars who contributed to Islamic science many of whom were neither Arab nor Muslim.' 4 " 5 ' 

| Jump back a section 
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Science in the medieval Islamic world 

This article is about the history of science in the Islamic civilization between the 8th and 16th centuries. For information 
on science in the context of islam, see Islam and science. 



History of science 




Background 



Theories/sociology * Historiography * Pseudoscience 



By era 



In early cultures * in Classical Antiquity * In the Middle Ages * In the Renaissance * Scientific revolution * Romanticism in science * 



By culture 



African * Byzantine ■ Chinese * Indian * Islamic - Korean * Mexican * Persian * 



Natural sciences 



Astronomy * Biology • Botany * Chemistry ■ Ecology * Evolution * Geology * Geophysics * Paleontology * Physics * 



Mathematics 



Algebra * Calculus * Combinatorics * Geometry ■ Logic * Probability * Statistics * Trigonometry 



Social sciences 



Anthropology • Economics * Geography * Linguistics * Political science * Psychology * Sociology * Sustainability * 



Technology 



Agricultural science * Computer science * Materials science * Military science * 



Medicine 



Alternative medicine * Anatomy * Anesthesia (general) * Biochemistry * Biotechnology * Cancer * 

Cardiology (invasive and interventional) * Dermatology ■ Embryology • Endocrinology * Genetics ■ Immunology * 

Medical diagnosis * Molecular biology * Neurology * Neuroscience * Nutrition * Pathology * Psychiatry * Surgery * Virology 
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Science in the medieval Islamic world, also known as Islamic science or Arabic science, is the science developed and 
practised in the Islamic world during the Islamic Golden Age(c.750 CE-c.1258 CE). During this time r Indian, Asyriac. 
Iranian and especially Greek knowledge was translated into Arabic. These translations became a wellspring for scientific 
advances, by scientists from the Islamic civilization, during the Middle AgesJ 1 ' 
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Science in the context of Islamic civilization a 

The term Islam refers either to the religion of Islam or to the Islamic civilization that formed around it,' 13 ' Islamic 
civilization is composed of many faiths and cultures, although the proportion of Muslims among its population has 
increased overtime.' 14 ' 

The religion of Islam was founded during the lifetime of the Islamic prophet Muhammad. After his death in 632, Islam 
continued to expand under the leadership of its Muslim rulers, known as Caliphs. Struggles for leadership of the growing 
religious community began at this time, and continue today. The early periods of Islamic history after the death of 
Muhammad can be referred to as the Umayyad Caliphates.' 15 ' 

During the Umayyad Caliphate, the Islamic empire began to consolidate its territorial gains. Arabic became the language 
of administration. The Arabs became a ruling class assimilated into their new surroundings across the empire, rather 
than occupiers of conquered territories.! 1 &l 

The crystallization of Islamic thought and civilization 




The Abbasid Caliphate at its 
greatest extent, c. 850 



Through the Umayyad and, in particular, the succeeding Abbasid Caliphate's early phase, lies the period of Islamic 
history known as the High Caliphate. This era can be identified as the years between 692 and 945,' 15 ' and ended when 
the caliphate was marginalized by local Muslim rulers in Baghdad - its traditional seat of power. From 945 onward until 
the sacking of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1 258. the Caliph continued on as a figurehead, with power devolving more to 
local amirs.' 17 ! 

During the High Caliphate, stable political structures were established and trade flourished. The Chinese were 
undergoing a revolution in commerce, and the trade routes between the lands of Islam and China boomed both overland 
and along the coastal routes between the two civilizations.' 17 ! Islamic civilization continued to be primarily based upon 
agriculture, but commerce began to play a more important role as the caliphate secured peace within the empire. The 
wars and cultural divisions that had separated peoples before the Arab conquests gradually gave way to a new 
civilization encompassing diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds. This new Islamic civilization used the Arabic 
language as transmitters of culture and Arabic increasingly became the language of commerce and government.' 18 ' 

Over time, the great religious and cultural works of the empire were translated into Arabic, the population increasingly 
understood Arabic, and they increasingly professed Islam as their religion. The cultural heritages of the area included 
strong Hellenic, Indie, Asyrian and Persian influences. The Greek intellectual traditions were recognized, translated and 
studied broadly. Through this process, the population of the lands of Islam gained access to all the important works of 
all the cultures of the empire, and a new common civilization formed in this area of the world, based on the religion of 
Islam. A new era of high culture and innovation ensued, where these diverse influences were recognized and given their 
respective places in the social consciousness.' 19 ' 

Domains of thought and culture in the High Caliphate 
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Domains of thought and culture in the High Caliphate 




Illustration of medieval Islamic 
scholars 



The pious scholars of Islam, men and women collectively known as the ulama, were the most influential element of 
society in the fields of Sharia law, speculative thought and theology. Their pronouncements defined the external practice 
of Islam, including prayer, as well as the details of the Islamic way of life. They held strong influence over government, 
and especially the laws of commerce. They were not rulers themselves, but rather keepers and upholders of the rule of 
law.' 20 ' 

Conversely, among the religious, there were inheritors of the more charismatic expressions of Christianity and 
Buddhism, in the Sufi orders. These Muslims had a more informal and varied approach to their religion. Islam also 
expressed itself in other, more esoteric forms that could have significant influence over public discourse during times of 
social unrest,' 21 ' 

Among the more worldly, adab - polite, worldly culture - permeated the lives of the professional, the courtly and genteel 
classes. Art, literature, poetry, music and even some aspects of religion were among the areas widely appreciated by 
those of a more refined taste among Muslim and non-Muslim alike. New trends and new topics flowed from the center of 
the Baghdad courts, to be adopted both quickly and widely across the lands of Islam.' 21 ' 

Apart from these other traditions stood falsafa: Greek philosophy, inclusive of the sciences as well as the philosophy of 
the ancients. This science had been widely known across Mesopotamia and Iran since before the advent of Islam. These 
"sciences" were in many ways contrary to the teachings of Islam and the ways of the adab, but were nonetheless highly 
regarded in society. The ulama tolerated these outlooks and practices with reservation. Some faylasufs made a good 
living in the practices of astrology and medicine.' 21 ' 



Medieval Islamic science 
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The views of historians and scholars 



Role of Christians 



Role of Persians 
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Medieval Islamic science a 

Notable fields of inquiry 

The roots of Islamic science drew primarily upon Arab. Persian, Indian and Greek learning. The extent of Islamic 
scientific achievement is not as yet fully understood, but it is extremely vast' 1 ' 

These achievements encompass a wide range of subject areas; most notably' 1 ' 

■ Mathematics 

■ Astronomy 

■ Medicine 

Other notable areas, and specialized subjects, of scientific inquiry include 

■ Physics 

■ Alchemy and chemistry 

■ Cosmology 

■ Ophthalmology 

■ Geography and cartography 

■ Sociology 

■ Psychology 

Notable scientists 

In medieval Islam, the sciences, which included philosophy, were viewed holistically. The individual scientific disciplines 
were approached in terms of their relationships to each other and the whole, as if they were branches of a tree. In this 
regard, the most important scientists of Islamic civilization have been the polymaths, known as hakim or sages. Their 
role in the transmission of the sciences was central J 22 ' 

The hakim was most often a poet and a writer, skilled in the practice of medicine as well as astronomy and mathematics. 
These multi -talented sages, the central figures in Islamic science, elaborated and personified the unity of the sciences. 
They orchestrated scientific development through their insights, and excelled in their explorations as well.' 22 ' 

■ Jabir ibn Hayyan (ca. 8th - 9th centuries) was an alchemist who used extensive experimentation and produced many 
works on science and alchemy which have survived to the present day. Jabir described the laboratory techniques and 
experimental methods of chemistry. He identified many substances including sulfuric and nitric acid. He described 
processes including sublimation, reduction and distillation. He utilized equipment such as the alembic and the retort 
There is considerable uncertainty as to the actual provenance of many works that are ascribed to him.' 23 " 24 ' 
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in Ahmad ibn Musa ibn Shakir's 
treatise on mechanical devices. 
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Drawing of Self trimming lamp 
in Ahmad ibn Musa ibn Shakir's 
treatise on mechanical devices. 
The manuscript was written in 
Arabic. 



■ The Banu Musa brothers. Jafar-Muhammad, Ahmad and al-Hasan (ca. early 9th century) were three Persian sons of a 
colorful astronomer and astrologer. They were scholars close to the court of caliph al-Mamun. and contributed greatly to 
the translation of ancient works into Arabic. They elaborated the mathematics of cones and ellipses, and performed 
astronomic calculations. Most notably, they contributed to the field of automation with the creations of automated 
devices such as the ones described in their Book of Ingenious Devices.' 25 '* 26 " 27 ! 

■ Ibn Ishaq al-Kindi (801 -873) was a philosopher and polymath scientist heavily involved in the translation of Greek 
classics into Arabic. He worked to reconcile the conflicts between his Islamic faith and his affinity for reason; a conflict 
that would eventually lead to problems with his rulers. He criticized the basis of alchemy and astrology, and contributed 
to a wide range of scientific subjects in his writings. He worked on cryptography for the caliphate, and even wrote a piece 
on the subject of time, space and relative movement.' 28 ' 
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The eye according to Hunain 

ibn Ishaq. From a manuscript 

dated circa 1200. 



■ Hunayn ibn Ishaq (809-873) was one of the most important translators of the ancient Greek works into Arabic. He was 
also a physician and a writer on medical subjects. His translations interpreted, corrected and extended the ancient 
works. Some of his translations of medical works were used in Europe for centuries. He also wrote on medical subjects, 
particularly on the human eye. His book Ten Treatises on the Eye was influential in the West until the 17th century.' 29 ' 

■ Abbas ibn Firnas (81 0-887) was an Andalusian scientist, musician and inventor. He developed a clear glass used in 
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The eye according to Hunain 

ibn Ishaq. From a manuscript 

dated circa 1200. 



■ Hunayn ibn Ishaq (809-873) was one of the most important translators of the ancient Greek works into Arabic. He was 
also a physician and a writer on medical subjects. His translations interpreted, corrected and extended the ancient 
works. Some of his translations of medical works were used in Europe for centuries. He also wrote on medical subjects, 
particularly on the human eye. His book Ten Treatises on the Eye was influential in the West until the 17th century.' 29 ' 

■ Abbas ibn Firnas (810-887) was an Andalusian scientist, musician and inventor. He developed a clear glass used in 
drinking vessels, and lenses used for magnification and the improvement of vision. He had a room in his house where 
the sky was simulated, including the motion of planets, stars and weather complete with clouds, thunder and lightning. 
He is most well known for reportedly surviving an attempt at controlled flight. I 30 ' 

■ Thabit ibn Qurra (835-901 ) was a Sabian translator and mathematician from Harran, in what is now Turkey. He is 
known for his translations of Greek mathematics and astronomy, but as was common, he also added his own work to 
the translations. He is known for having calculated the solution to a chessboard problem involving an exponential 
series.' 31 ! 




A page from al-KhwarizmTs 
Algebra 



■ al-Khwarizmi (ca. 8th— 9th centuries) was a Persian mathematician,* 32 ' geographer and astronomer. He is regarded as 
the greatest mathematician of Islamic civilization.. He was instrumental in the adoption of the Indian numbering system, 
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A page from al-KhwarizmFs 
Algebra 



■ al-Khwarizmi (ca. 8th— 9th centuries) was a Persian mathematician,' 32 ' geographer and astronomer. He is regarded as 
the greatest mathematician of Islamic civilization.. He was instrumental in the adoption of the Indian numbering system, 
later known as Arabic numerals. His developed algebra, which also had Indian antecedents, by introducing methods of 
simplifying the equations. He used Euclidian geometry in his proofs.' 33 ^ 

■ al-Battani (850-922) was an astronomer who accurately determined the length of the solar year. He contributed to 
numeric tables, such as the Tables of Toledo, used by astronomers to predict the movements of the sun, moon and 
planets across the sky. Some of Battani's astronomic tables were later used by Copernicus. Battani also developed 
numeric tables which could be used to find the direction of Mecca from different locations. Knowing the direction of 
Mecca is important for Muslims, as this is the direction faced during prayer.' 34 ' 

■ Abu Bakr Zakariya al-Razi (ca. 854-925/935) was a Persian born in Rey, Iran. He was a polymath who wrote on a 
variety of topics, but his most important works were in the field of medicine. He identified smallpox and measles, and 
recognized fever was part of the body's defenses. He wrote a 23-volume compendium of Chinese, Indian, Persian, Syriac 
and Greek medicine. al-Razi questioned some aspects of the classical Greek medical theory of how the four humors 
regulate life processes. He challenged Galen's work on several fronts, including the treatment of bloodletting. His trial of 
bloodletting showed it was effective; a result we now know to be erroneous.' 35 ! 

■ al-Farabi (ca. 870-950) was a Persian/Iranian (born in Farab, Iran) rationalist philosopher and mathematician who 
attempted to describe, geometrically, the repeating patterns popular in Islamic decorative motifs. His book on the 
subject is titled Spiritual Crafts and Natural Secrets in the Details of Geometrical FiguresP^ 

■ ibn Sina (Avicenna) (908-946) was a Persian physician, astronomer, physicist and mathematician from Bukhara, 
Uzbekistan. In addition to his master work, The Canon of Medicine, he also made important astronomical observations, 
and discussed a variety of topics including the different forms energy can take, and the properties of light. He 
contributed to the development of mathematical techniques such as Casting out nines.' 37 ' 

■ al-Zahrawi (936-1 01 3) was an Andalusian surgeon who is known as the greatest surgeon of medieval Islam. His 
most important surviving work is referred to as al-Tasrif (Medical Knowledge). It is a 30 volume set discussing medical 
symptoms, treatments, and mostly pharmacology, but it is the last volume of the set which has attracted the most 
attention over time. This last volume is a surgical manual describing surgical instruments, supplies and procedures. 
Scholars studying this manual are discovering references to procedures previously believed to belong to more modern 
times.' 38 ' 

■ ibn al-Haytham (965-1040), also known as Alhazen, was an Iranian scientist born in Basra, Iraq (during Iranian Buyid 
Dynasty). Later, he moved to Egypt as an adult. Hasan Haytham worked in several fields, but is now known primarily for 
his achievements in astronomy and optics. He was an experimentalist who questioned the ancient Greek works of 
Ptnlemv and Galen At times al-Havthamsunnested Ptolomev's celestial model and fialen'sexnlanation of vision had 
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The views of historians and scholars 



A 



On the Impact of medieval Islamic science 

There are several different views on Islamic science among historians of science. 

■ The traditionalist view, as exemplified by Bertrand Russell,' 46 ' holds that Islamic science, while admirable in many 
technical ways, lacked the intellectual energy required for innovation and was chiefly important as a preserver of ancient 
knowledge and transmitter to medieval Europe. 

■ The revisionist view, as exemplified by Abdus Salam,' 47 lGeorge Saliba' 48 ' and John M. Hobson' 491 holds that a Muslim 
scientific revolution occurred during the Middle Ages,' 50 ' 

■ Scholars such as Donald Routledge Hill and Ahmad Y Hassan express the view that Islam was the driving force behind 
the Muslim achievements,' 51 ' 

■ According to Dallal, science in medieval Islam was "practiced on a scale unprecedented in earlier human history or 
even contemporary human history".' 52 ' 

■ Toby E. Hufff 53 " 54 ' takes the view that, although Islamic science did produce a number of innovations, it did not lead to 
the Scientific Revolution. 

■ Will Durant.< 55 'Fielding H. Garrison ( ' 56 'Hossein Nasr'^" 00 needed i and Bernard |_ewis' 57 " l " 7 ' e " fl0 ' eS(W ' fce 3 held that 
Muslim scientists helped in laying the foundations for an experimental science with their contributions to the scientific 
method and their empirical, experimental and quantitative approach to scientific inquiry. 



On the historiography of medieval Islamic science 

See also: Islam and science and Historiography of early Islam 

The history of science in the Islamic world, like all history, is filled with questions of interpretation. 

Historians of science generally consider that the study of science in the Islamic world, like all history, must be seen 
within the particular circumstances of time and place. 

■ A. I. Sabra opened a recent overview of Arabic science by noting, "I trust no one would wish to contest the proposition 
that all of history is local history ... and the history of science is no exception."' 58 ' 

Some scholars avoid such local historical approaches and seek to identify essential relations between Islam and 
science that apply at all times and places. 

■ The Persian philosopher and historian of science, Seyyed Hossein Nasr saw a more positive connection in "an Islamic 
science that was spiritual and antisecular" which "point[ed] the way to a new 'Islamic science' that would avoid the 
dehumanizing and despiritualizing mistakes of Western science."' 59 " 60 ' Nasr identified a distinctly Muslim approach to 
science, flowing from Islamic monotheism and the related theological prohibition against portraying graven images. In 
science, this is reflected in a philosophical disinterest in describing individual material objects, their properties and 
characteristics and instead a concern with the ideal, the Platonic form, which exists in matter as an expression of the will 
of the Creator. Thus one can "see why mathematics was to make such a strong appeal to the Muslim: its abstract nature 
furnished the bridge that Muslims were seeking between multiplicity and unity."' 61 ' 

Some historians of science, however, question the value of drawing boundaries that label the sciences, and the 
scientists who practice them, in specific cultural, civilizational, or linguistic terms. 

■ Some scholars consider the practice to be an example of "boosterism" and object that it "defines the achievements of 
scholars... in terms of their religion rather than their research."' 62 ' 

• While others simply consider it futile. For example, Nasir al-Din Tusi (1 201 -1 274), invented his mathematical theorem, 
the Tusi Couple, while he was director of Maragheh observatory. Tusi's patron and founder of the observatory was the 
non-Muslim Mongol conqueror of Baghdad, Hulagu Khan. The Tusi-couple "was first encountered in an Arabic text, 
written by a man who spoke Persian at home, and used that theorem, like many other astronomers who followed him 
and were all working in the "Arabic/Islamic" world, in order to reform classical Greek astronomy, and then have his 
theorem in turn be translated into Byzantine Greek towards the beginning of the 1 4th century, only to be used later by 
Cooernicus and others in Latin texts of Renaissance Eurooe."' 63 ' 
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10 Greatest Inventions by Muslims 

19.12.2006 

1 . Coffee 

The story goes that an Arab named Khalid was tending his goats in the Kaffa region of 
southern Ethiopia, when he noticed hi s animals became livelier after eating a certain 
berry. He boiled the berries to make the first coffee. Certainly the first record of the drink 
is of beans exported from Ethiopia to Yemen where Sufis drank it to stay awake all night 
to pray on special occasions. By the late 1 5th century it had arrived in Mecca and Turkey 
from where it made its way to Venice in 1645. It was brought to England in 1650 by a 
Turk named Pasqua Rosee who opened the first coffee house in Lombard Street in the 
City of London . The Arabic qahwa became the Turkish kahve then the Italian caffe and 
then English coffee. 

2. Chess 

A form of chess was played in ancient India but the game was developed into the form 
we know it today in Persia. From there i t spread westward to Europe - where it was 
introduced by the Moors in Spain in the 1 0th century - and eastward as far as Japan. The 
word rook comes from the Persian rukh, which means chariot. 

3. Parachute 



A thousand years before the Wright brothers a Muslim 
poet, astronomer, musician and engineer named 
Abbas ibn Firnas made several attempts to construct 
a flying machine. In 852 he jumped from the minaret 
of the Grand Mosque in Cordoba using a loose cloak 
stiffened with wooden struts. He hoped to glide like a 
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5. Metal Armor 

Quilting is a method of sewing or tying two layers of cloth with a layer of insulating 
material in between. It is not clear whether it was invented in the Muslim world or 
whether it was imported there from India or China. But it certainly came to the West via 
the Crusaders. They saw it used by Saracen warriors, who wore straw-filled quilted 
canvas shirts instead of armour. As well as a form of protection, it proved an effective 
guard against the chafing of the Crusaders' metal armour and was an effective form of 
insulation - so much so that it became a cottage industry back home in colder climates 
such as Britain and Holland. 

6. Surgery 

Many modern surgical instruments are of exactly the same design as those devised in 
the 10th century by a Muslim surgeon called al-Zahrawi. His scalpels, bone saws, 
forceps, fine scissors for eye surgery and many of the 200 instruments he devised are 
recognisable to a modern surgeon. It was he who discovered that catgut used for 
internal stitches dissolves away naturally (a discovery he made when his monkey ate his 
lute strings) and that it can be also used to make medicine capsules. In the 1 3th century, 
another Muslim medic named Ibn Nafis described the circulation of the blood, 300 years 
before William Harvey discovered it. Muslims doctors also invented anaesthetics of 
opium and alcohol mixes and developed hollow needles to suck cataracts from eyes in a 
technique still used today. 

7. Soup 

Ali ibn Nafi, known by his nickname of Ziryab (Blackbird) came from Iraq to Cordoba in 
the 9th century and brought with him the concept of the three-course meal - soup, 
followed by fish or meat, then fruit and nuts. He also introduced crystal glasses 

8. Pay Cheques 

The modern cheque comes from the Arabic saqq, a written vow to pay for goods when 
they were delivered, to avoid money having to be transported across dangerous terrain. 
In the 9th century, a Muslim businessman could cash a cheque in China drawn on his 
bank in Baghdad. 

9. Rocket and Torpedo 

Though the Chinese invented saltpetre gunpowder, and used it in their fireworks, it was 
the Arabs who worked out that it could be purified using potassium nitrate for military 
use. Muslim incendiary devices terrified the Crusaders. By the 15th century they had 
invented both a rocket, which they called a "self-moving and combusting egg", and a 
torpedo - a self-propelled pear-shaped bomb with a spear at the front which impaled 
itself in enemy ships and then blew up. 
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Islamic Inventions [Part One] 

the Muslim world has given us many innovations that we take for granted in our daily life. In 
these videos we will take a look at some of the Islamic Inventions of the past! 
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During the Islamic Golden Age (c.750 CE - c.l 258 CE) philosophers, scientists and engineers of 
the Islamic world contributed enormously to technology, both by preserving earlier traditions and 
by adding their own inventions and innovations. Scientific and intellectual achievements 
blossomed in the Golden age. 
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Islamic History Of Europe - BBC Documentary.... 

Few in Europe realize today how much they owe to Muslim Spain for that great dawn of 
enlightenment called the Renaissance. Many outstanding philosophers, mathematicians, 
scientists, astronomers and physicians from Andalusia are but obliterated memories for Europe, 
buried in the forlorn graveyards of oblivion. 




r.i/i 



l_rj 



y±~ 3:09 



Q^ Search YouTube 



Center for the Study of Political Islam 



m 



\h 



r- 



lislam.com 




® Why We Are Afraid, A 1400 Year Secret, by Dr Bill Warn... 



564,742 VIEWS 



2,852 likes, 1,394 dislikes 



^^ TinShipProd ^ 

August 31 ,2012 



Why We Are Afraid, A 1 400 Year Secret, by Dr Bill Warner 



videos/bill- warner-islam-1400-vears-fear-enalish-titles 



The history of Islam in Europe and how it effects us to this day. This is a history based on 
numbers and facts that you may not see anywhere else and explains why we may be afraid to see 
Islam for what it is based on its own doctrine and practice. 
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Science & Islam - The Empire of Reason [HD] FULL BBC Documentary 2 of 3 HD 

Physicist Jim Al-Khalili travels through Syria, Iran, Tunisia and Spain to tell the story of the great 
leap in scientific knowledge that took place in the Islamic world between the 8th and 1 4th 
centuries. 

Its legacy is tangible, with terms like algebra, algorithm and alkali all being Arabic in origin and at 
the very heart of modern science - there would be no modern mathematics or physics without 
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Golden Age of Islam 

The Islamic Golden Age is traditionally dated from the mid-8thtothe mid-1 3th century AD. 
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1421 : The Year a Chinese Muslim Discovered America 
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Number of comments: 72 
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discoverer of America. 



The British submarine engineer and historian Gavin Menzies gave an 
astounding seminar on March 1 5, 2002 to the Royal Geographical Society 
in London, with evidence to support his theory that Zheng He, a Chinese 
Muslim navigator in the Ming dynasty, beat Columbus by more than 70 
years in discovering America. 

Using evidence from maps drawn dated before Columbus' trip that clearly 
showed America, and astronomical maps traced back to Zheng He's time, 
Menzies is confident that the Zheng He should be honored as the first 



Menzies's conclusion is based on 1 4 years of research that includes secret maps, evidence of artifacts, and 
apparent proof of the voyage provided by the modern astronomy software program Starry Night 

As key evidence for a voyage that will remake history, Menzies says he obtained ancient Chinese 
navigation charts associated with the travels of Zheng He. The journey ran from 1 421 to 1 423. Menzies 
maintains that the ships sailed around the Southern tips of both Africa and South America. 
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The late evening southern sky as it would have looked on March 1 8, 1 421 , 

from off the southern tip of South America, Reconstructed with Starry 

Night Software to compare with maps found from Zheng He's voyages. 




"I set Starry Night up for dates in 1421 for parts of the world where I thought the Chinese had sailed," 
explained Menzies, a navigation expert and former Royal Navy submarine commander. He found that in 
two separate locations of the voyage, easily recognizable stars were directly above Zheng He's fleet. 

Those stars have since moved, due to changes in Earth's orientation in space. Earth's spin is slightly 
imperfect, and its axis carves a circle on the sky every 26,000 years. The phenomenon, called precession, 
means that each pole points to different stars as time progresses. Menzies used the software program to 
recreate the sky as it would have looked in 1 421 . 

"I had Chinese star charts, and I needed to date the charts," he said. "By an incredible bit of luck, one of the 
courses they steered, between Sumatra and Dondra Head, Ceylon, was due west" 

This part of the journey was very near the equator in the Indian Ocean. Both Polaris, the North Star, and the 
bright southern star Canopus, which was very nearly above the celestial south pole, were on the charts. 
"From that I was able to determine the apparent shift of Polaris (due to precession). I could therefore date 
the chart to 1421, plus or minus 30 years." 

Phillip Sadler, a celestial navigation expert at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, says the 
estimation of a map's age based on star positions is possible. He said an estimate within 30 years, as 
Menzies claims, is possible. (Continues on Page 2) 
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As key evidence for a voyage that will remake history, Menzies says he obtained ancient Chinese navigation charts 
associated with the travels of Zheng He. 
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About Zheng He: 



Zheng He (1371 -1435), or Cheng Ho, is China's most famous navigator He built a total of 1622 ships and 
made at least seven major excursions between 1405 AD and 1430 AD. He traveled more than 50,000km 
and visited over 30 countries, reaching Somalia and probably Europe (France, Holland and Portugal). 

Zheng He constructed many wooden ships, some of which are the largest in the history, in Nanjing. Three 
of the shipyards still exist today. 

In each trip, he led a troop of 27,800 people on more than 300 ships. In each trip, 62 major ships of this fleet 
were employed, each over 400 ft long and 193 ft wide, holding 1000 people per ship, dwarfing Columbus' 
Santa Maria (75 ft x 25 ft) more than six-fold. 

In the 1930s, a stone pillar was discovered in a town in Fujian province. It held an inscription that described 
the amazing voyages of Zheng He. 

Zheng He described how the emperor of the Ming Dynasty had ordered him to sail to "the countries beyond 
the horizon," all the way to the end of the earth." His mission was to display the might of Chinese. 

The pillar contains the Chinese names for the countries Zheng He visited. He wrote: 

We have. ..beheld in the ocean huge waves like mountains rising sky-high, and we have set eyes on 
barbarian regions far away hidden in a blue transparency of light vapors, while our sails, loftily unfurled 
like clouds, day and night continued their course rapid like that of a star, transversing the savage waves as 
if we were treading a public thoroughfare. 

The countries and territories covered and recorded in the official Ming history includes Java, Sumatra, 
Vietnam, Siam, Cambodia, Philippines, Ceylon, Bangladesh, India, Yemen, Arabia, Somalia, Mogadishu. As a 
clear demonstration of his travel to Africa, among the souvenirs he brought back to China were the giraffes 
and lions, indigenous animals of Africa. 

The official history also mentioned "Franca* (which was the territory to describe today's France and 
Portugal) and Holland. The Hollanders were described as tall people with red hair and beard, long nose, and 
deep eye sockets, if he did meet with the Europeans in their native countries, then the only way would be to 
navigate around the Cape of Good Hope before the Suez Canal was a throughway. 

Unfortunately, Zheng He's magnificent accomplishment was later targeted by other courtiers as wasteful. 
Most of his records were destroyed and building of ships with more than three masts were considered 
crimes punishable by death. So, a large part of his excursion (which might include the America part) has no 
reports. 

In Africa near Kenya today, there are tribes that are clearly Asian-looking. They also consider themselves 
as the descendants of Zheng He's crew. 
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We have... beheld in the ocean huge waves like mountains rising sky-high, and we have set eyes on 
barbarian regions far away hidden in a blue transparency of light vapors, while our sails, loftily unfurled 
like clouds, day and night continued their course rapid like that of a star, transversing the savage waves as 
if we were treading a public thoroughfare. 

The countries and territories covered and recorded in the official Ming history includes Java, Sumatra, 
Vietnam, Siam, Cambodia, Philippines, Ceylon, Bangladesh, India, Yemen, Arabia, Somalia, Mogadishu. As a 
clear demonstration of his travel to Africa, among the souvenirs he brought back to China were the giraffes 
and lions, indigenous animals of Africa. 

The official history also mentioned "Franca" (which was the territory to describe today's France and 
Portugal) and Holland. The Hollanders were described as tall people with red hair and beard, long nose, and 
deep eye sockets, if he did meet with the Europeans in their native countries, then the only way would be to 
navigate around the Cape of Good Hope before the Suez Canal was a throughway. 

Unfortunately, Zheng He's magnificent accomplishment was later targeted by other courtiers as wasteful. 
Most of his records were destroyed and building of ships with more than three masts were considered 
crimes punishable by death. So, a large part of his excursion (which might include the America part) has no 
reports. 

In Africa near Kenya today, there are tribes that are clearly Asian-looking. They also consider themselves 
as the descendants of Zheng He's crew. 

His achievements show that China had the ships and navigational skills to explore the world. Mysteriously, 
China did not follow up on these voyages. The Chinese destroyed their ocean going ships and halted 
further expeditions. Thus, a century later, Europeans would "discover" China, instead of the Chinese 
"discovering" Europe. 

China has a very old seafaring tradition. Chinese ships had sailed to India as early as the Han Dynasty. 
Chinese saifors had an important invention to help them -the compass. The compass, or "south pointing 
spoon," started out as a fortune-telling instrument used like anOuija board. By the Song era, sailors had 
taken it up. As a foreign ship captain wrote, "in dark, weather they look to the south pointing needle, and 
use a sounding tine to determine the smell and nature of the mud on the sea bottom, and so know where 
they are. 

Chinese shipbuilders also developed fore-and-aft sails, the sternpost rudder, and boats with paddlewheels. 
Watertight compartments below decks kept the ship from sinking. Some boats were armor plated for 
protection. All these developments made long distance navigation possible. 

After the Mongols were overthrown in T 368, the emperor of the new Ming Dynasty wanted to assert 
Chinese power. Because China was no longer part of a land empire that stretched from Asia to Europe, the 
emperor turned to the sea. He decided to build a navy. The Chinese made elaborate plans that would not be 
fulfilled for many years. A shipyard was built at the new capital of Najing (Nanking). Thousand of varnish 
and tung trees were planted on nearby Purple Mountain to provide wood for shipbuilding. The emperor 
established a school of foreign languages to train interpreters. While all this was going on, the man who 
would lead the navy was still an infant. 

Zheng He was born in 1 371 in Kunyang, a town 
in southwest Yunnan Province. His family, 
named Ma, were part of a minority group known 
as the Semur. They originally came from Central 
Asia and followed the religion of Islam. Both his 
grandfather and father had made the Muslim 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Zheng He grew up hearing 
their accounts of travel through foreign lands. 

Yunnan was one of the last strongholds of 
Mongol support, holding out long after the Ming 
Dynasty began. After Ming armies conquered 
Yunnan in 1 382, Zheng He was taken captive 
and brought to Nanjing. The eleven year old boy 
was made a servant of the prince who would 
become the Yong Le Emperor. It was Yong Le 
who renamed the boy Zheng He. 

Zheng He is described in Chinese historical 
records as tall and heavy, with "clear-cut 
features and long ear lobes; a stride like a 
tiger's and voice clear and vibrant." He was well 
liked and admired for his quick wit in argument 
Moreover, he was a brave soldier. When his 
prince seized the Chinese throne from his 
nephew, Zheng He fought well on his behalf. As 
a result, Zheng He became a close confidant of 
the new emperor and was given an important 
position at court. 

The Yong Le emperor had ambitious plans. A 
vigorous man, he rebuilt the Great Wall to the 
condition in which it pyiAtA tnrlAV Hp also huilt 
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Zheng He was born in 1 371 in Kunyang. a town 
in southwest Yunnan Province. His family, 
named Ma, were part of a minority group known 
as the Semur. They originally came from Central J 
Asia and followed the religion of Islam. Both his 
grandfather and father had made the Muslim 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Zheng He grew up hearing 
their accounts of travel through foreign lands. 



Yunnan was one of the last strongholds of 
Mongol support, holding out long after the Ming 
Dynasty began. After Ming armies conquered 
Yunnan in 1 382, Zheng He was taken captive 
and brought to Nanjing. The eleven year old boy 
was made a servant of the prince who would 
become the Yong Le Emperor. It was Yong Le 
who renamed the boy Zheng He. 

Zheng He is described in Chinese historical 
records as tall and heavy, with "clear-cut 
features and long ear lobes; a stride like a 
tiger's and voice clear and vibrant." He was well 
liked and admired for his quick wit in argument. 
Moreover, he was a brave soldier. When his 
prince seized the Chinese throne from his 
nephew, Zheng He fought well on his behalf. As 
a result, Zheng He became a close confidant of 
the new emperor and was given an important 
position at court. 
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The Yong Le emperor had ambitious plans. A 

vigorous man, he rebuilt the Great Wall to the 

condition in which it exists today. He also built 

his new capital at Beijing, next to the remains of 

the former Yuan capital. The emperor decided 

to go ahead with the sea voyages that had long been planned. He appointed Zheng He to lead them and 

gave him the title "Admiral of the Western Seas." 



Admiral Zheng He 



At each country Zheng He visited, he was to present gifts from the emperor and to exact tribute for the glory 
of the Ming. The Chinese had a unique view of foreign relations. Because China developed its culture in 
isolation from other great civilization, it says itself as the center of the world. The Chinese called their 
country "the Middle Kingdom/ 

The Chinese emperor's duty was to attract "all under heaven" to be civilized in Confucian harmony. When 
foreign ambassadors came to the Chinese court, they "kowtowed" as they approached the emperor (The 
required process of "kowtow" was to kneel three times and bow one's head to the floor three times at each 
kneeling.) In return for tribute from other countries, the emperor sent gifts and special seals that confirmed 
their rulers' authority. In fact, these foreign kings were officially made part of the Ming Dynasty. 

In 1405 Zheng He set out on his first voyage. No nation on earth had ever sent such a fleet onto the ocean. 
It included sixty-two large ships, some 600 feet long, larger than any other on the seas. Hundreds of 
smaller vessels accompanied them. A Chinese historian described them; "The ships which sail the 
Southern Sea are like houses. When their sails are spread they are like great clouds in the sky." 

Zheng He's first port of call was in Champa, a part of today's Vietnam. He was surprised to find many 
Chinese living there. Merchants and craftsmen had emigrated from the coastal provinces since the time of 
the Tang Dynasty. They had already helped to spread Confucian ideals, and Champs's ruler willingly offered 
tribute for the Chinese emperor. In return, of course, Zheng He presented the king with lavish gifts that were 
probably more valuable. (Continues on Page 3) 
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The British submarine engineer and historian Gavin 
Menzies gave an astounding seminar on March 15, 2002 
to the Royal Geographical Society in London, with 
evidence to support his theory that Zheng He, a 
Chinese Muslim navigator in the Ming dynasty, beat 
Columbus by more than 70 years in discovering America* 

Using evidence from maps drawi dated before Columbus' 
trip that clearly showed America, and astronomical 
maps traced back to Zheng He's time, Menzies is 
confident that the Zheng He should be honored as the 
first discoverer of America. 

Menzies's conclusion is based on 14 years of research 
that includes secret maps, evidence of artifacts, and 
apparent proof of the voyage provided by the modern 
astronomy software program Scarry Night. 

As key evidence for a voyage that will remake history, 
Menzies says he obtained ancient Chinese navigation 
charts associated with the travels of Zheng He, The 
Journey ran from 1421 to 1423, Menzies maintains that 
the ships sailed around the Southern tips of both 
Africa and South America. 



The late evening southern sky as it v/ould have looked 
on March 18, 1421, from off the southern tip of South 
America, Reconstructed with Starry Night Software to 
compare with maps found from Zheng He's voyages, 

"I set Starry Night up for dates in 1421 for parts of 
the world where I thought the Chinese had sailed," 
explained Menzies, a navigation expert and former 
Royal Navy submarine commander. He found that in two 
separate locations of the voyage, easily recognizable 
stars were directly above Zheng He's fleet. 

Those stars have since moved, due to changes in 
Earth's orientation in space. Earth's spin is slightly 
imperfect, and its axis carves a circle on the sky 
every 26,000 years. The phenomenon, called precession, 
means that each pole points to different stars as time 
progresses. Menzies used the software program to 
recreate the sky as it would have looked in 1421. 

"I had Chinese star charts, and I needed to date the 
charts," he said. "By an incredible bit of luck, one 
of the courses they steered, between Sumatra and 
Dondra Head, Ceylon, was due west*" 

This part of the journey was very near the equator in 
the Indian Ocean. Both Polaris, the North Star, and 
the bright southern star Canopus, ttfruch was very 
nearly above the celestial south pole, rtere on the 
charts. "From that I was able to determine the 
apparent shift of Polaris (due to precession). I could 
therefore date the chart to 1421, plus or minus 30 
years." 

Phillip 5adler J a celestial navigation expert at the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, says the 
estimation of a map's age based on star positions is 
possible. He said an estimate v/ithin 30 years, as 
Menzies claims, is possible. 

About Zheng He; 

Zheng He (1371-1435), or Cheng Ho, is China's most 
famous navigator. He built a total of 1622 ships and 
made at least seven major excursions between 1405 AD 
and 1430 AD. He traveled more than 50,000km and 
visited over 30 countries, reaching Somalia and 
probably Europe {France, Holland and Portugal). 

Zheng He constructed many wooden ships, some of which 
are the largest in the history, in Nanjing. Three of 
the shipyards still exist today. 
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Chinese Muslim Zeng He discovered America before 
Columbus 
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XdoiM2finQ He a Chinese Muslim admiral sailed and found America before Columbus** JDn the Bth of March* 
l -dlPfcw Ihigtzt fleet the world had ever seen sailed fiom its base in China The ships, huge junks nearly five 
^dfctttpK long and built horn the finest teak, were under the command of Emperor Zhu Di's loyal eunuch 

irrtission was 'to proceed all the way to the end of the earth to collect tribute from the baibanans 
bgfQftfi the seas' and unite the whole world in Confucian harmony. The journey would last over two years and 
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Cherokee Muslims wore Mali headgear and their script is based on Arabic 
Cherokee* Muslims 



When they returned Zhu Di lost conbol and China was beginning its long, self-imposed isolation from the world 
it had so recently embraced. The great ships rolled at their moorings and the records of their journeys were 
destroyed. Lost was the knowledge that Chinese ships had reached America seventy years before Columbus 
and circumnavigated the globe a century before Magellan. They had also discovered Antarctica* reached 
Australia Three hundred and fifty years before Cook and solved the problem of longitude three hundred years 
before the Europeaos^ 

httpy/wapedia + mobi/en/Zheng^He?t=2. 

Great Moments in World Trade: The Fall of China's Treasure Fleet by Jeremy W Smith 
March 31. 2008 

Prince Zhu Di stormed the Chinese Imperial Palace and occupied its throne by force on a July day in 1 402. As 
his first order of business, the new emperor executed hundreds of Confucian officials considered loyal to his 
sibling predecessor and thus launched a boom in trade. 

Confucians had argued domestic agriculture alone must supply the Chinese economy. Now, private trade was 
peimitted to Chinese citizens and port access granted to foreign merchants. 'All within the four seas are one 
family/ Zhu Di said- "Let there be mutual trade at frontier barriers in order to supply the country's needs and to 
encourage distant people to come.* 
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Chinese Muslim Zeng He discovered America 70 years before Columbus 

By Abba Lord 



Chinese Muslim Zeng He discovered America before Columbus 

Posted on April 2, 2008 by The Editors 

http://rupeenews.com/2008/04/02/chinese-muslim-zeng-he-discovered-america-before-columbus/ 

Admiral Zeng He a Chinese Muslim admiral sailed and found America before Columbus". ..On the 8th of 
March, 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever seen sailed from its base in China. The ships, huge 
junks nearly five hundred feet long and built from the finest teak, were under the command of Emperor 
Zhu Di's loyal eunuch admirals. Their mission was 'to proceed all the way to the end of the earth to 
collect tribute from the barbarians beyond the seas' and unite the whole world in Confucian harmony. 
The journey would last over two years and circle the globe. 
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Cherokee Muslims wore Mali headgear and their script is based on Arabic 

When they returned Zhu Di lost control and China was beginning its long, self-imposed isolation from the world it had so 
recently embraced. The great ships rotted at their moorings and the records of their journeys were destroyed. Lost was the 
knowledge that Chinese ships had reached America seventy years before Columbus and circumnavigated the globe a century 
before Magellan. They had also discovered Antarctica, reached Australia three hundred and fifty years before Cook and 
solved the problem of longitude three hundred years before the Europeans..." 
http://wapedia.mobi/en/Zheng_He?t=2. 

Great Moments in World Trade: The Fall of China's Treasure Fleet by Jeremy N. SmithMarch 31 , 2008 
Prince Zhu Di stormed the Chinese Imperial Palace and occupied its throne by force on a July day in 1 402. As his first order 
of business, the new emperor executed hundreds of Confucian officials considered loyal to his sibling predecessor and thus 
launched a boom in trade.Confucians had argued domestic agriculture alone must supply the Chinese economy. Now, private 
trade was permitted to Chinese citizens and port access granted to foreign merchants. "All within the four seas are one 
family," Zhu Di said. "Let there be mutual trade at frontier barriers in order to supply the country's needs and to encourage 
distant people to come." 

Unprecedented construction began on 1,700 oceangoing warships and support vessels. The largest of the fleet-so-called 
"treasure ships"-required nine masts and spanned 400-by-l 60 feet. Christopher Columbus's Santa Maria would stretch only 
eighty-five feet. In fact, until World War I, the early-fifteenth-century Chinese armada was by far the most impressive the 
wodd had ever known. Its total crew numbered nearly 30,000. Their commander was eunuch Zheng He. 



To be a eunuch was an invitation to power in fourteenth and fifteenth century China. Outside the Imperial Palace these men 
specialized in seafaring and trade. The most successful grew as rich as royalty. None would merit more than Zheng He. 
Over the next three decades, the Treasure Fleet crossed the China Seas and India Ocean seven times, reaching the Persian 
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To be a eunuch was an invitation to power in fourteenth and fifteenth century China. Outside the Imperial Palace these men 
specialized in seafaring and trade. The most successful grew as rich as royalty. None would merit more than Zheng He. 
Over the next three decades, the Treasure Fleet crossed the China Seas and India Ocean seven times, reaching the Persian 
Gulf, Africa, and, some claim, North America. From South Asia, ships carried home cardamom and cinnamon, ginger and 
turmeric, pepper and pearls. From present-day Sri Lanka and Malaysia came elephants, tigers, leopards, rare birds, and 
relics. In east Africa, Chinese silk and porcelain were traded for ivory, medicine, and precious stones. 

"Half the world was in China's grasp, and with such a formidable navy the other half was easily within reach, had China 
wanted it," writes Louise Levathes, author of When China Ruled the Seas. "China could have become the great colonial power, 
a hundred years before the great age of European exploration and expansion." 

China declined. Zhu Di considered himself all-powerful and his country-the Middle Kingdom-divinely chosen. Foreign goods 
were welcomed. But make the barbarians themselves his subjects? Never.What happened next is an enduring lesson in the 
consequences when trade is driven by politics, not commerce. 

Zhu Di died August 1 2, 1 424. His son and successor sought Confucian counsel. "All voyages of the treasure ships are to be 
stopped," he subsequently ordered. "All goods on the ships are to be turned over to the Department of Internal Affairs and 
stored." Officials currently abroad on business were ordered back to the capital. Those selected for future voyages were 
ordered back to their home. Zheng He, now owner of a 70-room house, died at sea. 

By 1 450, repairs had ceased on the Treasure Fleet. Without reliable passage for visitors, the imperial tribute system shrank. 
Ambassadors gave way to smugglers. Fearing goods from outside powers could undermine authority, the government 
banned foreign trade. In 1 500, to build a boat with three or more masts was a capital offense. Soon it was a crime simply to 
go to sea. For almost 500 years, China all but abandoned world trade. 

Today, we witness the second coming of the Treasure Fleet, though Chinese Communist Party leaders must share a far 
greater portion of the spoils than did Emperor Zhu Di. 

Chinese exports account for half to two-thirds of all trade between Asia and Europe and North America. The country's SI 7 
billion China Ocean Shipping Company (COSCO) alone operates a 600-vessel merchant fleet whose annual traffic volume 
exceeds 300 million tons. Not to be outdone is the world's largest containership, the Denmark-made Emma Maersk 3, which 
delivered a record 1 1 ,000 containers from China to Great Britain in its "S.S. Santa" Christmas voyage eighteen months ago 
with a crew that totaled just 1 3 sailors. Whether they realized it or not, all were descendants of admiral eunuch Zheng He. 

MOOR INFORMATION: 



Zheng He (simplified Chinese: SB$D; traditional Chinese: 53?0; pinyin: Zheng He; Wade-Giles: Cheng Ho; Birth name: SSfl] Ma 
He. Also known as: ,^EI5/ BH^; pinyin: Ma Sanbao, Arabic/Persian name:j^^>°«^ Hajji Mahmud Shams) (1371- 
1435), was a Hui Chinese mariner, explorer, diplomat and fleet admiral, who commanded voyages to Southeast Asia, South 
Asia, and East Africa, collectively referred to as the travels of "Eunuch Sanbao to the Western Ocean" (Chinese: HlXAIiTS 
;¥) or "Zheng He to the Western Ocean", from 1 405 to 1 433. 



Led a trip of seven Chinese sailors, including Ma Huan, from Calicut to Mecca on a native ship. Cities visited by Zheng He's 
fleet or its squadron on the 7th or any of the previous voyages are shown in red. 

Zheng He was originally named 'Ma He' and was born in 1 371 . [1] He was the second son of a Muslim family which also had 
four daughters, from Kunyang, present day Jinning, just south of Kunming near the southwest corner of Lake Dian in Yunnan. 
He was the great great great grandson of Sayyid Ajjal Shams al-Din Omar, a Persian who served in the administration of the 
Mongolian Empire and was appointed governor of Yunnan during the early Yuan Dynasty. Both his grandfather and great- 
grandfather carried the title of Haiii. which indicates they had made the pilgrimage to Mecca. His great-grandfather was 
named Bayan and may have been a member of a Mongol garrison in Yunnan. 

In 1 381, the year his father was killed, following the defeat of the Northern Yuan, a Ming army was dispatched to Yunnan to 
put down the Mongol rebel Basalawarmi. Ma He, then only eleven years old, was captured and made a eunuch. He was sent 
to the Imperial court, where he was called 'San Bao' meaning Three Jewels.' He eventually became a trusted adviser of the 
Yongle Emperor (r. 1 403-1 424), assisting him in deposing his predecessor, the Jianwen Emperor. In return for meritorious 
service, the eunuch received the name Zheng He from the Yongle Emperor. 

In 1 425 the Hongxi Emperor appointed him to be Defender of Nanjing. In 1 428 the Xuande Emperor ordered him to complete 
the construction of the magnificent Buddhist nine-storied Da Baoen Temple in Nanjing, and in 1430 appointed him to lead the 
seventh and final expedition to the "Western Ocean". [8] Zheng He died during the treasure fleet's last voyage, on the returning 
trip after the fleet reached Hormuz in 1 433. 

In this note: Al-Haykal - MSTA Temple 1 9, Osok A S Bey, Al Carter. Shaniyah Way, SelfKingdom Isallah, Ausar Wudjau, 
Amunet Aha Re, Ishmael Bey, Sonjedi Ankh Ra and Wesley Muhammad 
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Statue from a modern monument to Zheng He at the Stadthuys Museum in Malacca Town, Malaysia 


Born 


Kunyang, Yunnan, China' 1 ' 


Died 


1433 (aged 61-62) 
At sea 


Other names 


Ma He 
Sanbao 


Occupation 


Admiral, diplomat, explorer, and palace eunuch 
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Mandarin 


- Hanyu Pinyin 


Zheng He 
Jheng He 


- Tongyong Pinyin 
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History 

Tang Dynasty ■ Song Dynasty 

Yuan Dynasty * Ming Dynasty 

Qing Dynasty Dungan revolts (1 862-1 877 J 895-1 896) 



Panthay rebellion • 1 91 1 -Present 



Major figures 



Chang Yuchun • Hu Dahai ■ Mu Ying • Yeheidie'erding 
Hui Liangyu ■ Ma Bufang 

Zheng He * Liu Zhi 
Haji Noor ■ Yusuf Ma Dexin 



Culture 



Ma Hualong 

Cuisine • Martial arts 
Chinese mosques ■ Sini 

Islamic Association of China 



Cities/Regions 



Groups 



Hong Kong • Kashgar • Linxia 
Ningxia • Taiwan • Xinjiang 

Hui • Uyhgurs 

Kazakhs • Dongxiang 

Kyrgyz • Salar 

Bon an • Tajiks 

Uzbeks • Tatars 

Utsul • Tibetans 



Zheng He (1 371 -1 433), formerly romanized as Cheng Ho, was a Hui-Chinese court eunuch, mariner, explorer, diplomat 
and fleet admiral, who commanded expeditionary voyages to Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, and East 
Africa from 1 405 to 1 433. As a favorite of the Yongle Emperor, whose usurpation he assisted, he rose to the top of the 
imperial hierarchy and served as commander of the southern capital Nanjing. These voyages were long neglected in 
official Chinese histories but have become well known in China and abroad since the publication of Liang Qihao's 
"Biography of Our Homeland's Great Navigator, Zheng He"' 3 * in 1 904. I 4 ' A trilingual stele left by the navigator was 
discovered on Sri Lanka shortly thereafter. 
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Life a 

Zheng He was the second son of a family from Kunyang,' a ' Yunnan.' 5 ' He was originally born with the name Ma He.' 1 " 6 * 
His family were Hui people. He had four sisters' 1 " 6 " 7 " 8 ' anc j one |<j er brother.' 1 " 7 ' 

Zheng He was born into a Muslim family.' 6 " 9 " 10 ' However, his religious beliefs became all-embracing and eclectic in his 
adulthood.' 9 " 10 ! The true faith of his treasure fleet centered around Tianfei, the "Heavenly Princess", who was the patron 
goddess of sailors and seafarers.' 10 ' The Liujiagang and Changle inscriptions suggest that Zheng He's life was mostly 
defined by the treasure voyages.' 11 ' Consequently, it also suggests that his devotion to Tianfei was the dominant faith to 
which he adhered,' 11 ' 

He was the great-great-great-grandson of Sayyid Ajjal Shams al-Din Omar, a Persian who served in the administration 
of the Mongol Empire and was the Governor of Yunnan during the early Yuan Dynasty.' 1 2 " ] 3 ' His great-grandfather was 
named Bayan and may have been stationed at a Mongol garrisons in Yunnan.' 6 ' His grandfather carried the title 
ftayy/'' 1 " 14 ' His father had the surname Ma and the title /ja/y/' 1 " 6 " 14 ' The title suggest that they had made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca.' 1 " 6 " 14 ' 

In the autumn of 1 381 . a Ming army invaded and conquered Yunnan, which was then-ruled by the Mongol prince 
Basalawarmi. Prince of Liang.' 1 5 ' In 1 381 . Ma Hajji (Zheng He's father) died as a casualty of the hostilities between the 
Ming armies and Mongol forces.' 7 ' Dreyer (2007) states that Zheng He's father died at age 39 while resisting the Ming 
conquest.' 1 5 ' Levathes (1 996) states Zheng He's father died at age 37, but that it's unclear whether it was due to helping 
the Mongol army or due to just being caught in the onslaught of battle.' 7 ! Wenming, the oldest son, would bury their 
father outside of Kunming.' 7 ' In his capacity, Admiral Zheng He had an epitaph engraved in honor of his father, which 
was composed by the Minister of Rites Li Zhigang on the Duanwu Festival of the 3rd year in the Yongle reign (1 June 
1405).' 16 ' After the fall of Kunming in Yunnan, Zheng He, then only eleven years o\6} contfadtc " '^ was captured by the 
Ming-allied Muslim troops of Lan Yu and Fu Youde and castrated along with 380 other captives.' 1 ^verification neededi 
Zheng He was captured by the Ming armies at Yunnan in 1 381 .I 7 ' General Fu Youde saw Zheng He on a road and 
approached him to inquire about the location of the Mongol pretender.' 18 ' Zheng He responded defiantly that he had 
jumped into a lake.' 18 ' Afterwards, the general took him prisoner.' 18 ' The young Zheng He was soon castrated before 
being placed in servitude of the Prince of Yan.' )5 ' However, Levathes (1996) has stated that he was castrated in 1385.' 18 ' 

He was sent to serve in the household of Zhu Di, Prince of Yan (the future Yongle Emperor).' 15 " 18 ' He was 10 years old 
when he entered into the service of the Prince of Yan.' 1 9 ' Zhu Di was eleven years older than Zheng He.' 20 ' Since 1 380, 
the prince had been governing Beiping (the future Beijing),' 1 3 ' which was located near the northern frontier where the 
hostile Mongol tribes were situated.' 18 " 20 ' Zheng He would spend his early life as a soldier on the northern frontier.' 1 8 " ,9 J 
He often participated in Zhu Di's military campaigns against the Mongols.' 20 " 21 ' On March 2, 1 390, Zheng He 
accompanied Zhu Di when he commanded his first expedition, which was a great victory as the Mongol leader 
Naghachu surrendered as soon as he realized he had fallen for a deception.' 22 ' 

Eventually, he would gain the confidence and trust of the prince.' 20 ' Zheng He was also known as "Sanbao" during the 
time of service in the household of the Prince of Yan.' 2 ' This name was a reference to the Three Jewels {triratna) in 
Buddhism.' 23 ' He received a proper education while at Beiping. which he would not have had if he had been placed in the 
imperial capital Nanjing as the Hongwu Emperor did not trust eunuchs and believed that it was better to keep them 
illiterate.' 2 ' Meanwhile, the Hongwu Emperor exterminated many of the original Ming leadership and gave his enfeoffed 
sons more military authority, especially those in the north like the Prince of Yan.' 24 ' 

Zheng He's appearance as an adult was recorded: he was seven chf^ tall, had a waist that was five chi in circumference, 
cheeks and a forehead that were high, a small nose, glaring eyes, teeth that were white and well-shaped as shells, and a 
voice that was as loud as a bell. It is also recorded that he had great knowledge about warfare and was well- 
accustomed to battle.' 7 " 25 ! 

The young eunuch eventually became a trusted adviser to the prince and assisted him when the Jianwen Emperor's 
hostility to his uncle's feudal bases promoted the 1 399-1 402 Jinanan Camoaian which ended with the emperor's 
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The young eunuch eventually became a trusted adviser to the prince and assisted him when the Jianwen Emperor's 
hostility to his uncle's feudal bases prompted the 1 399-1 402 Jingnan Campaign which ended with the emperor's 
apparent death and the ascension of the Zhu Di, Prince of Van, as the Yongle Emperor. In 1 393. the Crown Prince had 
died, thus the deceased prince's son became the new heir apparent.! 26 ' By the time the emperor died (24 June 1 398), the 
Prince of Gin and the Prince of Jin had perished, which left Zhu Di, the Prince of Yan, as the eldest surviving son of the 
emperor J 26 ' However, Zhu Di's nephew succeeded the imperial throne as the Jianwen Emperor.' 27 ' In 1398, he issued a 
policy known as xiaofan, "reducing the feudatories", which entails eliminating all the princes by stripping their power and 
military forces.' 28 ' In August 1 399, Zhu Di openly rebelled against his nephew.' 29 ' In 1 399, Zheng He successfully 
defended Beiping's city reservoir Zhenglunba against the imperial armies.' 30 " 31 ' In January 1402, Zhu Di began with his 
military campaign to capture the imperial capital Nanjing.' 32 ' Zheng He would be one of his commanders during this 
campaign.' 32 ' 

In 1402, Zhu Di's armies defeated the imperial forces and marched into Nanjing on 13 July 1402.' 32 " 33 ' Zhu Di accepted 
the elevation to emperor four days later.' 33 ' After ascending the throne as the Yongle Emperor, he promoted Zheng He as 
the Grand Director ( Taijian) of the Directorate of Palace Servants.' 33 ' During the New Year's day on 1 1 February 1 404,' 30 ' 
the Yongle Emperor conferred the surname "Zheng" to him (his original name was still Ma He), because he had 
distinguished himself defending the city reservoir Zhenglunba against imperial forces in the Siege of Beiping of 
1 399,' 30 " 34 ' Another reason was that the eunuch commander also distinguished himself during the 1 402 campaign to 
capture the capital Nanjing.' 34 ' It is believed that his choice to confer the surname "Zheng" was because the eunuch's 
horse had been killed during the battle at Zhenglunba near Beiping at the onset of his rebellion.' 35 ' 

He was initially'"" 1 ^ called Ma Sanbao: either =W (s H^, lit. Three Gifts") or =fa (lit. "Three Protections', both 
pronounced sanbao)P^ 

In the new administration, Zheng He served in the highest posts, as Grand Director' 6 " 8 " 37 ' and later as Chief Envoy (IEG5, 
zhengshft during his sea voyages. 

After the ascension of Zhu Di's son as the Hongxi Emperor, the ocean voyages were discontinued and Zheng He was 
instead appointed as Defender of Nanjing, the empire's southern capital. In that post, he was largely responsible for the 
completion of the Porcelain Tower of Nanjing, an enormous pagoda still described as a wonder of the world as late as 
the 19th century. 

The Hongxi era was quite short and, in 1 430. the new Xuande Emperor appointed Zheng He to command over a seventh 
and final expedition into the "Western Ocean".' 38 " 39 ' In 1 431 . Zheng He was bestowed with the title "Sanbao Taijian".' 40 ' 

It is generally believed that Zheng He died two years later after the return trip following the fleet's visit to Hormuz in 
1433. 
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The route of the voyages of Zheng He's fleet. 
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Main article: Treasure voyages 
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The route of the voyages of Zheng He's fleet. 
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Early 17th-century Chinese 

woodblock print, thought to 

represent Zheng He's 
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The Yuan Dynasty and expanding Sino-Arab trade during the 1 4th century had gradually expanded Chinese knowledge 
of the world: "universal" maps previously only displaying China and its surrounding seas began to expand further and 
further into the southwest with much more accurate depictions of the extent of Arabia and Africa ,' 41 ' Between 1405 and 
1433, the Ming government sponsored seven naval expeditions. The Yongle Emperor - disregarding the Hongwu 
Emperor's expressed wishes' 42 ' - designed them to establish a Chinese presence and impose imperial control over the 
Indian Ocean trade, impress foreign peoples in the Indian Ocean basin, and extend the empire's tributary 
system.' c " a " on ' ,eetf ^ It has also been inferred from passages in the History of Ming that the initial voyages were 
launched as part of the emperor's attempt to capture his escaped predecessor,' 41 ' which would have made the first 
voyage the "largest-scale manhunt on water in the history of China".' 43 ' 

Zheng He was placed as the admiral in control of the huge fleet and armed forces that undertook these expeditions. 
Wang Jinghong was appointed his second in command. Preparations were thorough and wide-ranging, including the 
use of such numerous linguists that a foreign language institute was established at Nanjing.' 41 ' Zheng He's first voyage 
departed July 11, 1405, from Suzhou' 44 ' 1203 and consisted of a fleet of 31 7' 45 ll 46 I' 47 l ships holding almost 28,000 
crewmen.' 45 ! 

Zheng He's fleets visited Brunei, Thailand and Southeast Asia, India, the Horn of Africa, and Arabia, dispensing and 
receiving goods along the way.' 47 ! Zheng He presented gifts of gold, silver, porcelain, and silk; in return, China received 
such novelties as ostriches, zebras, camels, and ivory from the Swahili.' 44 ' 1206 ' 47 " 48 " 49 " 50 ' The giraffe he returned from 
Malindi was considered to be a qitin and taken as proof of the favor of heaven upon the administration. ' 51 ' 

While Zheng He's fleet was unprecedented, the routes were not. Zheng He's fleet was following long-established, well- 
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The Yuan Dynasty and expanding Sino-Arab trade during the 1 4th century had gradually expanded Chinese knowledge 
of the world: "universal" maps previously only displaying China and its surrounding seas began to expand further and 
further into the southwest with much more accurate depictions of the extent of Arabia and Africa.' 41 ' Between 1 405 and 
1433. the Ming government sponsored seven naval expeditions. The Yongle Emperor - disregarding the Hongwu 
Emperor's expressed wishes' 42 ' - designed them to establish a Chinese presence and impose imperial control over the 
Indian Ocean trade, impress foreign peoples in the Indian Ocean basin, and extend the empire's tributary 
system.'"" 00 " needed l It has also been inferred from passages in the History of Ming that the initial voyages were 
launched as part of the emperor's attempt to capture his escaped predecessor,' 41 ' which would have made the first 
voyage the "largest-scale manhunt on water in the history of China".' 43 ' 

Zheng He was placed as the admiral in control of the huge fleet and armed forces that undertook these expeditions. 
Wang Jinghong was appointed his second in command. Preparations were thorough and wide-ranging, including the 
use of such numerous linguists that a foreign language institute was established at Nanjing.' 41 ' Zheng He's first voyage 
departed July 11,1 405, from Suzhou' 44 ' 1203 and consisted of a fleet of 31 7' 45 " 46 " 47 ] ships holding almost 28,000 
crewmen.' 45 ' 

Zheng He's fleets visited Brunei, Thailand and Southeast Asia, India, the Horn of Africa, and Arabia, dispensing and 
receiving goods along the way.' 47 ! Zheng He presented gifts of gold, silver, porcelain, and silk; in return, China received 
such novelties as ostriches, zebras, camels, and ivory from the Swahili.' 44 l :206 ' 47 ]' 48 " 49 " 50 ' The giraffe he returned from 
Malindi was considered to be a qi/in and taken as proof of the favor of heaven upon the administration.' 51 ' 

While Zheng He's fleet was unprecedented, the routes were not. Zheng He's fleet was following long-established, well- 
mapped routes of trade between China and the Arabian peninsula employed since at least the Han Dynasty. This fact, 
along with the use of a more than abundant amount of crew members that were regular military personnel, leads some 
to speculate that these expeditions may have been geared at least partially at spreading China's power through 
expansion.' 52 ' During the Three Kingdoms Period, the king of Wu sent a diplomatic mission along the coast of Asia, 
which reaching as far as the Eastern Roman Empire.' " 3 " 00 neede $ After centuries of disruption, the Song Dynasty 
restored large-scale maritime trade from China in the South Pacific and Indian Oceans, reaching as far as the Arabian 
peninsula and East Africa.' 53 ' When his fleet first arrived in Malacca, there was already a sizable Chinese community. 
The General Survey of the Ocean Shores {i&MM'si. Yi'ngya Shenglan) composed by the translator Ma Huan in 1416 gave 
very detailed accounts of his observations of people's customs and lives in the ports they visited.' 54 ' He referred to the 
expatriate Chinese as "Tang" (ISA, Tangren). 
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The Kangnido map (1 402) 

predates Zheng's voyages and 

suggests that he had quite 

detailed geographical 

information on much of the Old 

World. 



Zheng He generally sought to attain his goals through diplomacy, and his large army awed most would-be enemies into 
submission. But a contemporary reported that Zheng He "walked like a tiger" and did not shrink from violence when he 
considered it necessary to impress foreign peoples with China's military might.' 55 ' He ruthlessly suppressed pirates who 
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The Kangnido map (1 402) 

predates Zheng's voyages and 

suggests that he had quite 

detailed geographical 

information on much of the Old 

World. 



Zheng He generally sought to attain his goals through diplomacy, and his large army awed most would-be enemies into 
submission. But a contemporary reported that Zheng He "walked like a tiger* and did not shrink from violence when he 
considered it necessary to impress foreign peoples with China's military might.' 55 ' He ruthlessly suppressed pirates who 
had long plagued Chinese and southeast Asian waters. For example, he defeated Chen Zuyi. one of the most feared and 
respected pirate captains, and returned him back to China for execution.' 56 ' He also waged a land war against the 
Kingdom of Kotte on Ceylon, and he made displays of military force when local officials threatened his fleet in Arabia and 
East Africa.' c ' faft00,Teerfe ^ From his fourth voyage, he brought envoys from thirty states who traveled to China and paid 
their respects at the Ming court.' c/wf " ,n neede ^ 

In 1 424, the Yongle Emperor died. His successor, the Hongxi Emperor (r. 1 424-1 425), stopped the voyages during his 
short reign. Zheng He made one more voyage during the reign of Hongxi's son, the Xuande Emperor (r. 1 426-1 435) but, 
after that, the voyages of the Chinese treasure ship fleets were ended. Xuande believed his father's decision to halt the 
voyages had been meritorious and thus "there would be no need to make a detailed description of his grandfather's 
sending Zheng He to the Western Ocean."' 42 ' The voyages "were contrary to the rules stipulated in the Huang Ming 
Zuxun" (MBB?§IIII), the dynastic foundation documents laid down by the Hongwu Emperor:' 42 ' 

ii 

Some far-off countries pay their tribute to me at much expense and through great difficulties, all of which are 
by no means my own wish. Messages should be forwarded to them to reduce their tribute so as to avoid 
high and unnecessary expenses on both sides.' 57 ' 

II 

They further violated longstanding Confucian principles. They were only made possible by (and therefore continued to 
represent) a triumph of the Ming's eunuch faction over the administration's scholar-bureaucrats.' 41 ' Upon Zheng He's 
death and his faction's fall from power, his successors sought to minimize him in official accounts, along with 
continuing attempts to destroy all records related to the Jianwen Emperor or the manhunt to find him.' 42 ' 

Although unmentioned in the official dynastic histories, Zheng He probably died during the treasure fleet's last 
voyage.' 41 ' Although he has a tomb in China, it is empty: he was buried at sea.' 58 ' 
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Detail of the Fra Mauro map 

relating the travels of a junk into 

the Atlantic Ocean in 1 420. The 

ship also is illustrated above the 

text. 



Order 


Time 


1st voyage 


1405-1407' 59 1 


2nd voyage 


1 407-1 409' 59 ' 


3rd voyage 


1409-1411' 59 ' 



4th voyage 



5th voyage 



6th voyage 



7th voyage 



141 3-1 41 5' 59 ' 



1417-1 41 9' 59 ' 



Regions along the way 

Champa.'^'Java^'Palembang, Malacca,' 59 'Aru, 
Samudera 1 l 59 JLambri ( ( 59 lCeylon ( I 59 lQiulon.I 59 lKollam ( Cochin. Calicut' 59 ' 

Champa. Java,' 59 ' Siam,' 59 ' Cochin,' 59 ' Ceylon. Calicut' 59 ' 

Champa.' 59 ' Java.' 59 ' Malacca,' 59 'Semudera,' 59 ' CeylonF'Quilon,' 59 ' 

Cochin,' 59 'Calicut,' 59 ' Siam,' 59 ' Lambri, Kayal, Coimbatore' c/Mf ' on neede $ 
Puttanpur 

Champa.' 59 ' Kelantan,' 59 ' Pahang.' 59 ' Java.' 59 ' Palembang,' 59 ' 
Malacca.' 59 ' Semudera.' 59 ' Lambri,' 59 ' Ceylon.' 59 ' Cochin.' 59 ' Calicut,' 59 ' 
Kayal, Hormuz,l 59 'Maldives, (59 'Mogadishu, Barawa, Malindi, 
Aden.l 59 'Muscat, Dhofar 

Champa, Pahang, Java, Malacca, Samudera, Lambri, Bengal, Ceylon, 
Sharwayn. Cochin, Calicut, Hormuz, Maldives, Mogadishu, Barawa, 
Malindi, Aden 



1421-1422 



1430-1433 



Champa. Bengal,' 59 " 60 " 61 ' Ceylon,' 59 ' Calicut,' 59 ' Cochin,' 59 ' Maldives,' 59 ' 
Hormuz,' 59 ' Djofar,' 59 ' Aden,' 59 ' Mogadishu,' 59 ' Brava' 59 ' 

Champa,' 62 ' Java,' 62 ' Palembang,' 62 ' Malacca,' 62 ' Semudera,' 62 ' 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,' 62 ' Bengal,' 62 ' Ceylon,' 62 ' Calicut,' 62 ' 
Hormuz,' 62 ' Aden,' 62 ' Ganbali (possibly Coimbatore),' 62 ' Bengal.' 62 ' 
Laccadive and Maldive Islands,' 62 ' Djofar,' 62 '/.asa,' 62 ' Aden,' 62 ' 
Mecca,' 62 ' Mogadishu,' 62 ' Brava' 62 ' 

Zheng He led seven expeditions to the "Western" or Indian Ocean.' 38 ' Zheng He brought back to China many trophies and 
envoys from more than thirty kingdoms - including King Vira Alakeshwara of Ceylon, who came to China as a captive to 
apologize to the Emperor for offenses against his mission. 
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One of a set of maps of Zheng 

He's missions <M9n;iH]>, 

also known as the Mao Kun 

maps. 1628 



There has been speculation that at least some of Zheng's ships may have traveled beyond the Cape of Good Hope. In 
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One of a set of maps of Zheng 

He's missions fflmtinM®), 

also known as the Mao Kun 

maps. 1628 



There has been speculation that at least some of Zheng's ships may have traveled beyond the Cape of Good Hope. In 
particular, the Venetian monk and cartographer Fra Mauro in his 1 459 map described the travels of a huge "junk from 
India" 2,000 miles into the Atlantic Ocean in 1 420. What Fra Mauro meant by 'India' is uncertain and some scholars 
believe he meant an Arab ship.' 63 ' Others, most famously Gavin Menzies, propose Zheng He may have discovered 
America 70 years before Christopher Columbus.' 64 ' 

Zheng himself wrote of his travels: 

II 

We have traversed more than 1 00,000 //of immense water spaces and have beheld in the ocean huge waves 
like mountains rising in the sky, and we have set eyes on barbarian regions far away hidden in a blue 
transparency of light vapors, while our sails, loftily unfurled like clouds day and night, continued their course 
[as rapidly! as a star, traversing those savage waves as if we were treading a public thoroughfare...' 65 ' 

II 
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A section of the WubeiZhi 

oriented east: India in the upper 

left, Sri Lanka upper right, and 

Africa along the bottom. 



See also: Chinese geography and Chinese directions 

Zheng He's sailing charts were published in a book entitled the WubeiZhi(A Treatise on Armament Technology} written 
in 1 621 and published in 1 628 but traced back to Zheng He's and earlier voyages.' 66 ' It was originally a strip map 
20.5 cm by 560 cm that could be rolled up, but was divided into 40 pages which vary in scale from 7 miles/inch in the 
Nanjing area to 21 5 miles/inch in parts of the African coast' 67 ' 

There is little attempt to provide an accurate 3-D representation; instead the sailing instructions are given using a 24- 
point compass system with a Chinese symbol for each point, together with a sailing time or distance, which takes 
account of the local currents and winds. Sometimes depth soundings are also provided. It also shows bays, estuaries, 

ranpc and inland*; nnrt<; and mountain*; alnnn thp mait imnnrtant landmark*; ^iirh a^ nanndas and tpmnlpc: and chnal 
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A section of the WubeiZhi 

oriented east: India in the upper 

left, Sri Lanka upper right, and 

Africa along the bottom. 



See also: Chinese geography and Chinese directions 

Zheng He's sailing charts were published in a book entitled the WubeiZhi(A Treatise on Armament Technology} written 
in 1 621 and published in 1 628 but traced back to Zheng He's and earlier voyages.' 66 ' It was originally a strip map 
20.5 cm by 560 cm that could be rolled up, but was divided into 40 pages which vary in scale from 7 miles/inch in the 
Nanjing area to 21 5 miles/inch in parts of the African coast' 67 ' 

There is little attempt to provide an accurate 3-D representation; instead the sailing instructions are given using a 24- 
point compass system with a Chinese symbol for each point, together with a sailing time or distance, which takes 
account of the local currents and winds. Sometimes depth soundings are also provided. It also shows bays, estuaries, 
capes and islands, ports and mountains along the coast, important landmarks such as pagodas and temples, and shoal 
rocks. Of 300 named places outside China, more than 80% can be confidently located. There are also fifty observations 
of stellar altitude 



Size of the ships 




A display at the Ibn Battuta Mall in Dubai, UAE, 

compares the size of ships used by Zheng He and by 

Christopher Columbus. 



Traditional and popular accounts of Zheng He's voyages have described a great fleet of gigantic ships, far larger than 
any other wooden ships in history. Some modern scholars consider these descriptions to be exaggerated. 

Chinese records' 68 ' state that Zheng He's fleet sailed as far as East Africa. According to medieval Chinese sources, 
Zheng He commanded seven expeditions. The 1405 expedition consisted of 27,800 men and a fleet of 62 treasure ships 
sunnorted hv annroximatplv 1 Q0 smaller shins [69JI7D1 Thp flppt jnHudpri' 
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Size of the ships 




A display at the Ibn Battuta Mall in Dubai, UAE, 

compares the size of ships used by Zheng He and by 

Christopher Columbus. 



Traditional and popular accounts of Zheng He's voyages have described a great fleet of gigantic ships, far larger than 
any other wooden ships in history. Some modern scholars consider these descriptions to be exaggerated. 

Chinese records' 68 ' state that Zheng He's fleet sailed as far as East Africa. According to medieval Chinese sources, 
Zheng He commanded seven expeditions. The 1405 expedition consisted of 27,800 men and a fleet of 62 treasure ships 
supported by approximately 1 90 smaller ships.' 69 " 70 ' The fleet included: 

■ "Chinese treasure ships" (S88, Bao Chuan), used by the commander of the fleet and his deputies (nine-masted, about 
1 27 metres (41 6 ft) long and 52 metres (170 ft) wide), according to later writers' c ' fa " onneetfe 4 This is more or less the 
size and shape of a football field.' 71 " 72 ' 

■ Equine ships (JS58S, Ma Chuan). carrying horses and tribute goods and repair material for the fleet (eight-masted, about 
1 03 m (339 ft) long and 42 m (1 38 ft) wide).! 71 ! 

■ Supply ships (ffiUS, Liang Chuan), containing staple for the crew (seven-masted, about 78 m (257 ft) long and 35 m 
(115ft)wide).' 7, l 

■ Troop transports (£JS, BJng Chuan). six-masted, about 67 m (220 ft) long and 25 m (83 ft) wideJ 71 ' 

■ Fuchuan warships (?13S, Fu Chuan), five-masted, about 50 m (165 ft) long.* 71 ' 

■ Patrol boats <*£8S, Zuo Chuan). eight-oared, about 37 m (1 20 ft) long.™ 

■ Water tankers (7jc@3, Shut Chuan), with 1 month's supply of fresh water.' 71 ' 

Six more expeditions took place, from 1 407 to 1 433, with fleets of comparable size.* 73 ' 

If the accounts can be taken as factual Zheng He's treasure ships were mammoth ships with nine masts, four decks, and 
were capable of accommodating more than 500 passengers, as well as a massive amount of cargo. Marco Polo and Ibn 
Battuta both described multi-masted ships carrying 500 to 1 000 passengers in their translated accounts.' 7d 'Niccolo Da 
Conti, a contemporary of Zheng He, was also an eyewitness of ships in Southeast Asia, claiming to have seen 5 masted 
junks weighing about 2000 tons.f 75 ' There are even some sources that claim some of the treasure ships might have been 
as long as 600 feet.' 76 " 77 ' On the ships were navigators, explorers, sailors, doctors, workers, and soldiers along with the 
translator and diarist Gong Zhen. 

The largest ships in the fleet, the Chinese treasure ships described in Chinese chronicles, would have been several times 
larger than any other wooden ship ever recorded in history, surpassing /'Orient, 65 metres (21 3.3 ft) long, which was built 
in the late 18th century. The first ships to attain 126 m (41 3.4 ft) long were 19th century steamers with iron hulls. Some 
scholars argue that it is highly unlikely that Zheng He's ship was 450 feet (1 37.2 m) in length, some estimating that they 
were 390-408 feet (1 1 8.9-1 24.4 m) long and 1 60-1 66 feet (48.8-50.6 m) wide instead' 78 ' while others put them as 
small as 200-250 feet (61 .0-76.2 m) in length, which would make them smaller than the equine, supply, and troop ships 
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Zheng He, Ming China's 
Great Admiral 

By Kallie Szczepanski . About.com Guide 

Scholars of Zheng He's life always wonder how 
history would be different if the first Portuguese 
explorers to round the tip of Africa and move into 
the Indian Ocean in the 1 5th century had met up 
with the admiral's huge Chinese fleet . Would 

Europe have gone 
on to dominate 
much of the world 
in the 18th and 19th 
centuries? 



Zheng He is 
surrounded by such 
"what if" questions. 
However, it's 
important not to 
lose sight of his 
amazing 

accomplishments 
as they actually 
happened, among 
all the 

counterfactual 
speculation. 

At the beginning of 
the 1400s, Zheng 
He and his sailors 
set out to show off 
China's might 
across the world. 
Where did this 
remarkable admiral 



A giant statue of Zheng He. the 
famous Muslim Chinese admiral 
who commanded the Treasure 
Fleet, gets inspected for the 500th 
annrversary of his first voyage. 

China Photos / Getty Images 
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get his start? 



Zheng He's Early Life: 



Zheng He was born in 1 371 in the city now called 
Jinning, in Yunnan Province. His given name was 
"Ma He," indicative of his family's Hui Muslim 
origins, since Ma is the Chinese version of 
"Mohammad." Zheng He's great-great-great- 
arandtather. Savvid Aiial Shams al-Din Omar. 
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Six centuries ago a towering eunuch named Zheng He 
commanded the Ming dynasty's fleet of immense 
trading vessels on expeditions ranging as far as 
Africa. 



Get a taste of what awaits you in print from this compelling excerpt. 

Viewed from the rocky outcropping of Dondra Head at the southernnmost tip 
of Sri Lanka, the first sighting of the Ming fleet is a massive shadow on the 
horizon. As the shadow rises, it breaks into a cloud of tautly ribbed sail 
aflame in the tropical sun. With relentless determination* the cloud draws 
ever closer, and in its fiery embrace an enormous city appears. A floating 
city, like nothing the world has ever seen before. No warning could have 
prepared officials, soldiers, or the thunderstruck peasants who stand atop 
Dondra Head for the scene that unfolds beJow them. Stretched across miles 
of the Indian Ocean in terrifying majesty is the armada of Zheng He, admiral 
of the imperial Ming navy. 

Exactly 600 years ago this month the great Ming armada weighed anchor in 
Nanjing on the first of seven epic voyages as far west as Africa-almost a 
century before Christopher Columbus's arrival in the Americas and Vasco da 
Gama's in India. Even then the European expeditions would seem paltry by 
comparison: All the ships of Columbus and da Gama combined could have 
been stored on a single deck of a single vessel in the fleet that set sail under 
Zheng He. 

Its commander was. without question the most towering maritime figure in 
the 4,000-year annals of China, a visionary who imagined a new world and 
set out consciously to fashion it He was also a profoundly unlikely candidate 
for admiral in anyone's navy, much less that of the Dragon Throne. 

The greatest seafarer in China's history was raised in the mountainous heart 
of Asia, several weeks' travel from the closest port. More improbable yet, 
Zheng was not even Chinese7he was by origin a Central Asian Muslim. Born 
Ma He, the son of a rural official in the Mongol province of Yunnan, he had 
been taken captive as an invading Chinese army overthrew the Mongols in 
1 382. Ritually castrated, he was trained as an imperial eunuch and assigned 
to the court of Zhu Di the bel licose Prince of Yan. 

Within 20 years the boy who had writhed under Ming knives had become one 
of the prince's chief aides, a key strategist in the rebellion that made Zhu Di 
the Yongle (Eternal Happiness) emperor in 1 402. Renamed Zheng after his 
exploits at the battle of Zhenglunba, near Beijing, he was chosen to lead one 
of the most powerful naval forces ever assembled. 

Six centuries later I left China with photographer Michael Yamashita in 
search of Zheng He's legacy, a 10,000-mile (16,093-kilometef) journey that 
would carry us from Yunnan to Africa's Swahili coast. Along the way I came 
to feel that I had found the man himself 

Get the whole story in the pages of National Geographic magazine. 

* t-MAIt Ihta nogr l« a friend 
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Admiral Zheng He 

Timeline 

1371: Born in Kunyaruj. Yunnan (now Jinming County) 

1382: Left hometown and recruited into the official office of the emperor 

1 399: Fought brave battles and won meritorious acclaim in the name of the emperor. 
Gained the emperor's trust and favor. 

1 405: First voyage to the western seas. 

1407: Second voyage 

1409: Third voyage 

1413: Fourth voyage 

1417: Fifth voyage 

1421: Sixth voyage 

1431: Seventh voyage 

1433: Died while on the seventh and last voyage of the legendary Treasure Fleet 

Background 

- Zheng He was born the second son of a poor Muslim family in Kunyang (central Yunnan in Southern China) 

- His father and grandfather both Haji: meaning they were both Muslims who had visited Mecca for their Muslim pilgrimage. 

- His birth name was Ma He — "Ma" meaning *horse" in Chinese, and being the Chinese abbreviation for the Muslim "Mohamed". 

- He was raised a Muslim, and studied the teachings of Islam. 

- Was very influenced by his father's. Ma Haji's, strong character, great military mind, and altruistic nature. 

- In 1 381 , when Zheng He was 1 0, his father was killed in the Ming Dynasty's cleansing of the remnants of the Yuan Oynesty 
(1279-1368) 

- Led by General Fu Youde, the Ming army swarmed Yunnan and tried to subdue the Mongols. 

- The Ming army butchered an estimated 60,000 people, and castrated the young sons of prisoners, as per custom since the first 
millennium. 

- Ma He was taken prisoner by Fu Youde. In 1 385, at the age of 1 4, he was castrated and placed in the household of Prince of 

Yan, Zhu Di, the emperor's 4 th son. At the time. Zhu Di was Youde's aide-de-camp. (25years old) 

- Over the next few years, Ma He and Zhu Di would form a close friendship. He would thereafter accompany Zhu Di on all his 
military missions, learning the art of war from his master. He would play an integral part in the campaign against the Mongols 
in the north in the 1 390s. 

Eunuch Life 

- Living in Zhu Di's household. Ma He had his needs provided for and was well-educated — had read works of Confucius and 
Mencius. 

- There, he got the nickname "San Bao** which means "Three Jewels" 

At this time, the eunuchs were a group mistrusted by the emperor, who believed that they should not be given any 
responsibility and should not be entrusted with government matters. 

- But Ma He was not your typical eunuch. Unlike the stereotype of the emotionally volatile, effeminate eunuch, he was talf, and 
heavily built (almost seven feet tall, according to some sources). In the military, he quickly gained a reputation for being a 
brilliant, brave soldier, and had a large, commanding presence. 

- When Prince of Yan seized the throne, Ma He fought loyally for him, gaining Zhu Di's trust and respect 

- In 1402, Ma He served as one of Zhu Di's commanders when the young Prince tried to conquer Nanjing, and distinguished 
himself in the battle. 

- In 1404 ( the second year of Zhu Di's reign as Emperor Yong Le, Zhu Di bestowed Ma He the name of "Zheng". Thus Ma He 
became Zheng He. 

- Zheng He was also appointed to the position of "Head Eunuch" which was equivalent to an official with the fourth ranking. 

The Beginnings of the Treasure Fleet 

- All throughout his reign, Zhu Di was obsessed with hunting down his predecessor, Zhu Yunwen. Rumor said that Yunwen had 
fled overseas. 

- So in 1403, Zhu Di issued orders to begin construction of a huge fleet of ships that could be sent abroad and used as trade 
ships, warships, and support vessels. 

- The emperor appointed Zheng He the commander of his fleet of ships, and promoted Zheng to rank 3, giving him the authority 
to act as an official envoy of the imperial court to foreign countries. 

- Thus, Zheng began the greatest voyage in world history. 
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Admiral Zheng He (1371-1433) 







The Early Years 

Zheng He (also known as Cheng Ho) 
was bom in what is now Jinning 
County, Kunming City of Yunnan 
Province in 1 371 , the fourth year of 
the Hongwu reign period (1368- 
1398) of the Ming Dynasty. He was 
originally sumamed Ma, and later 
was known as San Bao (Three 
Treasures). 



Raised a Muslim, Zheng He started 
to study the teachings of Islam at an early age. Both Zheng He's father 
and grandfather had made the pilgrimage to Mecca, and so were quite 
familiar with distant lands. Under the influence of his father and 
grandfather, the young Zheng He developed a consuming curiosity 
about the outside world. Zheng He's father's direct character and 
altruistic nature also made a lasting impression on the boy. 

Zheng He was captured by Ming Dynasty forces during their military 
cleansing of the remnants of the Yuan Dynasty (1 279-1 368) in Yunnan, 
around 1 381 . He was taken to Nanjing, where he was castrated and 
entered into imperial service. He was then sent to Beipmg (present-day 
Beijing) to serve in the palace of Zhu Di, the Prince of Yan, fourth son of 
the founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty. 

Zheng He Comes of Age 

During Zheng He's time in the palace, his brilliance and loyalty won 
him Zhu Di's trust. As a result, the prince chose Zheng He to serve as 
his personal bodyguard during his quest to become emperor. It was 
during this penod that Zheng He's genius and leadership abilities 
became apparent. For four years. Zheng He fought on the side of 
Prince Zhu Di ( accompanying him on countless campaigns and battles 
throughout China. Amassing one victory after another, Zheng He was 
instrumental in Zhu Di's seizure of imperial power 

After Zhu Di ascended the throne as the Yongle Emperor (1403-1424), 
he promoted many of the military and civil officers/officials who had 
supported him. Among them was the eunuch official Zheng He, In 
1404 ( Zhu Di changed Zheng He's surname from Ma to Zheng as an 
imperial honor, and elevated him to the position of Grand Eunuch. 
Zheng He was also subsequently known as the Three Treasures 
Eunuch. 

Establishing His Career 

Zheng He's illustrious career was made possible in part by his unique 
background. During his time as a trusted intimate of Zhu Di, the Prince 
of Yan, he came into extensive contact with the highest echelons of 
China's ruling class, greatly expanding his horizons and knowledge. 
Zheng He's honesty and integrity won him full confidence of the Prince 
Zhu Di. The two often discussed matters of state, which offered Zheng 
He numerous opportunities to learn about politics, military affairs, and 
strategy. 

The military expertise Zheng He acquired in the field with Zhu Di further 
developed his abilities. After Zhu Di became emperor, he decided to 
undertake extensive exploration of the seas to the west of China. In 
recognition of Zheng He's extraordinary abilities and loyal service, the 
emperor chose him from among his most trusted advisors as the ideal 
commander for the great voyages westward. 

A Person of Extraordinary Ability 

Zheng He is China's most famous maritime explorer. His extraordinary 
ability and vision found brilliant expression in the great achievements 



g Print ihisltaie 
CED Email This P/itjt? 



-> PhI.iNmI Sim in. A 




r.i.n 



L'i'J 



y±^ 3:33 



J i/w. china. org. cn/english/features/zhenhe/1 31 897.htm 




m 




China Through A Lens 




i CHIHRDRGOJ 



chinaorg.cn "^ ' Fran cais I Deutsch I B^IS I PyccKHfl A3Uk I Espanol I ^j° I Esperanto | E 



HOME 



WEATHER 



CHINA 



INTERNATIONAL 



BUSINESS 



CULTURE 



GOVERNMENT 



SCI-TECH 



ENVIRONMENT 
SPORTS 
LIFE 
PEOPLE 

TRAVEL 
WEEKLY REVIEW 



Letters to Editor ► 



Learning Chinese 



Learn to Cook 
Chinese Dishes 



Exchange Rates 




China Development 



Gateway 



Chinese Embassies 
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The Early Years 

Zheng He (also known as Cheng Ho) 
was born in what is now Jinning 
County, Kunming City of Yunnan 
Province in 1 371 , the fourth year of 
the Hongwu reign period (1 368- 
1 398) of the Ming Dynasty. He was 
originally surnamed Ma, and later 
was known as San Sao (Three 
Treasures). 



Raised a Muslim, Zheng He started 
to study the teachings of Islam at an early age. Both Zheng He's father 
and grandfather had made the pilgrimage to Mecca, and so were quite 
familiar with distant lands. Under the influence of his father and 
grandfather, the young Zheng He developed a consuming curiosity 
about the outside world. Zheng He's father's direct character and 
altruistic nature also made a lasting impression on the boy. 

Zheng He was captured by Ming Dynasty forces during their military 
cleansing of the remnants of the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368) in Yunnan, 
around 1 381 . He was taken to Nanjing, where he was castrated and 
entered into imperial service. He was then sent to Beiping (present-day 
Beijing) to serve in the palace of Zhu Di, the Prince of Yan, fourth son of 
the founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty. 

Zheng He Comes of Age 

During Zheng He's time in the palace, his brilliance and loyalty won 
him Zhu Di's trust. As a result, the prince chose Zheng He to serve as 
his personal bodyguard during his quest to become emperor. It was 
during this period that Zheng He's genius and leadership abilities 
became apparent. For four years, Zheng He fought on the side of 
Prince Zhu Di, accompanying him on countless campaigns and battles 
throughout China. Amassing one victory after another, Zheng He was 
instrumental in Zhu Di's seizure of imperial power. 

After Zhu Di ascended the throne as the Yongle Emperor (1403-1424), 



f_c 



r.i.n 



l_rj 



y±^ 3:33 



PM ; 'i 



® 



m 



SAUDI ARAMCO I | 

world 



Current Issue 



Indexes 



Departments 



About Us 



July/ August 2005 



in This Issue 



Volume 56, Number 4 




In This Issue 



The Admiral: Zheng 
He 

The Coming of the 
Portuguese 



The Explorer: Marco 
Polo 

The Fable of the Rat 

The Leek-Green Sea 

Monsoons, Mude 
and Gold 



The Navigator: 
Ahmad Ibn Majid 

TheSeasofSmdbad 

The Traveler: Ibn 
Battuta 





T JP 7" hen Tamerlane fell ill in 1404, his armies had already 
Vy destroyed cities from Moscow to Delhi, as well as the 
principal centers of the Islamic heartlands. The Ottoman sultan 
Bayazid had been defeated; Mamluk Egypt had been granted a 
humiliating peace. Only China remained to be conquered. 



But Tamerlane died in January 
1405, on the eve of his long- 
planned invasion of China. The 
destruction of so many cities on 
the overland East-West trade 
routes — especially Isfahan, 
Baghdad, Damascus, Aleppo and 
Smyrna— and the slaughter of 
their populations had been a 
terrible blow to the Asian 
economy. The political instability 
following Tamerlane's death 
made the search for a sea route to 
India imperative, both for 
Europeans and for the Chinese. 

As Tamerlane lay dying, the 
Yongle emperor of the Ming was 
already assembling an Indian 
Ocean fleet so large it would not 
be surpassed until World War II. 
And in 1405 the first of what 
would become seven major 
Chinese naval expeditions set sail 
to explore the Indian Ocean. 




A modem illustration shows Zheng He and one of the 
giant, nine-masted "treasure ships* in which he made 
seven voyages around the Indian Ocean, traveling as far 
west as Jiddah. trading and collecting tribute- Had the 
voyages not been abruptly curtailed by a change of 
government policy, Chinese influence in the Indian 
Ocean might have countered that of Portugal vu zhbu / 
:m M ire II 



The admiral of all seven fleets 
was Zheng He, the great- 
grandson of a Mongol warrior. 

His original name was Ma Ho, the Chinese version of Muhammad, for his 
father was a Muslim who had made the pilgrimage to Makkah. In 1404. the 
emperor conferred on him the honorific Zheng, and he was appointed 
Grand Eunuch, thenceforth to be known as Zheng He. 



The figures given for the size of Zheng He's first fleet seem incredible, but 
there is no doubting them. There were 317 ships of different sizes, 62 of 
them "treasure ships" loaded with silks, porcelains and other precious 
things as gifts for rulers and to trade for the exotic products of the Indian 
Ocean. The ships were manned by a total of 27,870 men, including soldiers, 
merchants, civilians and clerks — equivalent to the population of a large 
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ZHENG HE (1 371 -1 435): ADMIRAL OF THE 
TREASURE SHIPS 

member 15,2010 Explo** 
by islam BShazly 

When asked who were the first world-class Navigators are, Christopher Columbus and Vasco da Gama 
are first names that come to mind for almost anyone who read a bit of history. But there's one that 
predates both of ihem. with a fleet that put both their fleets combined to shame. His fleet was proof that 
at times bigger is better and stronger. 




-4 replica of Zheng He $ treasure ship in Nanjlng's Baocliuan Shipyard Courtesy of 

mtw. khismarek. org 

Over 300 large treasure ships, troop ships, horse ships, water and store ships, and smaller escort or 
attack vessels. 25000 crewmen and soldiers. 

These are the voyages of Sanbao (Three Jewels) to the Western Ocean. 

Ma He (Hajji Muhammad Shams), as he was originally known, was born in 1 371 to an ethnic Hui 
(Chinese Muslims) family in Yunnan Province. Southwest China. In 1 381 lus father was killed following 
the defeat of the Northern Yuan, a Ming army was dispatched to Vunnan to put down the Mongol rebel 
Basalawarmi Barely eleven years old he was ritually castrated and sent to the Imperial court where he 
was called 'San Bao' meaning 'Three Jewels. 1 He eventually became a trusted adviser of the Yongle 
Emperor (r 1 403-1424). assisting him in deposing his predecessor, the Jianwen Emperor. In return for 
meritorious service, the eunuch received the name Zheng He from the Yongle Emperor 
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>J comparision of Zheng He's flagship (Baochuan) with Christoper Columbus' Santa Maria show 

the great difference in size between the two. 

In July 1 405, the first of seven expeditions set sail, over 50 years before Columbus' voyage to the New 
World. The fleet included 27,870 men on 31 7 ships. These were massive ships with 9 masts and 
manned by 500 men. Some of the ships were over 300 feet long and 1 50 feet wide, the largest being 
440 feet long and 1 86 feet across, capable of carrying 1 ,000 men. The crew included sailors, clerks, 
interpreters, soldiers, artisans, medical men and meteorologists. On board were large quantities of 
cargo including silk goods, porcelain, gold and silverware, copper utensils, iron implements and cotton 
goods. 



Voyages of Zheng He 




_-- --:--•• : . 



Source: Elisabeth Ellis and Anthony Esler, World History: Connections to Today. Prentice Hall (adapted) 



Zheng He 's expeditions 'routes. 
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Zheng He s expeditions 'routes. 

Zheng He's fleets visited Arabia, Brunei, East Africa, India, Malay Archipelago and Thailand (at the time 
called Siam), dispensing and receiving goods along the way. 

The importance of Zheng He and his expeditions, is that they were voyages of discovery not a lust for 
"gold" that was never sated. By accounts of his contemporaries and chroniclers, he generally sought to 
attain his goals through diplomacy, however, it was also reported that he walked like a tiger and did not 
shy away from violence when needed, like suppressing the pirates who had long plagued Chinese and 
southeast Asian waters. His fleet carried gifts from the Chinese emperor to the rulers of the lands he 
visited, and carried back officials and envoys to China as guests of the imperial court. And unlike the 
conquistadors his fleet didn't decimate the population of the cities they visited; instead they built 
granaries, warehouses and stockades. Zheng He also built several Muslim communities in Indonesia, 
the Malay Peninsula, and the Philipines. 







Zheng He s Voyages to the Western Sea: Zheng He onboard his Treasure Ship. 

At their ports of call, they actively preached Islam, established Chinese Muslim communities, and built 
mosques. 

Indonesian religious leader and Islamic scholar Hamka (1908-1981) wrote in 1961: " The development 
of Islam in Indonesia and Malaya is intimately related to a Chinese Muslim, Admiral Zheng He. " Source. 



Zheng He performed Hajj, and in 1430 he embarked on his seventh and last voyage, he revisited the 
Persian Gulf, the Red Sea and Africa and died on his way back in 1 433 in India. 
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1421: The Year China Discovered America? 

2004 u History 72 Comments 

This fascinating documentary examines the mystery surrounding the 
sailing exploits of the legendary Admiral Zheng and his 30 year 
command of a gigantic Ming fleet. 

The Chinese court burned all records of Admiral Zheng's daring 
voyages and achievements, and unwittingly created a mystery that 
tantalizes the world 500 years later. 

You've heard what the history books have to say about the discovery of 
America but now prepare to have your entire perception of history forever altered with this 
remarkable release from PBS. 

Could it be tiiat a fearless Chinese admiral actually discovered America nearly a century 
before Columbus made his historical landing at San Salvador? 

Travel back to the year 1421 and follow the legendary Admiral Zheng as he and his 
formidable Ming fleet travel far and wide to explore little* visited outposts at the behest of 
Chinese emperor Zhu DL 

Based on theories put forward by noted historian and best-seller Gavin Menzies, this 
thought- provoking take on conventional history proposes that it was Admiral Zheng who 
led European explorers to the West a whole 71 years after first setting foot on American 
soil 

Watch the full documentary now (playlrst - 1 hour, 54 minutes) 
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Islam's universal message and 

pin I 
momentum and spread in America. 

Muslims living in here have tried 
to be part of the main- stream society 

for the benefit of all. Awareness and 
recognition of Islam are on the rise. 

Words such as "mosques" and 
"Muslims" are now being uttered 
along with the words churches and 
synagogues, in political speeches 
and throughout the media arena. 

Even M\ the media is still freuuently 

hostile toward Muslims. With each 
event th.il hikes place in any of the "Muslim" countries, the public is bomoarded with 
inherently contradictory and misleading terminology such as 'Muslim terrorists" and 
"Islamic fundamentalists." In this fashion, the religion of Islam is linked to a perpetrator 
of crime somewhere in the "Muslim" world. Nothing happens without Ihe will of God. 
but there is concern that this irresponsible practice of one-sided unjust labeling creates 
phobia against Islam and its followers leading to attacks against Muslims and destruction 
of mosques and innocent lives. 

Sti ll f Islam is growing. The present conversion rate of Americans to Islam is unprecedented 
in recent history. Immigration rate of Muslims have decreased from one out of every 
ten to one out of every fourteen. Birth rates have increased. Almost 5 mosques per 
month are being built with the total number exceeding 1,HU0. The Islamic community 
in North America is busy building schools and other 
institutions for long-term stay. Islamic education is no longer 
limited to just a few hours on Sunday afternoons. Institutes 
where Arabic language and Islam are taught are charging 
fees and still more classes arc in demand. ~ 

Muslim medical associations are not the only professional £ 
organizations. There are HOW lawyers' associations business 
associations and even counselors who provide services, within J 
the guidance of Islamic law and spirit. Shelters and halfway 1 
houses are being established. Propagation of Islam in prisons I 
are occurring at the city, state and federal levels. Muslims" 1 
dietary needs are being recognized and met in almost all 
service industries. A few years ago, availability was a problem, 
bur now this need is being met. 

The number of businesses owned or managed by Muslims in North America have 
exceeded 200,000, For the first time, a delegation of American Muslim businessmen 
participated in the Executive and die deneral Assembly meeting of the Islamic Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry held in Oman and Indonesia. The delegation consisted of 
native as well as immigrant Muslims. This participation and inter-action with Muslims 

from other parts of the world have opened doors 
of communication and trade. The trade route has 
initiated a complete circle for flow of goods and 
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Islam spread to many countries in Africa and the 
Far East. Oman and Indonesia played an important 
sion of Islam. 

J Currently, there are over 200 publications available 

to Muslims living in North America. Even though 





t ' ii 



nsu 



Bra'/ 4:26 




No! all news are good news. Still, a large number 
of young people feel lost in the dazzle of materialistic 
America. The Muslim youth are searching for their 
own idenritv ami J the religion of their parents and 
ideas from trie media, schools, peers, sports and the 
entertainment industry. Divorce rates, which 
traditionally have been lower than non-Muslim 
counterparts, are now on the rise as the bonds of 
community become weaker and family are less able | 
to cope with their average daily problems. Cases 
of abuse have already been reported, It appears 
that few are immune to the ills of societv. 

9 

The Muslim leadership is divided on how to tackle 
these issues, and the Muslim population is divided 
about their leadership. Some choose orthodox 
religious scholars to lie their authentic leaders while 
others look toward more modern-educated scholars 
to lead them in the technologically advanced society 
of North America. 



The service economy of America is creating a gap 
between the haves and the have-nots and this gap is 



to fill this gap are being stretched while the number of people seeking use of these 

resources is increasing. Loss of lives in Bosnia, 
Chechnya, Kashmir, Iracj, Palestine and many 
other places have diverged some of the precious 
financial resources from Muslim Americans 
to these places. 
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Asa religious community, Muslims living in 
America are more educate*! than their counter- 
parts in other countries. One of the major 
problems facing Muslim countries is the lack 
' of education and hs application in tedutologieK 
The technological gap between developing 
nations and the developed countries is getting wider. Every thirty seconds brings new 
developments in information technologies. Muslims in North America have realized 
this gap and already, effort is being initiated to fill Ihisgap. Muslims in North America 
see themselves as leaders to the rest of world in providing better role models in 
education, health, social and technological developments. 

Muslims living in America feel that their hard work has started to pay-off. Islam is 
here to stay. It will not onlv survive but flourish. Trie American Muslim is part ot the 
sodetv anil making contributions which benefit the society as a whole. The future 
looks brighter as the number of Muslims increases and the quality of Islamic social and 
communal work improves steadily. Muslims are citizens of North America with eoual 
status and c\]ual rights. They are seeking these rightb and in many cases exerting rneir 
rights for the betterment of the society. 




Islam has peace and love to offer to millions of people in America and to lead them 
away from the enslavement in worshipping materialism and consumerism to the 
worship and glorification of Allah, suWww/m km M'tfto. This is a long struggle and the 
road for this struggle is being traversed by more and more people with cleaner and 

shinier hearts. The Quran, which contains 
revelations from Allah, sfrWirnw/ni wt 1/\ Mi and 
i the Suvmiii, which describes the savings and 
traditions of the model life o( Prophet 
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FOREWORD 

This "how to" manual on learning and 
practicing Islam in America helps to fill a long 
unmet need. Its very existence bodes well for 
the future of Islam in America and, in sha'Allah, 
for the future moral leadership of America in 
the world. 



•THE SUN' IS RISING 
' IN THE 



The future of Islam in America will depend on 
how well American-born Muslims, African- 
American, Euro-American (including 
Hispanics), and Native American, can develop 
leadership within the overall Muslim 
community or Umma. If the Umma is finally 
maturing into a positive and creative force in 
America, capable of bringing out the best of 
America's traditionalist past, the primary 
reason is the heroic effort of a few muhajirin 
and ansar, like Sisters Muzaffar Halim from 
Pakistan and Betty Bowman, who are the two 
authors of this book, The Sun is Rising in the 
West 

Sister Muzaffar has an intense mission to 
support the struggling new Muslim in America 
and has prepared the first half of the book to 
acquaint the new Muslims in America and has 
prepared the first half of this book to aquaint 
the new Muslims with others embarked on this 
demanding new life so they know they are not 
alone and can share their joy in Islam. Sister 
Betty Bowman in the second half provides 
invaluable short expositions of the basics of 
Islam. These range from how to perform the 
obligatory formal prayer, and the role of prayer 
in the paradigm of Islamic law, key points in the 
history of Islam, a sixty-page glossary of terms, 
which may be the most useful part of the book 
for some new Muslims, and selected 
bibliographies on the Qur'an, sirah or life of the 
Prophet Muhammad(pbuh), and Islam 
generally. 

Dr. Robert Dickson Crane. President 
The Center for Public Policy Research 
Santa Fe. New Mexico - July 4. 1 998 
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Youth Perspectiv 



Join a webchat panel discussion with young 
exchange students about their experiences 
with Islam in America. 



M. Pradana Indraputra, Chairman of 
RICMA, SUSI Religious Pluralism Alumni 
Hamza Shakeel Awaisi, YES American 
Student 2012-2013 
Widya Aulia Ramadhani, YES Alumni 
2008 - 2009 

Salsabila Diar, YES Student, livi 

Virginia 
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South America: Muslim Population Circa 2000 

Although thousands of enslaved Muslims from Africa were carried to South and 
Central America from 1 450 to the 1 830s, few South American Muslims today are the 
descendants of the formerly enslaved. Except in a few places, the practice of Islam 
disappeared as a major religious belief among the enslaved Africans of South 
America (as was the case for the enslaved Africans of North America, who were 
Muslim). Today, most South American Muslims are immigrants, or the descendants 
of immigrants, who came from India, present-day Pakistan, Java, and other parts of 
South and South East Asia. Beginning in 1 838, Asian and South East Asian Muslims 
arrived in South America to work as indentured laborers, merchants, and farm 
workers. New waves of Muslim immigrants continued to sweep into Brazil, Guyana, 
Suriname, French Guiana, Argentina, Peru, and Trinidad throughout the 1 9th 
century, including people from Lebanon and Palestine. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 2 nd 

diversity Dialogues: Islam in America 
WT Young I iht.it \ Auditorium, 7HtO PM 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3 rd 

Movie Showing with l?r. Ihsan n.ir.bv 
Al h.^vra Presents: Islam in America 
Center Theater, Student Center, 7&0 PM 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 th 
Islam & America: 

Where We Are and Where We Are Ooing 
Student Center Small Hail Rtmm, 7:00 j*m 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 th 

Itring a Friend to Mu-hin Students 

Association meeting 

Student Confer Room 211, 7&0 pm 
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Upcoming events 

• Islamic Awareness Week * March 2nd 

* Friday Halaqa- Feb 26th 

# more events... 



Quran Recitation with English Translation 




Prayer Times 





Prayer Quran A 

* Riyadh. * 
Prayer Timea iconfioorei 

rajrtan-uFfl&dTt? 3:30 am 
Zhuhr 11:55 am 
Asr 3:16 pm 
Maghrib 6:46 pm 
Isha 8:16 pm 

Gthh direction 1 1922° 
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work and thoughts 



Lecture - American Islam or Islam in 
America: The Role of Culture in 
Islamic Law 



by Jamaal on March 19, 2011 in Audio. Events. Lectures , Media 
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Lecture delivered by Jamaal at MCC in San Diego on 3/1 9/201 1 
Length: -53 mins. 




Podcast: Play in new window | Download 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2011 

Traditional Islam in America 



l^lLJce f] One person tikes ihis Sign Up to see what your friends IIKe + 
177- 422AM fl wamemy 

As I mentioned in my earlier post one of my resolution for this year is to make time 
for Majlis llmu Last night, I attended a talk titled Traditional Islam in America 1 by 
imam Finch (Muhammad Abdul Latif Finch) It was my second talk channeled 
through Brother Mahdar from Arabic Academy Malaysia. From time to time I get 
talk invitations from him and I will try to attend whenever time permit. 

Imam Finch is the imam at the Lighthouse Mosque in Oakland, California, He is a 
teacher and program developer for Deen Intensive Foundation, He also works with 
SeekersGuidance and assists Zaytuna College's annual Summer Arabic Intensive 
program in Berkeley, California. He is one of five students who comprised the first 
graduating class of the Zaytuna seminary program. Born in El Paso, Texas and 
raised in the south, he embraced Islam in 1995 in Atlanta, Georgia when he was 20 
years old He graduated in 2008 with an ijazah in basic sciences of Islam, 

Traditional Islam in America" is indeed quite a tough topic to discuss. The speaker 
himself admitted this fact. He said that Islam in America has just reaching 50 years 
and that's not long enough to form a traditional Islam. 

Wait a minute... what is Traditional Islam 1 really means? 
I was puzzled myself. 

Wikipedia defines Traditional Islam' as cultural Muslim, that is a general term used 
to define a group of people who are identified by association with a Muslim 
community rather than Islamic faith or rituals. 

Okay, now 1 get it. In other words, what are the norms or traits which give the 
impression that a person or a group of people is the Muslims. 

The discussion with Imam Finch was not as structured as the first talk by Shaykh 
Afifi Al Akiti which I attended sometime ago. To be honest, I'm quite disappointed > 
( imam Finch didn't really explore the topic sufficiently and simply rest with the fact 
that America has no traditional Islam. Which I can argue with his own fact which 
says traditional Islam evolves overtime. 

Traditional Islam Evolution 

Traditional Islam evolves over time, transforming the way people live their lives, the 

fashion and style they put on, the way they speak and think. 

People change and we ourselves can be foreign from our traditional Islam in which 
we came from. Imam Finch asked "How many are Malays here?" - Majority put up 
hands. "Who feels more confidence conversing in English than Malay?" - A few put 
up hands. "See., you are foreign yourself, different from your tradition." 

If traditional Islam evolves overtime, it can exists as early as a second and start to 
evolve from then onwards. Hence, there must also be traditional Islam in America 
which has started since the last 50 years, although it is not pretty distinct like any 
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I once read an article in Al-lslam magazine which says that the niqab (purdah) is a 
custom or common practice in the Arab countries of the Arabian Peninsula such as 
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, and the UAE. So, I would say 
that's what defines traditional Islam in Arab countries. I believe there are distinctive 
values or style in other Islamic countries as well. But, the essence is still the same 
that is to cover the aurat e.g covering the head and bosom in this context. 

I went for sight-seeing at Suomenlinna Island in Helsinki last month and met a 
Malaysian family, a couple with 4 kids. FYI, there are very very minimal Muslims 
tourist over there. During my 1 -week work-stay, I only saw Muslims women twice! 
So, seeing someone with hijab (tudung) is very obvious among the people in the 
city. I remember the wife said to me she recognized me as Malaysian by my hijab 
style. So, I would say that's our traditional Islam in Malaysia, I guess. 

Nevertheless, lifestyle, customs and cultural practices covering as small matters 
as food, drink, dress code to bigger matters like jurisprudence, administration and 
everything we believe, do and say, has to fall back to the essence of Islam, that are 
Al-Quran and As-Sunnah Wal Jamaah. 



Deen = mind + body + soul = Iman + Islam + Ihsan 
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Muslim-American or American 
Muslims? Here is Why It Matters 

Posted by: lesa GaPoway April 19 t 2011 in Opinion 37 Comments 
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This little detail of Muslim-American vs. American Muslim may have 
never raised an eyebrow, yet it is core to how we describe ourselves. It 
matters because nearly every narrative against Islam and Muslims can 
be boiled down to making Muslims an "other." 
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About lesa Galloway 

Paul "lesa" Galloway is a native born Texan. He was recently called "the Yoda of interfaith affairs" by a colleague 
from his daytime gig. After hours lesa serves as a consultant, messaging strategist and trainer on media, 
government and community relations. lesa is a product of the "Military Brat" experience of the 1 990's on US Army 
bases in Germany he has traveled extensively, for extended periods in Kenya, Hungary and Communist Poland on 
missionary trips, visited Communist East Germany with the Boy Scouts of America, as well as enjoyed time in France, 
Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Holland and Austria. Since embracing Islam, lesa was asked to be the founding Executive Director of CA1R- 
Houston, where he served the community from 2002 to 2006, he has completed the Hajj pilgrimage, participated in an interfaith 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land with the Society for Biblical Studies and completed a study abroad program on the history of Islamic 
Spain, Morocco and Andalusian Philosophy with the University of Houston, lesa's education is rooted in History and Public 
Relations and he has a interfaith and multiracial background. 
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One of the more 
unfortunate outcomes of 
the anti-mosque protests. 
anti-Sharia legislation and 
the impact of the 
Islamophobia network is 
that they have left many Americans confused 
about the truth of Islam and Muslims in America, 
According to the Public Religion Research 
Institute's recent findings, few Americans report 
having much knowledge about who Muslims are 
and what Islam is all about. Only fourteen percent 
of Americans say they know a lot about the 
religious beliefs and practices of Muslims, and 57 
know only a little. 

At the same time, a majority of Americans think that American Muslims are an 
important part of the religious experience in America, even though a majority do 
not know a Muslim personally. 

Everyday Americans are hungry for credible information about Islam and Muslims 
in America. Do Muslims want to impose Sharia law? How many American Muslims 
support terrorism, and what are they doing to stop it? Rarely, if e\ r er. do Americans 
get an opportunity to hear from Muslims or credentialed experts to get these 
questions answered. 

In an effort to shed some light and promote facts, not fear, a coalition of 
organizations are hosting a free, open-to-the-public event at the Newseum. What is 
the truth about Islam in America: Everything you \ v always i van ted to know - but 
were afraid to ask 

The event will be streamed on the My Fellow American website, a new social 
media project designed to share stories via YouTube about American Muslims, and 
questions can be submitted online. 

Date: Wednesday. January 18. 2012 at 7:30 PM 
Location: Walter and Leonore Annenberg Theater 

WASHINGTON, DC — The Religious Freedom Education Project at the Newseum. 
Unity Productions Foundation. Wesley Theological Seminary, the Institute for Faith 
and Politics and the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding will host the 
timely discussion. "What is the Truth About Islam and Muslims in America?: 
(Everything You Always Wanted to Know — But Were Afraid to Ask)." 

Alex Kronemer. executive producer of Unity Productions Foundation, will welcome 
guests. 

Panelists: 

Haroon Mogul. Columbia University. Institute for Social Policy and Understanding 

Rabbi Marc Schneier, Foundation for Ethnic Understanding 

Melissa Rogers, Center for Religion and Public Affairs. Wake Forest University 

Asma Uddin, The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, Institute for Social Policy and 

Understanding 

Charles C. Havnes, director of the Religious Freedom Education Project at the 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 th 
SAC AUDITORIUM 
DINNER WILL BE SERVED 

ISLAM AWARENESS WliLKion, WlVW.STONYDROOKM5A.COM 



Join me at Stony Brook's Islam Awareness WeeK for a fascinating lecfure about five 
centuries of Islam, Muslims* America, and the connections that made the world the place 
we know today . 

You'll learn what connects the Taj Mahal, Christopher Columbus, the American flag, 
African- American Muslims, and immigrant and Immigrant-heritage Muslims. You'll learn 
who the first American Muslims were, who American Muslims are today, and what's so 
unique about this religious minority* 

Islam's not a part of the American story,., not because it doesn't belong, or hasn't been 
part of our history sincethe beginning., but because we don't know the full story. 

Where: Student Activities Center (SAC) 
Stony Brook University 
On Long Island (New York) 

Directions to the University (SAC) 
When Wednesday April 13 at 730PM. 

What else?: Dinner will be served. 
Pasted il EH V 7 AM IFeqriallni 
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Assafamu Afaykum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh 
"Peace, Blessings and Mercy of Allah jJi» » •"^— be upon you" 

The Muslim Students Association & Women in Islam at Baruch College welcomes you to: 

History of Black Muslims in America 

In accordance with the Black History Month, we'll be having Imam Al-Amin Abdul Latif with us. Join us as we learn the 
history of black muslims in America 
Date: Tuesday, February 26th, 201 3 

Time: 1 2:45 p.m. to 2:1 5 p.m. 

Location: Newman Vertical Campus (NVC) 8-1 55 

Speaker: Imam Al-Amin Abdul Latif 
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AFTER ISHA (7:45 P.M.) 
MISSION BEND/MASJID HAMZA 

6233 TRES LAGUNAS 

HOUSTON, TX 77083 

DINNER WILL BE SERVED 
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ama should confront his mus hm issue head on 



Chozick goes on about how Muslim voters in swing states have noticed the disparity between 
Obama's outreach to them as opposed to other religions. Obama's obsessive avoidance of these 
American Muslims is alienationg them. 



States in Play 

Some key battleground states, their ranking by Muslim 
population and 2004 presidential election results 





Washington (20th) 
Bush 46 X 

Kerry 53 




Michigan (6th) 
Bush 48* 
Kerry 51 



Missouri (15th> 
Bush 53% 
Kerry 46 



Ohio (14th) 
Bush 51* 
Kerry 49 



I 



Colorado (16th) 
Bush 52* 
Kerry 47 




Est Muslim 
population 

low 

0.50 
0-25 



Pennsylvania (10th) 
Bush 48% 
Kerry 51 



Virginia (8th) 
Bush 54% 
Kerry 45 



In the New York Times, 
Andrea Elliott reports 
that "as Senator Barack 
Obama courted voters 
in Iowa last December, 
Representative Keith 
Ellison, the country's 
first Muslim 
congressman, stepped 
forward eagerly to 
help:" 






Sources: Association of 
Religion Data Archives 
(Muslim population); 
uselectionatlas.org 
(2C04 results) 



Mr. Ellison 
believed that 
Mi\ Obama's 
message of 
unity resonated deeply with American Muslims. He volunteered to 
speak on Mr. Obama's behalf at a mosque in Cedar Rapids, one of the 
nation's oldest Muslim enclaves. But before the rally could take place, 
aides to Mr. Obama asked Mr. Ellison to cancel the trip because it might 
stir controversy. Another aide appeared at Mr. Ellison's Washington 
office to explain. 



"I will never forget the quote," Mr. Ellison said, leaning forward in his 
chair as he recalled the aide's words. "He said, 'We have a very tightly 
wrapped message." 

Ellison, and other Muslims are a little bitter at being snubbed by the Obama campaign: 






While the senator has visited churches and synagogues, he has yet to 
appear at a single mosque. Muslim and Arab-American organizations 
have tried repeatedly to arrange meetings with Mr. Obama, but officials 
with those groups say their invitations — unlike those of their Jewish 
and Christian counterparts — have been ignored. Last week, two 
Muslim women wearing head scarves were barred by campaign 
volunteers from appearing behind Mr. Obama at a rally in Detroit. 
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Every Muslim people and culture has had the opportunity to embrace Islam and blend it into their own culture. Now 
it's our turn.. 

Audio 4t 



Islam American style 

12/20/2004 - Social Religious - Article Ref: IC0412-2555 
Number of comments: 1 28 

Opinion Summary: Agree:105 Disagree:16 Neutral:7 
By: Imam Luqman Ahmad 
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Since the tragic events of September 1 1th, Muslims in America have been expressing their patriotism and 
Americanism to more varying degrees than in the past. Virtually every Muslim organization and community 
has not failed to make others aware of or to tout their American-ness. And rightfully so... many of us are 
Americans. Some of us were born and others are naturalized citizens. Many of us who aren't American 
citizens, certainly aspire to be. It is no doubt that the process of normalizing Islam in America will be a 
tedious one. So here we are attempting to define ourselves as true Americans while holding on to our 
Islamic heritage and values. Defining Islam is one thing; however, defining American culture is a somewhat 
more complex pursuit. Some would argue especially those not raised in America that there is no American 
culture. I disagree. While it is true that our culture is an ever changing amalgam of ideas, values, cuisines, 
styles and ideologies, some imported and some born of this soil, there is a national consensus of sorts of 
what is considered to be distinctly American in the modern age. 



Arguably there is a pronounced, anti-Muslim; anti Arab and anti-immigrant vein that runs though this 
country. That does not speak for all Americans. Let us not forget that people can change. Being American 
in the sense that we understand it is more than just holding a passport. Many Americans have no real 
problem with Islam in our midst. They just want their shake and fries with it. We have always embraced 
other cultures; we just like to add our own twist to it. Just look at how we embraced pita bread! I remember 
the time where about the only place you could get pita bread on the East Coast was to go to Malko Brothers 
on Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn. Now you can get it at just about any major supermarket in the country, and 
in different flavors too! At least 1 9 towns in the United States are named for Lebanon, six for Jordan, four 
for Egypt, and three for Palestine. There are four Cairos, six Damascuses, two Arabis, and at least one 
Baghdad. There's even a place called Mecca California. History has shown that Americans are open for 
new ideas. 



Many American converts to Islam are ambivalent to downright indignant to being told that they must 
abandon all of their American-ness, if they are to embrace Islam totally. We may not all agree just exactly 
what American culture is, however, undeniably there is such a thing as American culture. And if we are to 
truly find our place here as Muslims, it just may help to understand just what it is. 

American culture is Super Bowl Sunday, cheese steaks, and high school basketball. Its block parties in the 
summertime, coming from a neighborhood and always being able to go back and see the people you knew 
and grew up with. That's America. America is the electoral process with all its flaws, campaign ads, 
debates and voting machine function and malfunction. America is savvy commercials, the local shopping 
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Overview - Muslims in Amenca who reject extremist or fundamentalist expressions of Islam at home and abroad feel 
the urgent need for a voice that can represent them in the escalating irrationally of the current debate about Islam, 
America, and the West, Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf-the so-called Ground Zero Imam-has become that voice. Drawing 
from his personal experiences, Imam Feisal now speaks up on behalf of disenfranchised Muslims around the United 
Slates who are spiritual, moderate, and ... See more details below 
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Mom Americans are familiar with the incendiary racist statements 
of Nation of Islam (NOI) leaders, Louis Farrakhan and his 
predecessor, the late Elijah Muhammad. Their memories are 
etched with Malcolm X*s off-hand remark. *the Kennedy chickens 
coming home to roost/ a reference to President Kennedy* 
assassination in 1 963. 
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They vividly remember Malcolm's ideological transformation from 
a racist black Muslim leader to an internationally acclaimed civil 
rights icon subsequent to his estrangement from NOi that 
happened shortly before his assassination in 1 965. Despite ail 
this, both NOI and classical Islam are still little -understood among 
the general public whose knowledge of religious traditions is 
confined primarily to Judeo- Christianity. 
Dr. C. Eric Lincoln originally published The Slack Muslims in 
America in 1 960. His study is a classic for several reasons. To 
begin, rt is the first scholarly sociological exploration of a Black 
movement 

The grassroots movement's nationwide appeal to the dtspnvileged 
black masses in inner-crty ghettos, its members' militant 
demeanor and its leaders* persistent call for a separate black 
nation within the United States triggered broad scholarly interest 
in the movement. Throughout American history, no other Black movement had such a unifying power and synergy to 
command such national attention. In a sympathetic account, Lincoln convincingly shows that this movement came 
into existence as a social, economic and religious protest against a white-dominated society, historically divided by 
exireme racism. 

The movements founders sought to rectify the socio-economic consequences of historic racial Injustice for all 
blacks in the United Stales by making them proud of their African heritage through self-discipline, serf-help and 
community development. Lincoln meticulously and methodologically probes the historical context that led to the 
formation of this Black empowerment movement. Its religious and political underpinnings, its charm to blacks, a 
ferocious stance against the white race, structured management practices, and its development along with a 
succession crises, evolution and splintering over the last seven decades that ends in a discussion of the 
movement's future 

The third edition, published in 1 994 updates the second 1 973 edition. With rich and up-to-date information, the last 
two editions focus on Louis Farrakhan's movement, which claims to be the true successor to the original NOI 
founded by Elijah Muhammad. Second, The Black Muslims in America is the first detailed study of development of 
Islam among African Americans. Before this study, there was no significant scholarly interest in Islam partly because 
Islam did not survive slavery times in North America, and also because Muslim immigrants were a few and 
dispersed throughout the nation 

The rich data collection and its moving presentation by Lincoln has inspired generations of researchers from a 
variety of disciplines to conduct research on various aspects of the NOI movement. Islam and its followers Their 
scholarship, in turn, has contributed to a better understanding of Muslim-Americans. Third, this study represents 
one of the first published studies of a Muslim organization in America. A close analysis of the study reveals three 
major conceptual underpinnings of the Nation of Islam's foundation - historic racial injustice. Christianrty and Islam 
Historic racial injustice is a familiar issue and the literature on ii, for the most part, reflects white perspectives. 
Black point -of -views are usually overlooked or ignored at best in the mainstream media. In this study, however, 
Lincoln lends a much-needed voice to blacks. Here, blacks openly express their perception of their socio-economic 
plight caused by racism. Most black, members of NOI or not strongly believe that the institution of slavery has 
caused them prolonged, irreparable sufferings. Some blacks, often middle-class and professionals, concede that 
some progress has been made, but the rank and file of Nation of Islam are totally unconvinced. They argue that 
progress has not been made because the whole white race is racist. In a nutshell, Nation of Islam leaders and 
followers hold the view that "There is no white man a Muslim can trust 4 and white man is evil, black man is good. 
Most Muslims proudly note that racial equality is a central tenet in classical Islam than in any other religious 
tradition. 

One should also note that millions of Muslims in the world, especially in former Soviet Republic, are white. 
Interestingly, NOI welcomes white assistance in economic matters until the creation of the Black nation. When it is 
observed that the entire NOI rests on hatred for whites, the leadership retorts: "It is the hate that hate produced/ One 
sees the strong emphasis and glorification of black race as just the opposite mirror image of Ku KIuk Klan's 
glorification of white race and belief in white supremacy. In this enlightened age, this glorification of race is 
absolutely absurd and deplorable no matter where it takes place. In a desperate search for roots and different 
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The Black Muslims in America" Dr. C. Eric Lincoln 






Most Americans are familiar with the incendiary racist statements 
of Nation of Islam (NOI) leaders, Louis Farrakhan and his 
predecessor, the late Elijah Muhammad. Their memories are 
etched with Malcolm X's off-hand remark, "the Kennedy chickens 
coming home to roost," a reference to President Kennedy's 
assassination in 1963. 



They vividly remember Malcolm's ideological transformation from 
a racist black Muslim leader to an internationally acclaimed civil 
rights icon subsequent to his estrangement from NOI that 
happened shortly before his assassination in 1965. Despite all 
this, both NOI and classical Islam are still little-understood among 
the general public whose knowledge of religious traditions is 
confined primarily to Judeo-Christianity. 
Dr. C. Eric Lincoln originally published The Black Muslims in 
America in 1960. His study is a classic for several reasons. To 
begin, it is the first scholarly sociological exploration of a Black 
movement. 

The grassroots movement's nationwide appeal to the disprivileged 
black masses in inner-city ghettos, its members' militant 
demeanor and its leaders' persistent call for a separate black 
nation within the United States triggered broad scholarly interest 
in the movement. Throughout American history, no other Black movement had such a unifying power and synergy to 
command such national attention. In a sympathetic account, Lincoln convincingly shows that this movement came 
into existence as a social, economic and religious protest against a white-dominated society, historically divided by 
extreme racism. 










The movement's founders sought to rectify the socio-economic consequences of historic racial injustice for all 
blacks in the United States by making them proud of their African heritage through self-discipline, self-help and 
community development. Lincoln meticulously and methodologically probes the historical context that led to the 
formation of this Black empowerment movement. Its religious and political underpinnings, its charm to blacks, a 
ferocious stance against the white race, structured management practices, and its development, along with a 
succession crises, evolution and splintering over the last seven decades that ends in a discussion of the 
movement's future. 

The third edition, published in 1 994, updates the second 1 973 edition. With rich and up-to-date information, the last 
two editions focus on Louis Farrakhan's movement, which claims to be the true successor to the original NOI 
founded by Elijah Muhammad. Second, The Black Muslims in America is the first detailed study of development of 
Islam among African Americans. Before this study, there was no significant scholarly interest in Islam partly because 
Islam did not survive slavery times in North America, and also because Muslim immigrants were a few and 
dispersed throughout the nation. 

The rich data collection and its moving presentation by Lincoln has inspired generations of researchers from a 
variety of disciplines to conduct research on various aspects of the NOI movement, Islam and its followers. Their 
scholarship, in turn, has contributed to a better understanding of Muslim-Americans. Third, this study represents 
one of the first published studies of a Muslim organization in America. A close analysis of the study reveals three 
major conceptual underpinnings of the Nation of Islam's foundation: historic racial injustice. Christianity and Islam. 
Historic racial injustice is a familiar issue and the literature on it, for the most part, reflects white perspectives. 
Black point-of-views are usually overlooked or ignored at best in the mainstream media. In this study, however, 
Lincoln lends a much-needed voice to blacks. Here, blacks openly express their perception of their socio-economic 
plight caused by racism. Most black, members of NOI or not, strongly believe that the institution of slavery has 
caused them prolonged, irreparable sufferings. Some blacks, often middle-class and professionals, concede that 
some progress has been made, but the rank and file of Nation of Islam are totally unconvinced. They argue that 
progress has not been made because the whole white race is racist. In a nutshell. Nation of Islam leaders and 
followers hold the view that "There is no white man a Muslim can trust" and white man is evil, black man is good. 
Most Muslims proudly note that racial equality is a central tenet in classical Islam than in any other religious 
tradition. 
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